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EREEACE 


In recent years researchers have carried on investigations 
into the various aspects of Orissan history, pertaining to the 
various e Through their diligent efforts the overall 
history of Orissa hes been very ably constructed. Notwithstanding, 
the micro-level study of the different. regions of Orissa, l.S. 
the districts dad former princely states (which were integrated 
into the province of Orissa in 1948) still renain a deslderatun. 
Bach region played its characteristic Pole during the course of 
history and, therefore, deserves special attention. In this 
thesis a modest attempt has been nade, to highlight the political, 
adnministretive, social and economic history of the Balasore 
district fron. 151 to 1947, 1.8. fren the. establighment of gatha 
rule in Orissa to ha Independence of India. 

The toun of Balasore, situated on the mouth of the river 
Budhabalang and on, the shore of the! Bay. * Bengal bas one of the 
gavliest settlements: of the auvopean th tyaders. Because of its geog- 
Yaphical contiguity to Bengal, ballserg became deeply involved in 
the conflict between the Nawab of Bengal and the Marathas. 
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Balasore vas one of the three @istricts of Orissa prover, 
occupied by the British from the Bhonsias of Nagpur in 1803. 
At the tine of British occupation, Balasore had a prosperus 
salt industry uhich was later on irretrievably ruined by the 
British policy. In the later half of the nineteenth century, 
Balasore played a significant role in the Orissan resurgence. 
In the first half of the twentieth century the pecple of 
Balasore tock active parts in the nationalist movement, parti- 
eulavly in the Civil Disobedience Movemcat of 1930 and the 
Cult India Moverent of 1942. 

The general works on Orissan history, such as A.Stirling's 


oun waoereanhics?. Statistical ood Histor, misga 


fecount. . raphics istorical of 
Proper _op Guétack ( which vas published in the Agiatic Rescarehes, 
Dol X in 1825), Ge Toynbcets History of Orissa (published in 1828), 
Wee Hunter ig Orissa, 2 volumes (published in London in 1872), 

C. B. Buckland's Boncad Under. the IAA u Een. Governors, 2 Vols., 
(Galentta, 1903), R. D. Bannerji's History of Orissa, J0l II 
(Calcutta, 1930-31), H. K. liahtab ts History of LA ASA, bol. 11 
(Outback, 1960), and Prabhat lukberji's History of Orissa, 

Voz. VI (Cuttack, 1964) curscriiy deal with some aspects of the 
political and administrative history orf the Balasore district. 

In 1906, in CRE. Balasore District Gageteer, TL. 3. 8. O'Malley made 

an attempt to write the history of Balasore district. Sut this 
district gaadteer only gives a brleg political bistery of the 
district from the earliest times to the constitution of Balasore 
into an independant Collectorate under I. Ricketts In 1827, and 
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gives a detalled trestment of the economic life of the people. 

In recent years, a nunber of published research verus, most of 
which are doctoral dissertations have thrown new light on certain 
aspects of the history of the Balasore district. B.C. Ray's 
Orissa Under larathas (1751-1803) (Allahabad, 1960) desis vith 

the conflicts of interest betueen the English and Marathas in 

the Balascoze district and the involverent of local zamindars in 
those conflicts as vell as salt manufectuze and salt trade at 
Balasore. Z. H. Patvats Aud. Yoder East India Company (New Delhi, 
1971) incidentally deals with the problems of land revenue adm. 
nistration, problems of law and order and administration of 
justice and British salt policy in the Balasore district from 
the occupation of Grigsa by the British in 1803 to the end of 
wast India Coupany's rule in 1857. J. K. Samaits Orissa Under the 
British croun (1958-4905) (New Delhi, 1977) contains references 
to those aspects of the history of the Balasore district, in 
additicn to the famine of 1866 and growth of education. Binod 


Shankar pasig z 


tudies in the Economie History Orissa, (Caloutta, 
1978) throus light on the economic life of the people of the 
district An the Maratha and early British parlod wlth partleular 
refarence to trade ‘and menufacture of textiles and salt. Sadananda 


Choudhury's Economic History of Colonialism, (New Delhi, 1979) 
deals vith salt manufaerure and salt trade in the Balasore dis- 


1 
trict during the entize period of British rule in some details, 


Cals Patrats: Formation of the Province of Orissa, (Calcutta, 1979) 


} 


and Nivedita Mohanty's ALA Natlonalisn: Quast for a United 


Orissa, (leu Delhi, 1982) incidentally refer to the grovth of 
Bae 
Pii 
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Oriya nationalism In the Balasore district. The history of the 
qos (Cuttack, 1957), edited 
by H. K. Mahtab and Purushottan Kar's Indian Naticnas Gorcress 

aud Orisse (Cuttack, 1987) deal with the freedom movement in the 


Balasore district In some details. But both these works have not 


used the A. TI. O. C. Piles, whieh is In fact an important source 
material ‘for the history of freedom movenent. 

In view of the historical factors, already mentioned and 
the availability of sufficient source material, a nicro-lcvel 
study of tha history of the Balasore district has been attempted 
in this thesis, The thesis is based on primary and secondary 
source materlal collected from Balasore Collectorate record roon 
and library, Balagere Municipality Record Room Major Settlenent 
Office Balasore, Balasore District Library, Public Reading Roon, 
Balasure, Brahmo Samaj Library, Balasore, Gibrary of the Raja 
Family Balasore, Balasore Zilia School Library, Fakir Mohan 
College Library, Balasore, Barabati Girls! School Library, 
Balasore, Mission Giris’! Bigh Sehool Library,Ralasore, Fakir 
Mohan Mascan and Library Balasors, Orissa State Archives, 

Orissa Stato Museum, Secretariat Library, Utkal University 
Library, Bhupaneswar, Kanika Library, Cuttack, Notional Library, 
Galeutta and National Archives of India and Nehru Memorial seum, 
New Delhi. 

Tnterviews with Late Nilambar Das, Late Nanda Kishore Das, 
Late Laxman Ch. Kamila, Bhairab Chandra Mohapatra, Icte Nurall- 
dhar Panda, Kanalakanta Kor, Bholanath Dash, Rabindra Mohan Das, 
Priyanath Sarkar, Trilochan Senapati, mda Kumar Girl, Bilbekananda 
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Mohanty and others have also proved useful for vi ting the 
history of the district, 

The thesis has been divided ints five Chapters. The 
introductory Chapter throws light on the various phases of carly 
history of Balasore i.c», ancient Hindu period, Afghan and Moghul 
period and the beginning of European trading activities. 

fhe second Chanter deals with Maratha administration in 
Balasore, This chapter throws light on the conflict between the 
Harathas and the Nawab of Bengal, the triangular conflict among 
the Morathas, Paja of Mayurbhanja and Last India Company and the 
character of Maratha administration in Ralasore. 

The third Chapter narrates how the British occupied 
Balasore in 1803 and consolidated their administration thereafter 
and how the people of Balasore were affected by the British 
policics. 

The fourth Chapter shows how the economie life of the 
pecple of the Balasore district was affected by the devastating 
famine of 1866. 

The fifth Chapter highlights the role of Balasore in tho 
Orissan vesurgance of the later half of the nineteenth century. 
It decals with the crouth of education and press, Brahmo movement, 
grouth of socio-political consedousness, language controversy, 
Orivya-Bengali conflict and grouth of Oriya nationalism in the 
Gistrict. 
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The sixth Chapter deals with the role of the people of 
Balasore in the nationalist movement. It shows how the district 
came to lime light in the naticnal level because or its people's 
active involvement in the freedom struggle. 

The concluding Chapter makes a brief survey and analysis 
of the whole thesis. 

This thesis which was earlier submitted for the Ph.D. 
degree of the Utkal University is being resubmitted for the same 
purpose after a revision in the light of valuable suggestions, 
given by Prof. Hermann Eike. Aecordingly, the British sait policy 
in the later phase of the British rule has been added and the 
role of Balasore district in the Oriya Movement has been eriti- 
cally evaluated. The author is grateful to Prof. Kulke for his 
valuable suggestions. 

I take this opportunity to express a deep sense of 
gratitude to my supervisor, Dr. A.C. Pradhan, Reader, P. G. 
Department of History, Vani Vibhor, Utkal University, under whose 
able guidanee this piece of work has been conpleted. 

I am aise highly obliged to Prof. Karunasagar Behera, 
Professor and Head, P. G. Department of History, Vani Vihar, 
Gtkal University, who has constantly inspired me and enlightened 


me on several aspects of this vork. 
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At present, Lalasore ig the north eastern Castrict an 
the eastern province, Urlesa yitu:ted on the shure Cx Tay of 
Yencal. It is giuste botvueen 28'-454N and 2T'-59 lers tudes 
and ScCi- 160 and 7-25" cast donsitudus. 

ccording to the 1901 census suivey, dtc botol arca ig 
2085 scuare miles. Ic is the smeliest of the thirteca dect? 
of the brassa province. 

fhe district of Balasore is bounded by the lincnapcra 
dicezict of Vest Ben al and the lleyuebhany distract of vissa 
wi the north, by the Bay of engai in the Bast, Cut cach dis- 
tract cn the south separated by E tarasi river ond by tho 
hiniy Gustrict of Leonyhsr on the wost. 
ware vs Balasore! 

The nch 'Bolascre! abe ars te have mytholugical sigil- 
Lueoaec. I. S. , Calle writes: "Lhe nane Dallas cze hes boon 


O- DOA Ed as peing a curruytica of Lbelesuar dee, the young 


„iblestrlet bb LSC 0 I Nand-Look Bal ag ore 19380-1901, nels 
FP Cazctcecr Ratssore, 1907, pal. 


Lord Krishna” or of Banasura meaning the demon of the forest 
uho vas vorshipping Lord Baneswar (Siva)". Probably Danesuar 
temple in oid Balascre’ situated on the bank of river Dura- 
balang, was ostablished by Banasura. 

Balasore came into prominence during the Mughal rule. 
In Persian terminology, it vas spelt !Bala-Saher' which means 
big town. Some scholars have interpreted it as 'Bala-e~Sore '* 
meaning ! a town on seasshore'. Thug Bruton, the European 
traveller vho visited Balasore in 1633 observed Balasore thus: 
"Governor cf a town called Bolla Sorye, a sea town where shipp~ 
Ing was built", "a great sea-toun" whereto nuch shipping belonged 
and many ships and othor vessels buaite,°? 

ogra 2 

Geographically the district of Balasore can be divided 
into three zones = (1) the salt soil along the coast, (2) the 
arable tract. or vice fields and (3) jungle land. In some parts 
the soil of Balasore is fertile due to the silt carried mainly 
by the rivers Subarnarelha and Durabalanga. Tuere are other 
snoLller distributary rivers in the district such as Panchapara, 
Sartha, Jana, Salandi, Rebo, Kapali, Wen Tenai aira; 
Paga, Nembu, Diarra. Rivor Baitarani Llous on the bordér betucen 
the Balasore and Cuttack districts. 


es O'Malley, pict Gazetteer aSOVe, p. 288. 


8 
S us. from bonn. 


“vehtab., ISE El- of Od Vol. II, p. 387. 


SOiktaliey, Q. Al., P. 290. 


weops sna Food froductss f 

The main crep of the discrict is sady. Three tynes of 
paGdy rre yielded in the distract + (1) Ezali (cultivated ircn 
Moy to September), (2) Baroda (eultavated from May te January), 
(3) Delua or sprang riec (cultivated frcm Teeenber to Ir 1). 
e Savada varicty uf paddy is produced in mere chan 75 oor zent 
of total rable Lands 

Desides ries, thes crops sdeh as muga, biel, kulcha, 
chana; arnar, maize end uheot are alse produced in diiicicnt 
perts cf the ĉlsirict, Morecve:, mustard, rapseod, Til or 
eingelly ond linsecd a:o os Crcun. Suyareane is proun in 
Balsapal, Dhamaacer, Renuaa and other Pivurside aroas of che 
disirict. Petel is groua in Eeldapal and Dhof bl abund aliy. 
Tobacco 48 aiso crown in many parte uf the dastPiet. Sringcl, 
Saru or ¢ladium, onioas and melons otc. ere groun in larte 
cusitatles in the district. 

10H basana, gack, tiemarind, bel, In¢ian piur, 


custard apnle, papaya end cashcunuts are also groune 


6 : N g 
4. % . Ulicliecy, Gisiticr Gagetcer Polasore, D- 86. 


7 
Ibides Dhe 154-31. 
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Ponuicbsoen: 
The Table bela, gives an overall denogiaphic sheturo 


uf the Balasore distrielt acecrding to the Gunsus of 1971: 


ALLE 
i Total 8 Hale | Ferale 
a Le LET . 8 
- 2 „ 
Grand total 18,20, 504 97285342 350 162 
Rural 17,350,350 874,155 856,195 
rbon 1,00, 154 54,187 255967 
Hhudihust in total 9 2 
Lura “s = 
JP CE 9 2 
Christian in total 1,297 74 
Dl. 715 745 
Urban 576 605 
finda in total 892,215 3, e, 480 
tural 8,351,479 8,335,081 
Ur pan 48,736 333415 
Islan in tcval 54,660 54,276 
Rural 21,902 EE 42.7 
Urban 12,758 171,349 


EATER. TORO, LONE NE ATOR REE) — ROO RCE AEE TE EN OCT AER NI CAS NE HORT OOO Pe AH 
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Jains in total 76 64 
Raval 4 z 
Urban 72 64 

Sikhs an totel 44 ai 
AAL H. 12 8 
Urban 38 27 

Other e an dot ad. 46 5 
Raval 20 2 
UrLan 3 a 

C Teen in tocal 7 2 
Rural = 8 
Urban i 2 (8) 


Balasore 48 a district of redetanontiy Hindu porelecicn vith 
spPinkilings ul «uslinge and Christaaags. Tue Hindu nopulaticn 
vi BDalacere can be divided Intec careo gronps ~ Taste Aundtis, 
Seheduled Castes und Scheduled Tribes. hindu caste zue use 
Brahmins, harass, Khandayats, Ragus, Sufdrac, washeurnen, 
Plack-s ilths and Gold-suiths ete. The bosci popuis tio. of 


wheduicd Gasto in the district is 4,04,797. wit A hach 


u 
286,927 live in rural arcas and 17,870 Live in urbac arecs. 
“4974 Cousis, PoLt-Ile3(1), Pp. 104-105. 
9 


Ibid a 


The total population of Scheduled Tribes living in 
Balasore district is 1,54,153. Out cf them 1 42, 506 live 
in villages and 9,647 live in urban arcas. 

Bariy History of Balascres 

Copper plates disecvered in Badkhurl nocar Soro, atad 
in Sanvat 260 indicate that Maharaja Sambuyasa of Mudgala 
family uas Ruling in northern 2032140 in 579-80 A. D. Gora 
was perhaps the administrative headqueriers of al dynasty 
in northern Tosali in 6th-7th Century f. D. Sarapha in Uttar 
Tosall has been identified with Soro tun. 

Jayrampur Copper plates of Bhograi show that the 
nerthern part of the district of Balasore vas ruled by 
Gopachandra in about the 6th Century f. P. 1 

Tyo Copper plates grants issued in 13th and 14th 
regnal yeor of Naya Paladeva in 10th Century A. D.,; vere 
discovered at tIrãa! and Kalma in north Balasoie respectively!” 
The village fRenuna (Ranuna is derived from the ucrd 'Ramaniya? 
meaning; nice) in the vicinity of Balasore town is another 
ancient place in the district. It came into prominence during 
the reign of Conga King e Dova- I, uko probably brought 
the image of ‘Lord Gopinath ron Chitrakuta and Instelted here. 
It was a strong military base and a seat of adninistrotion 
during Narasingha Deva~I who twice marched through Balasore 
to attack Bengel. 


1 i 
On. XI; Ppa 197-202. 
gg., XII, bp. 1-4. 


18g Le, Vol. XII, pp. 150 ff and ORT, Vol. XVI, No.4 
to Vol. XXII, 30.15 DP. 117-15. 
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While SLey zus at Remana in 1295 K- D. for Z AA tar 
psecaratiuns, Jarasingha Teva=I issved the scrcuapataua and 
fllainas Cooper Mutes. Probably he built che famous fort cf 
at as the .ititary base to fight against the enerucs 
frou Bengel., Later ca in 1568, this fort vas carcuved by 
Generals os Suleluan arrani. |? 

Desras Nal bana fort, “Sarsacingha Deva-I raised a chain 
of forts at Yamluk, Auarda, Jalcsuer and Bhadrak te resist the 
enemy's invasicen. The nest roucrlzable religicus devciconent cf 
furyavansi rulc in Orissa was the eumzsng of Chaitnya, the 
asistle of Yoishravisnm fron engel. iHe cane te brissa isn 1510 
during the isign of pratagarudza. During Ris resigicus youruey 
rim Daĝia to Puri, he passed chreu h the Belascre district. 
While chartan, Godts nause through At an Music! he reuched 
Balls C- border aiid visited Jeleswar derple. va the vay he 
visited the Gupanath Teunle ur Casta end the Ccpinath fen le 
(the Cezty cof ubich is Yamous as Khiracnery Gopinath) at 


Foemutie. Thereafter, ho virited Sidheswar Siva at Soro anc 


tennics al Bhadrak. It is said chat cis father Jagannath lishra 


1 
ra 


beloaged to Jajpur of Orissa. Nis pious Lifo exereiscd a geod 


2 | a 
eal cf Influence on the people of Balesoxe in nedieval pericd. 


vis 
L. e. OI rey; District sagetcer Bulasore, 5.317 
heloania is neac Jalesu ar. 


ta 
Ibid. 
15. $ `e — = vat — 7 
Prubhat uhkhergee ; History cf the EA pnith an 
22824 D268. 


hal. Afghan Sontecst: 

Paring the reign of Neubkunda dev, che last Hindu king of 
Opisaa, Balasore beccme a battle-grouud betweea the Afghans 
and vukunda Dev. Suleiman Kairani, the Afghan Salten uf Ecngal 
at acid Css in 1568. f 

Seleinan divided the turbuleat Afgaan aroy into tuo 
helves = che first was led by himself and the second by 
Bay Ad, his son. Thrcagh the bighloads of Mayurbhanj,Cuyarid's 
arny entered the coastal belt of Ralasore. Ram Chandva Bhanj, 


* 


the Shier of Sareng Garh fought vith Iukunda Dev in a bat cle at 
Gobica Mikiri 7 in the distract of Balasure. Mukunda Pev bes 
killed. It was the buttic-fieid of Cohlra Tikari that witncesed 
the sunset of tke independent Hindu kingdom of Grissa. Aiter 
Bayozid, Daud, the second son of Suleinan suececded to the 
throne of Bengal. The rmuhal Smperor Alsber desnatched Raja 
todarcai® ayaunst Daud. Daus fled to Grissa. In Orissa he 
carried on his activities betueen Jalesvor and Cutteck. 

During the rule cf tue Afghans such as Daud and Kut iu 
Khan, IHdnapors Gistrice cf present duy lest Bengal formed a 
part uf Jalesvar Sarkar of Orissa. It also receined a part of 
Urissa Subah under the mughals for c long tins. Fut Jaleswar 
Skar atid H. JJ. part cf trissa were ansexed to Pengal during 
Shah Jahan's rule. 


léropin ku. Sohu., A ESE. vf EASA e296. 


Win p. S. of Bhadrak Sub-divesion. 


181. 8. 8, Citlel ieh, Dustrict Gagsttccr, 1907. 


19 todas, p. 185. 


— S 


—ꝓ—Zu— me ee 


Battie of SA or vnpholmoyis 

Leth Hunin gban aad Tucarmal, Guocrals ov Akhbar con- 
roate Deud acer N siz miles . et of Jalesvar on the 
bank of Suvernarckha. The grim battle Leck place on 3 Mareh 1575. 
fhe Afghans bad 200 clephants. The mu nals vere ecuianed with 
cannons. ishal Ceneral KhaneleKbhanaa anc inin Khan vere vounlce. 
Daud lost the battle end 0 curned to Cuttack. Todaramel pursued 
him ep 80 Ralkalghut l. Monin Khan aarvinted Murad Khan and 


Nagar Bahacur as two Thanadars of Jale wer and Bhadrck vospcot- 


p 
22 


ively and this portion vas annexed to the subeh cf Bengal. 
nagin Jomnss 

Daring Akberts rule, the Maghal revenue miaist.r Pode roel 
introduced a settlement of the croun lands, fcanded on a rea- 
surenent and valuaticn called "Tagsix Jama and Tankhwe Reomi ? 
a gottlement in icspect of the amount of the recular land rent 
ané the neĝe of obtaining a yovénue srun the country. IK uadote 
tool: a thorough survey of the entire  -roviuce and introducea a 
standard rod of twelve spans (Baradusti-Pudaka) as the yardstick 
fur cll Loco ncosureuents. Tedar Halts sactlemeat uus careie4d 
out in thres essen Sarkar or divisions such as Jalcsvar, 


z3 
Bhadvakt and Cuttack. 3 


20. R J 
sicelhmanr has Lcentified Tukorsi uith the village ol 

Mugholaeri(sianghter of hu hcis) situated near Jalicaors 
History we Portucnese in Bonoawl, pede 

21 t 

“Abul Fagl adentifies it vith Pbodrak; L.” .o.Utiolley, 
Pigtrics Gagety-vur, Balestre, p. 7. 
Leaf O alley; District Qazetsscez, Palasure, 2.47. 
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In 1592, the Mn hal General Mansingh had an enesuniur 
with the Argbans of Jale spar. Ne defected the lavtcr end 
becught ander control the places around it. In 1598 19 absence 
of Menoicsh, Oswen Khan, defeated the iu hal soldiers at Bhadrak 

ad oecupicd terrlicries up to the river Suvarnarekha. Maasilngh 
again came vith ap army of 20,000 horses and ecnearmed on the 
bank of Suvarnoreizha for second tise. Pught took place noor 
Rajghet and the Afghan General, Osman khan was sloin. Toic 


£ 
was the final devoat of the Arghuns. 


Tesecodsots Gf hen hal ig. Ah. palosore: 

Even az ter the lapse of three centuries, today the des- 
cendents of Sulaunants Followers vho settled down at on 
Pathan Mahalia, Knallasl Hshalia, Jurpur, szazabađd, Deiramaga 
in teun and Bhadrak and Dhannager, speck of their gerccloyy. 

Cle urites that Hitan Kuan, an chen General uss 
buried at Gharpada alter bis death here in the baltic. The 
Bhuyea Zamily in Rupsa used to enjoy rent-free (136 ceres) 
load to lock after his tomb." 


Shah Pussri and other Geszevals like Mokhenmad Khan Salza d. 


were also buried at Ramchondrepur hear Holdirada, 15 kilonecves 


{rem Balasore. 
GNulab Sheh the fourth one ves buricd at Peruna, 4 ims. 


Tron Belasore ulere a big nerket, culled 'tShehajlpataa!’ naoned 


ie ee History of Greicssa, Vcl. II, p.382. 
25 "essen iv lley, Bistpict Garcctte r, Balasore, 9. 48. 


26 Tides pp. 46, 288. 
27 7020 9 9 p. 06. 
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atiter hin, had freun up and cpenemorates the name till date. 
These names and places in the district tastify to their 
arrival oad settleuent In Falascre. 

There is a place called Monsingh Bazar at the our gd & 
of Balascre toun. This place appears to have been named after 
the Mughal General Mangingh. The surnomas such as fol, hs hGh 
aad Runa ubnel are fcand in the Balasore di street indicates thet 
sums Rajputs serving in the Mughal Gevermmcat cad arry had 
sottisd in Balasore dsstrict. 
Conmerc.al Immortavee of Balasore durisg Manual pericd: + 


Ag balasure vas a cunsmercial boun and wort, the ubbad 


Cc 
27 


fYfi2zelal ip charge ci Balasore cxereised a Lot Cr puvers an 
anfiecnee over che traccrs. 

In 1650 Briagmea, the English laetor at Ualasore wos 
advised by Captain Brook Haven to keep good sslation uath the 
Covernor of Ealasuore. The werchants of Balesore pert hed to 
procure a 'Sishant or corder in 1657 for trefe. During 1658 
when olik Leg vas the adminisuretor tthe was very abusive', 
tne English decided ta eluse the aint. S 

In 1658 Shab Shuja, the then Subedar of Bengel anncreð 
tu Bongaly the turvitery of urissa up to Belasove gort, which 
conpriséed part cf BaLkars of Gualpars, Melijhata, Mayzara, 


oO 


— ľa 39 
Basta aad Serer dJalesver and Pema. 


28 , 1655-60, pp. 192,407, 406. 
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The ccrmmercsel activity cf East India Consany alse facoð 
setbeek in Balasore during the tine ci Augrcngecb. During furang- 
zebis rule; Grissa vas Liven an independent sictus under a sepa- 
vale Subodcar casied hau-A-Dauran. In 1661, Shan-a-Peuran vained 
che C.lipeny to step tacar aztivicy in 8 ad 

In 1693, Ibran Kha, Nauah of Beagal issucd a batwana 
te Che ranch. Lovards the cluse of 17 century when Sad-tuilah 
Khan vas the adminzstruter of Balasvrc, Nawab did not like 
interlusers to cont.muc trade in Bolasore. 

in 1725 vben fcoauid Khan was the Peputy Coverner in 
Crissa, Jalesuar Division lying betwecr Tanink, Midnapcre, 
and the river Suvirnarel:ha was vith the exception of a feu 
small iseal divisions nexrged with Benal. Te built Kadam 
Rasul et Dalasore ead the mascacry tonk, T 
Rige of Aliverji Xhon: 

As the Mughal authority at the conre becawe veok, 
Ceisse canc under the rule of the independent TNavabs of 
Sen, ab ia the early pert of cighteenth cantury. Aliverdi Than 
becarne the Javob of Benet in 1740. Then he aarched Lo Jalesuar 
vie Midnapure, Bis Loci was to establish ouchoraty over Orissa. 
thzie erussin, the raver Suvarnarckkea, ho sought the help of 
the Rajah Jagadisvare of iMayurbhazj whe unstently deeliacd. 
Aliverdz shuested this challenge of the insolent Rajah by 


attaccing Reyah's Lorcese 
“Vnnt., 1661, pe 178. 


a1 


close vo Balasore (Mnicipsiity Oitice. 


Aliverdi, the andumitoble reached Ramehanérapur?’” 
near Unldinade ond eneansed these. 

Hus ben Jung (son-2n\-lay cf Shuygauddin, vho was Alivoaprdi's 
rival), the Governor or Orisse had collected S00 cannons. 
Aliverdi Khan reached Phuivarl (Phnladi) and confronted hin 
at a lage near Hacipur and Dahapare vbich is situated between 
Nuaiajeri Bridge Irom Balascre vam side and Burabelanca river 
Bridge entrance to Balasore town sige.” This palitary encounter 
is menticned in Seir Mutagherin by Suid Ghul em Lusseazn khan. 

A sanguinary battle took place oc 3 Merch 1747. AL Liest 
Ruston Jung's sch-in-lau; Mirsa Bagr; fouted fAliverdits Dengal 
sclidicrs but Aliverdi's proven attack forced ust Ch to ilee to 
save his Life. De fled to Balasore port of an elephant acc ca- 
panied by kis son-in-law Arza Bud and 2/3 thcusand nen. Then 
his friend Haji Mahasin (who also took part in Phulwari dar) 
tok hin in his merchaut ship to taslipattan in 6 days. Aliveréz 
pleced Seulat Jang an cherte of UPassa as Deputy Governor. 

“o gocrer had Aliverdi left Oni Sea than ourga Pad, 
the sco-2nelsu of Ruston Jang subjovaced Orissa and imprisuned 
Saulat Jang. Consequentiy, Aliveidi Ena again invaded Orissa. 
Ne first released Savlat Jang aad then narocne opainst the 
Raja of Maeyarbhonj who vas Nirza Baquts ally. Thereefler, 


the Raja filed vo the hlilsSa 


Bai vi Haldipata Reilway Sration. 


„3.82 n 1109. TA ET Gazetteer, felasore, ». 56; 
Ani. 
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Conflict petween the Tovnab and Morathoss 

Touerés the close of 1741, Aliverda Khan the Navab of 
Hengai, established his suyvenacy over Bengal, Bihar and 
rissa. At that tine Raghuji Bhonsle vas the independent Chief 
of Nagpur. On receiving an invitation from the envious relatives 
of Sarfarez, Raguujee Bhonsle sent his Prime Minister, Bhaskar 
Ram to invade engadl and ¢clieet Chauth! from the previnec, 
Bhaskar Ran nerched through Orissa vith 23 conuanéers. Aliviri 
fought vith Marathas in Orissa and Fe-established his authirity 
in urlssa. Tut the lierathas carried cut their loot and piunder 
te Midnepors end Balnsova. In threes nertha or rainy sss, a 
part of Orissa came under Maratha dominution. Bhaskar Ran 
changed his strutcgy at Balasore anc fought neck to neck vith 
Alaverdi near tildnopere. Belng defeated Bhaskar vetrented via 
Balesure in Deccheer 1742, On 31 March 1744, Dhasker Ran vag 
kulicd by Aliverdl in latter's compe.” wou the whole of Orisse 
Cake under the control of Mir Habib, a trusted General of Mora- 
thosa To check the Maratkhas, Aliverdi Khan appointed shaved Khan 
as Gvwvernor of Ovissa. | 

Merathas entrapred Mir Fabib an Mahon Generel in a 
pattie vith Aliverdl in Katwah in Pengal in 1742. Habib vas 
Pereian of Shivas. Ue migrated to India in search of fortune. 
He started his tire by retailing the wares at Nusli. Murshid 
u- II, being imoressed by his knculedse in Persian, appointed 


hin as his Deputy. 


54. i | p 
Gil, L maigh LAL AE DP. 85. 
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Gelsal Componyts factor at Salascre urete that Hr Hobib 
nad been awcitinge about tuo miles distant fice the tcwn of 
Balasore with eight thuucand horses and £0,000 feot seese that 


he is zolsing Batteries along the Fiver (Sudhabalung) side aad 


15 


plantlag ccamnen vessels vath a resolution to mage a stard c ainst 


35 
the Tewabis erees. 


verdad dezéatuGd tie Merathas aud recovered 021880. 
Soon siter his dcyertucc, liararhas again occupied Suteack. 

Ne hcerd this Gisheartenias neus at Bhadrak on 6 June 1749. 
sir Habib reached Balasore on 25 Octuner 1749 where a furce 
wt 40,000 joined him. 

ALiverdi Khan uvantcd to éestroy Marathas strong-hole 
eompletely. Thus writes webs ius in Betr. Mutacherin 
‘,Liverdi sest girej~ed-doulan”? young Prince Lovaros Daiisser 
Cherie he heard Mir-Hebib had been seen". Then "Seadj-ed-dculeh 
having pursued the enemy, enecamrcd at Belisser-bonder and as 
he discontinued tho pursuit,” 

The aray mobilised by Dust Mohennad Ehan and Mar Nagin 
“aah, marched against the Maratha: and reached Naroingarh. 
Aliverd: could oot resist bis impaticnce to ses his Grand- gon 
Sirsg-udsdanilah. e reached Rorayancert’°, the border of 
Bad. sore. Thera he net the Yormidabie force of the Mavrathasy 
who Cave a tongh fight to the Aquhab. In 1750, Aliveri defeated 
Mir ahi b. 


35 
Ben al Letter to Gourt , 22 eD. 1747, Para- 70. 
e 901. 172 Pp. 87. 
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3 pales 
Srpide 


put the conflat Ectucen the Mersthas end Aliverdi Zhan 


did act end. It continued, as both uere luuking upon ulissa 


as tne bone cf cuatention. 


Noratha Coatliets 

fhe straa,ds cf Marothas vith Nawab in Selasoce in 
1747 affected the Comnuny's activities and tne way of lifo 
GL Balasore too. The investment by En, lish factory could not 
be posslble. The people fled auay from somo Laces cut of 
Tear. 

The ble aehlng of cloths eculd not be possible in Balasore 
for uhlch Znolish factor at Balasore seat 7 bales of unbleccued 
Soth to Benval.e Even the vashermen vere not available to vash 
the cloths of liaratha General Habib. 

In 7750 as a result of the Maratha struggle with Aliverdl, 
tre veavers fled from Balasove and the Eo,lish could net vapchase 
goods on such 5 
SO Ab- kA. Inscitance of Balasore: x 

Durin, sixteenth, seventecath end ciphtecnth centuries, 
Baleaure wos a aer scout of cyper and Import. Covds Like 
Speer, silver, dead, vermilion, alum, coral, “Lauri, coir, 
oramstune, Elte and searlct trials uf elyht' (Spainish cacht 
dollar) meant Lur Uvrissa, Bengal and Bihar ccue via Belacoure 
and Pipli ports. tm the other hand itentale jcodst, salt, vice, 


scit pebre and the hilly products vere being ez? urted to 


ra 
K 


0 
Po.t Lillian to the Court, 22 Feb.; 1745-47, para- 110. 


4 yg 
0 Thide £9 Au Lust, 1750, para-G3 3 4 Pebe 7750-51, pora-9Ca. 


Tenasserin, Ifalacea and Acehin xrom ECLascre. Pinbos vas 
aveiLable ie Balasore. The vessel 'Thomas' carried su ar 
fron Bair gore to iHausiipataum in 1624 OTC 4,900 pagodas 
(Re. 14, 000%). 

Lui ller nent I ned Balasore as "a plece eclebrated ier 
rade in white calicoes colled Sanas (Sanne) n, Streynshaa 
Master, Supervisor of the fort St. George instructed the 
Chief of Balascre to purchase 'nillaes', a klad of blue 
cloth irom Balasore 1a 1679.8 

Such places of Balascre Jistrict as O; Balran orbi, 
Bhadrek vere the cloth producing arcags. Of che ¢luthes Sun cee 
dimities and mulmuls tere host important. Olher types vere Caste, 
Currah, Nillas, Mulnum, Hammam, calaco (called . cialis, 
Tachen, Chorconaa, bara); Sevrband, Punoi, Rumal.” ? These 
eoéton articles were puing cxported frum Balascre port. 

£o has Fandus ior veavers of high calibre, producing 
pannus of high quality. Maxalpar a place today in Salesorc 
tova, produced good cicths. There we find uaay weaving Tunes 
today. 

Clavellts account cruviees us the infor avion that 
iWinerrah! a place on the birder of Balasore tas famous ror 


Tasser cloth vvhich retaingat till today. 


Astor is Diary., Il, ppe 22-254. 
— NE 
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m 1727-483; 20 bales of Licun Sannces cute to Balasore 
Yor vhitening. Balasore deveduped trode relaisen with Lurcuse 
and Persia, Japan, South Asia, Malacea and Batavia, S CTI OY 
tes that Balasore port received eleyhants from Ccy len ond 
Tennassusin, Ships used to sail from heze to lirldives to 
briag Kavris and cryro (colr). Rav silk, salt parre, suse, 
dr LLNEer, pecs-wax, rice, butter, o211, wheat vere imported 
to Balasore. 

A aert served as a place for ivading und unloadin, of 
shins. It had tuo dry dceks oa the banks of the river Pura- 
palange A number of indigencus n rehants such as Chinchety, 
Khemehand (Gujuvati), Chintaman shah, Hoorcechurne, Sara3 
Seau, Rajaram, Kalyan Rey, Kum Narain, Gangaram vere trading 
at Balasore. 

Balasore purt vas lso used for ship-basidin, aod shap 

46 . 
repour. Druten nenkacus Balasere as "a sea con where shipp- 
aag vas built 5. Holascre vas kaoa as a 'ecnvenient duen 
Fer trimniing!. 
portu uoge Tra ln DBalagore: 

The comucrezel importence of Balasore attracted voriscus 
Eurcpcan traders. The portuguese vere the first to rore to 
Balasore. 1.1. Hunter and Campus copine thet the Portuguese 


arrived in Fl pli the place at the wonth cf river Suvarnarexha 


ahr ont 111 Tem, Tadza Mouse Sorresncnéence, Per-, 174/22, 
35620 

A5 

hr. ua. cle, Iv, 9.160. 
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“Soke talsene, She EEA anale of she ecgilsh in 
pone Ba l, Tonica, 1909, BDE» Hil, 2705 

27% 
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in 1514. 2 feeording to wilscn, they arrived in 1599. Pessibly 
they starved crade rer 1539. By 1650, Pipil was a proscer=- 
ovs tracing centre. In his asecunt, Bruton bas described Pipli 
eg a pert tuun of the Portuguese. It vas "an imrortant Poptu~ 
„Une suuLicnent on the custcin coast of Indiat, It wus a 
toere icun of the Portuguese where Portu, ^is are e 
In 1654, Shah Jahan Cadce dec the privile.es uf the rerb uesa 
ond pormatted English iastead. Hanrliue vislied Pipli ın 1636. 
Be writes "Ghe toua of Fal lice 4/5 lua,ues beyund the river 
LiGdu A, 

The eortuguese lost their imac as traders when they 
solé their prasceners in Pipli», Pipli as well as Balasore becane 


~ 


siave market in Balasore ia the Fersian acecunt of Shihab-ndedin 
n 
Tauzsh (Circa 1665). Thus Magh and Tiringha de wpncucnt 
the captives fur scle at a kigh pra to Teiluk and the port 
uf Balasorat. 
Aitkvesh the Pertu use treding cetivities docliuned 
afters the cening ci Enciish to Balasore, they remoiued z 
Eolasore for o long peiied. Even as late as 1766 they hac a 


ehureh at Balasore. 


48 = ‘ = 
Let. Huates, Glassa, FC II,; 9. 9. 
t — — — C 


Eu CE — 5 — os ae Sebastine MNansLlouo in 165C, 


iec 
Teppan in QL. - „ AV; gs & 4, 190a 
SOrhere 1g a place called riringa iatana hear che present - 
woul (Lahedevehunta) is Balascere. 


A 


Dutchs 
Opinions differ as to the ecunming cf Dutch to Pipli in 


Balasore. Dither thay came in 1625⁵ 


or they arrived in 1627 
as is held by modern scholars. 52 Campos holds that Dutch cane 
to Balasore in 1625. 

in the fifties of 17 century the Dutch used to send 
ships fron Pipl, carrying 2, 000 tens of refined seit petre 
annually «°° In 1653, tuo Dutch vessels left Balosore for Basra. 
Que to difference with Lalik Beg their vareehcuse at Pipili vas 
destroyed in 1653, 

In 1662 Duteh were perritted to bring their shins to the 
ports of Pipili and Balasore as a result of a farnan issued by 
Aurangzeb. In 1664 a dispute between English and Datch vas 
solved by Hawab Shatyasta Khan.°* In 1704 seven Dutch ships 
arrived in Balasore. As inte as 1758, they wore carrying on 
trade at Balasore. Their setilierant in Balasore is called 
Ulandasahi. A moat near this village is called Ulandanala. The 
Duteh graveeyard is adjacant to Parabati Girls! High School 
(with tva old monuments in goed condition). On one of the tombs, 
18 fect bigh, the letters tH BELIA is cagreved. Another tomb, 
ubieh is 76 feat high is tha tomb of a Tuteh who dled in November 


57 

Wilson, Barly Annals, I., p. 187. 
[Reng Cambridge History of India, J, pp. 40541. 
388. F. J., 1657654, 95. 
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1696. The Dutch and Danzsh setl.icnents coverina an area of 
7 acres vare eeced to the British in 1646. They were head 
as Kaas Hahals fur some time and Lessed on 'Tjara! subse- 


* 


guentiy to Rajya Beikuatha lath Dey. 
LA: 

The coming of Zaglish traders to Balasore opened a new 
Chapter in cGrissan lliscecury. 

eotain Ralph Cartwright ond Thouas Colley alonguith 

& Puy lishmen started their journey from Uasallpatem cn 16 Apral 
1633 in a country beat vith sone its fcr the Meuab of Urista 
to get permission fur duty free trade. William Bruton was a 
member of this party. They reached Tarishpur Garb in Cuttack 
and offered some gifts to Nawab Matuqud Khan aad in return 


got a parwaca for duty free trade ircm the Nawab. 


CL. darashpur Gari; Reirh Cartursght along wach and 
Tetecford and «liitum Vithal starlbed for Balasore on 16 Jene, 
163 and ceteallishe:d here the first To iisk foetory at Lalecore. 


Iar Kazia in his tine nede a grant of 12 batis £ land tc chen 


55 


h present Barabat l. Later ca Masuull.atam facteurs sent a 


į 
A m 8 ; = SG: ` 
ship sant: vith sore Euglashaen to balasole. Balasore seon 


greu linco an dimportont pert. The at, lis a chuse Balasore "suc 
not only to its being a souree of sug ply of eotesn monufeactu~ 


Jers ubich cocld be expertcd abrod @s+cesally to Europe and 
N 
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56 ., 1630-93, a LI.) N- JI; ilaun Early He, I., 16. 


Persia, a market for sale of goods imported from Europe but 


also to its being invaluable as a sea=port n.57 


aueh: 

The French ship called Flamond appeared in the outskirt 
of the Balasore toun on the benk of river Burabalang in 1678. 
Malik Kasim, the Wavabts Offieer in charge of Balasore recei~ 
ved it warmly. Ie arranged for the French a house for stay 
and 3,000 rupees to start a factory at Balascre. Unfortunately, 
the ship vas attacked by tho butch who vere ultimacely pona- 
lised by Shayista Khan, the Navab of Bengale By dinb.of a 
Parvana, they were allowed te start a commercial settlement in 
1674. Duplex selected Balasore as a suitable site in Orissa. 
The complex got furcher favour of Ibrahim Khan, Nawab of Bengal 
in 1693. The French seemed to have cecupicd an area of 64 aerca 
which lneczaased to 169 acres in the end of 19 century uhich 
iater on vas reduced to 38 acres after the settlement of British 
Governoront. The Balasore factory used to despatech“4etters te 
pondi cher. 58 Cloth was imported by the Freach from Bal ascro. 
A French ship landed at Balasore in 1720 to invest money for 


59 


Sannoes,”" Other articles of import were sugar, linen, silk, 


wax, salt petre, In 1744 because cf Maratha atrocity the French 


"watson, Barly Annals. 

i | 
588. Pp. Sen, the Prench in India, 1763-1816, 
92 based on Ta WAs oF 1767, DeG, 1.8. 100. 
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factory at galascre could not function ard tho Leetury recole 
had to Leave the place out of fcar. The rench scttieseat in 
Ralesore ag called favasidinga (Preach Enclave). It vas vathin 
the gurasdict.on of the French adwinistrctor cf Chandanna or. 
Danga: 

The Dancs 388 Gfecrts to establish their factory at 
Balasore an 1655. ou re writes that Dares built a factor, 
at Palasorse petting a sauetiva from muga. Guvomiort&1, 

0 TAE kasın by paying RS. 5, C000/ NS. 6 000 to hin. 

"ones occa ied 7 acres cf land close do ton. Their 
sectloment is ncu called Dinakardinga. It is close to 
Glendcessahi. They bad a suait cuck rur shipping. Their 
estebl«shmeat was ceded tu the British in 10486. 

By the middle of the eighteenth century, when Balasore 
aleoaguithn the rest of Orissa e me under the Maratha rule, it 
had already become a place of  rcat nolltieal and ecrmerecial 
importance. Polltsc:liy it had been the battle-cround of 
Mughals and Afghans asd the Nawab of bengal and the Hareches . 
(Bhonslas) Gouverelally. Bulascre bad Grawn traders of vortices 
European garions because of its purt and ibe corvton textiles 


La wre produced in large gecic in LES Surrounding areas. 
( A ne Tia Te Ey aida * 
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68 word Gerner Means heie Admunistratur. 
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( 1751 ~ 1803) 


The decade that preceded the treaty of 1751, concluded 
between Raghuji Bhonsle, the Maratha Chief of Nagpur and 
Aliverdi Khan, the Nawab of Bengal, vas a period of anarchy 
in Orissa. The economic condition of the province became 
niserable during thes period of Chaos. Attacks of the Maratheas 
and the counter-attacks of the Nevabs army beca..e frequent. 
Balasore ybeing the border district ,bad to suffer a ict as a 
resuit of the clashes between the Nawab's army and Maratha 
hoardos. 

Balasore became the theatre of skirmishes between the 
favab's soldiers and the Marathas during 1742-1751. The 
conflicts between the Marathas and MNavab's army becane fre- 
quent as the former forcibly collected money from the pcople 
to meet the pressing desand of their home authorities. But 


in spite of several attempt by the Nawab to drive away the 


Marathas, they continued their piunderlng activities in Orissa. 
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Ins large scale successful plunder and extortion of 
money from the innocent people by Janoji Bhonsle, the son 
of Raghuji and Hr Habib, an Afghan who ves the Lieutcrant 
of Maratha army paralysed the Newabts authority in Crissa. 
Conscquently, Aliverdi {han lost all the hope of defeating the 
Marathas. The game of hide and seel played by the Marathas 
Under the generalship of Mir Habib exhausted the aged and 
ailing Navab, Aliverdi Khan. The Nawab dad not want to prolong 
the Light vith the Marathas any longer having already undertaken 
tten! campaigns against them. The Merathas had also faced tre- 
mendous set-Dacks because of Nawab's invasions. AS a result 
fron both sides there was anxiety for compromise. ' 

ompromi sas: 

In the compromise that soon took place between the Nawab 
Aliverdl Khan and Meratha Chicf Raghuji Bhonsle, Mir Habib 3 
played a key role.” 

In the negotiation of the treaty betueen the two parties, 
Mir Zafar acted as the representative cf the Nawab and Ifirca 
Saleh negotiated on behalf of Raghuji Bhonsle.” 

Tao treaty vas finally coneluded in Hay or dune 1751. 

The treaty has been described by Seid Ghulam Hussain Khan in 


his bock Seir Mutagherin. The terus of the treaty are as 


15, Sarkar (Ed.) History of Engl, Vol. II, p. 456. 
28 el rin, Vol. II, p. 111. 
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follows: 


"That the river Schanakla uhich runs by Ballisser 
Tender, should henceforuard be reputed to be the 
vall and boundary betwixt the two domind ons; and 
that the Marhatta armes weuld never offer to 
erosa it, or he put a foot in its ae 

hat Mir Habib, deemed henceforvard to be in the 
service of the Majestous in battles, should be 
invested by him uith the honourable office of 
Deputy to His Highness in the Nizamet or Military 
Governnent of the province of Orissa. That as 
Deputy Governor he should receive orders to appro- 
priate the revenues due to Rhago~dji-bhosich's 
troops. That over and above that assignment, the 
sum of twelve Lacs of rupees should be paid to 
Rhaguedji's agents yeariy, under condition that 
the Marhatta vould never set thelr foot again 
within dominions of his Highness. Lastly that 
Mutesuddies and the Accomptant office of Bengal 


would pay yearly the above sum. S 


Aliverdi finally surrendered the whole of Orissa, south 


of the Suvarnarekha river and the Pargana of Pataspur and other 


12 Parganas beyond the river as well to Raghuji Bhonsle I. 


(1707-1780), reprinted by Cambray d Go., Calcutta, 1926, 
Pps 590-91. 
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tage or Views of the Modar mes, Vol. II, 


Sgeir Vol IL, Dp. 112, 113. 


STbId., pp. 112-113; Calendar of Persian Corresnondence, 


Vol.2, NO. 1287, Bde 331-332. 
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The area that Aliverdi ceded to the Marathas Uas 8,000 Sq. mu. 208; 
it extended for 200 miles on the sea coast right from Fipii at 
the mouth of Suvernarekha river to Halud in Ganjam. It vas a 
long stratch of coastal belt. 

The treaty resulted in the cstablishmont of Maratha 
rule in Orissa. Orissa came under the rule of the Bhonsle 
Chie? of Nagpur province. Henceforth the Maratha vould collect 
Chauth in Orissa without any obstruction from the Nawab of 
Bengal. 5 
Hr. Hobib = Ist Renuty Governors 

The appointrant of itir Habib as the Deputy Governor of 
Orissa vas based on a ground created by Mir Habib hinseif. 

The Marathas wanted him to vork as Deputy Governor of Orissa 
because he had yet to clear the promised arrears to Marathas 
for utilising the Maratha soldiers. 

ALiverdl agreed to Habib's appointment as he could not 
find a better Muslim General to manage the difficult situation 
in Orissa. Legally Mir Habib ruled as a servant of Aliverdi 
to clear up the dues of Raghuji. But he vas under the de facto 
control of MHarathas, as he had worked as their General. Practi- 
cally he behaved like an autocratic rulers 
Death of Hai: 

In 1752 Janoji, the son of Raghuji Bhonsle cane to 
Orissa as his father's ropresentative and soon became aware 


of the uisdeeds of Mir Habib., Hapib did not send the snount 


Toifth Report from the Select Gomittee on the Affairs 
of Hast India Company, 1612, Aprondix Do. 4, p.245. 


a Tribute (¢) claimed by HUsrathas from conquered provineas. 
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that vas due to Naghuji. The Maratha officers working under 
him resented his heughty attitude. Janojl soon disliked 
Habib’s "strictness of ccrmand and imperiousness of temper’. 
He wanted to institute an enquiry on his aecount. 

Mir Habib vas sumioned to the court of Janoji at 
Gerria a place which was 20 kilometres away from Balasore 
ond is situated between Jaleswar and Balasore to render his 
acecuntse Habib whose trocps remained at a distarca from the 
camp had to pass the whole Cay hearing questions and giving 
ansuers . 10 

Habib was FFC Thereafter, 
he ves imprisoned in the camp of Gharpada. He soon Giscovered 
that a plot had been hatched to kill him. Co he tricd to 
escape, bug wes ceught and brutally killed in the midnight 
of 4 September 1752. 

Chalan Bussain has thus deseribed the plight of Mir 
Habib; "Hir Habib who was on foot and unarmed and had but 
a handful of men vas slain as he was pushing forward with 
ardour; and every one of his followers vas elther killed 
or disabled". The place uhere this incident took place in 
the Pargana Charpade is todey known as Hebibsanji. A snail 


market has groun up there. Mir Habib's grave is still found 


%situated at the border of RHeyurbhenqe and Balasore District. 


10 2, VoleII, p. 116. 


Mp serict Gazcttecr, Balasore, p. 51. 


12; ,aunath Sarkar, Fall of Mughol Empire, I, pp.50, 102, 1033 
Datta" AlLiverdi ond bis Lines", pp. 51,976 


in the burial ground of Kadam Rasul , near Dargha Maidan 
(field), close to present Balasore itunicipality. 

After the death of Habib, his nephew Mirza Saleh, an 
Officer of Nagpur Court sueceeded him as the Deputy Governor 
of Orissa vith the consent of Aliverdi Khan as well as Raghuji 
Bhonsle. He ruled from 1752 to 1759. 

Ditfcrent scholars hold different opinions on vne 
territorial arianzcments, made in the treaty of 7751. Usuf Ali 
(1764-1770) was of opinion that the Suvarnarekha river near 


14 was the line of demareation between Bengel and 


Jalesuar 
Orissa in 1751. Maratha sources also corroborate this view. 
But Ghulam Hussain Taba Tabai held that 'Sona Makiat which 
ran near 'Ballisar Rander' was situated in the northern side 
of Orissa in 1757.16 Grand Duff held that Aliverdi Khan ceded 
the whole of the province of *Kuttack! (Cuttack) as far as 
Balasore to the karate. ffaramonanda Acharya holds the 
view that 'Balliser' could not be mistaken as Jaleswar near 
Guvarnarekha river and that it was not Suvarnarekha river 
(Sunazh deserbbed as Scnanmakia in tho treaty of 1751) a 
tributary of Burabalang river (Sona and Gangahar met near the 


Hational Highvay No.5 west of Phuladi) that runs west of Phuduar 


78821 , Vol. II, p. 117. 


7xusuf ali- Ahvel-i-lahobus Jang 82a; J. Sarkar (Bengal 
Nawabs), p. 150. 


18S Ragpur Bhonsle Balcher 45-46 quoted by Surdesai in 
farat hi sat Vol. II,; p. 498. 
16884. (Ed.); Raymond- II p. 115. 


Wonee "History of the Marathas", Vol.I, p. 457. 
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Ghat or Phuladi Ghat just fcur kilometres avay from Balasore 
uhich was the line of denareation between the Hewabis territory 
and the Maratha territory. 

There is, no denying the fact that *Ballisar Bander or 
Balasore port was there and Suvernarekha river acted as the 
frontline protecting the north of Orissa. The maximum Mughal 
Maratha fights tock place in this area between Suvernarekha 
river and Balasore pert, whenever the Mughals crossed this 
river. Uaturaliy the river gathers a lot of importance due to 
this Fact. 

Secondiy, the distance between this river and Balasore 
is only forty kilometros which prompts us to forn an extreme 
view that Sunai vhich vas close to Balasore port and an 
important tributary of Burabalang couid not be accepted as 
sonanukhl or Suvermarckha river. 

Thirdly, Suvernarekha touches the northern position of 
Balasore for miles together and Suna is insignificant in that 
respect. Hence there is sufficient ground to accept Sonemulht 
er Suvarnarekha river of Jalesuar as the separating line 
mentioned in the treaty of 1751, Sonali prosently known as 
Sona) could not be accepted as Suvernarekha river as opined 
by Paramananda Achajya. 1.e8.S.O'Malley points out that by the 
treaty of 1751 Suvernarckha became the boundary of Ofigsa. 

The Suvarnerekha was, houcver, not the real beundary of Orissa 
as the Marathas held such territcries to the north-east of 

the river as the Parganas cf Bhograi, Kananda, Pataspur and 
Shahbander and several villages of the present thana cf 
Gopinabheurs S 


189. strict Gazetteer, Balasore, 1907. 


In fact the treaty was not properly implemented because 
Bongel and Orissa claimsd thelr jurisdiction over the area on 
both sides of the river. While parganas like Potaspur (nou in 
West Bengal) Bhograi, Kanarda, Shahbander (north Balasore) 
reuained under the possession of Orissa. Bengal Governnent 
had Velorachcur pargana under its poss session.” 

In these border arcas some of which now belong to 
Orissa and others to the Midnapore district of Vest Bengal, 
the people speak both Bengalee and Oriya languagese 

tho semin: stration jn Balasores 

$inee 1757 Orissa reueirned under the administration of 
the Hiarathas vith a Subedar in Charge of it. The provance vas 
divided into tuo political division$S such as Mughalbandi and 
derhd at. Mughal band covered the plein lands in the sea ecast 
from the river Suvarnarekha to the border of Khurda. It was 
under direct Maratha administration. The hill regions, situated 
to the vest of the plains which vere ruled by tho indigencus 
Chiefs were called Garhjatse. 

Marathas divided Mughalbandi for the purposes of better 
administration and collection of land revenue, into four 
'Chaklas' or divisions such as Balasore, Soro, EBhadrek and 
Cuttack. These hake uere further sub-divided into parganas 
which numbered 150. Pargana was further divided ante two, 


21 hs 7 
three or nore hHahalg or allotments aad each Mahal into 


Wap is hear Rajghat Railuay Staticn and situated on 
the bani: of Suvarnarekha near Dastae 
a Secret and Political Consultations, Ist March, 1804. 


Pongal Revenue Consultations, Ist August, 1822, No. 5, 
15 Oct? 821 Stirting to Governrent. 


some villages. During Haratha rule thirtytwo amilis controlled 
the revenue administration of Mughalbandi ares 
eve E: 

Amd. vas the Revenue Officer. Some junior Revenue 
Officers assigned to teluk or subediivision were called 
Chaudries, Ranungogs or Talukdars who used to assist Ae” 
The Talnkdar realised revenug from the ryots of pabi Kest 
Villages. Sader Eating vas the highest Revenue offielal neut 
to mil, The Gunsstsh assisted Sadar Kanungo. Tho Mukadans 
were Keyenue Officers having hereditary rights of office and 
enjoyed rent-free Lands. 

fhe Marathas introduced a yearly revenue settlement 
which was known as lastabud Settlement'!. All the revenue 
realised from the ryots vas regularly sent to the Government. 
The lend revenue was fixed for the land actually under cultl- 
vation.” During the period under review, there was an inerease 
of the revenue of the Pargana of Kamarda hogs. Bhograi and 
Pataspur., garindars of such parganas vere collecting money 
from the lasd holders who used to pay their revenue through 
then but the former kept the lionts share with them and paid 
a small amount to the Government. When this was opposed by the 


Jand holders, the Coverndent increased the revenue. 


2 ng Revenne Proceedings No.5 of August 1, 1822, 
he Stivling, Secretary to Commissioner of Cuttack to Coverument 
of Bengal; Oct. 15, 1821. 


25 en 2a) Revenue Consult ati on-, August 1822, No. 5; 15 Cet. 
1827 KA. Stirling to Governuent. 


2% onrdts Colicetion, Vol.586, No. 14189 p. 300. 
Qay roissa undar Marathas, P. 132. 
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The Tand-hol ders who cured proprietory right in their 
estates faced difficuities. Difficulty arose in case of traasfur 
of Land. Le,ality of an heir vas established on payment of fine. 
The tax varied aceurding tc the whims of the tax collectors of 
this time. Pilgrim tax from pilgrins going to Lord Jagannath 
of puri vas realised in the border 1.¢., near Rajgkat and 
Jalesuar for which 12 Choukics vere appointed. 

“idor o gore: 

The Morathas had a militory headcuarter in Balascre 
which vos held in charge of an Officer, called Foujdar. This 
headquarters uas strategically most important, as Balasore was 
a border istrict and susceptible to inroads frcm outside. In 
the Maratha rule, a number of Faujdars vere appointed to control 
military stations in the State, having uith them come horses anc 
infantrymen. They vere appointed by the Subedar cof Orassa. A 
party of (500 Loot) infantry and cavelry (86 horses) was usually 
posted at Balasore. 

The second Maratha svation was Fulwar Ghal (Fuladi Chat) 
Situated at the cntraace of Balasore on the bank of Dudhabal ang 
river. This was a strong Maratha staticn as it guarded the 
entrance of Balasorc. The other important military stations 
In the dlstriet vere Soro, Padampur and Jaipur.” 

The Balasore Faujdar discharged military as well as 
civil funetions. The feujdar exercised authority over a large 
area, Be maintained discipline in the district; his pouer 
extended to the supervision of trade and comerce,ecliection 


of duties on grains and other commcdities on the way and 


26 A 
Early European Treeyeilers in Noapour, TereLeurges, 5D. 4) 8,12. 
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revenue collection from the tributary States of MLigiri and 
Mayurbhanj vbich he remitted to Cuttack." He not only locked 
ofter the border district but also suppressed the rebellions 
In the neighbouring feudatory Stetes like HA. LS LTI and Mayur- 
bhanj. For this graat responsibility, he vas given land~grants 
tovards his remuneration., S The zanindars who got Sanads had 
to attend the Faujdar vith Paiks when the latter needed their 
help to suppress any rebellion of the unruly subjects, The 
Marathas seemed to have folloved the Muhammedan Tau in ciyli 
and adninistrative matters but in matters of coste and religion 
they follcwed Hindu law. Some Ranhngoes vere appolnted as 
'Gostipati! or President of Caste Panchayat for solving äis- 
putes regarding religion and caste. A sanad of Kaupur NMahasay 
(near Bhadrak) reveals that thelr ancestors held these above 
posts. 
Balrangorhis 

Siraj-ud-dauliah succeeded Aliverdi Khan in April 1756 as 
the Mawab of Bengal after the later's expiry. When Fort Willian, 
the strongehold of the East India Company in Caieutta fell into 
the hands of the Hevab on 20 June 1756, the Dritish settlement 
at Balasore became avare of it. Ilearing this disaster in the 
headauerter, Thomas Bodam, the Chief of British Settlement at 
Balasore left the place out of fear vith a couple of soldiers 


carrying Company's 5 to 6 thousand rupees." 


2’ rary EAT An. Travellers in Nagpur Lt 9 9.825 
GPC, Vol.I; 17635. 


2875 d., p. 12. 
29. Stirling, An fceount of Orissa Prooep, Appendix- „p. I. 


Sponeal and Madras Paper, Part-I, 5.459, 8. C. HII (Ida) 
Rensel ip 1756-57. VoleTy ppe57, 104. 


On 
East 


The fugitive Englishmen fled to Balramgarni, vhich was 
12 kilemstres avay from Balasore and was situated at the mouth 
of river Budhabal eng. This place also becane the shelter of 
those English people who left Fort William after their deluge 
in the hands of Siraj. Balranugarhi remained a British resi- 
deney for some time. 

Ererch Help to Siraj: 

While Siraj vas ruthlessly expelling the English in 
Bengal, his Deputy Mirza Saleh (1752-59) was secretly helping 
them at Balasore and Orissa tt large. In order to defeat the 
English, Siraj sought the help of the French. He kept close 
contact with Monsieur Bussey who vas in charge of the affairs 
of Nerchern Sarkar.” Siraj uented the French Gonerals Bussey 
and Monsieur Law to come to Balasore to help im. Siraj 
instructed Mirza Saleh to assist Monsieur Bussey in his expe- 
dition through Orissa. Mirza Saleh silently defied Siraj's 
order and did not have any contact uith the French. 

At this stage, ue come across the note of a British 
Orficer, named 'Maequire! stationed at Balaramgarhl, who 
advised the British authority in Bengal to manage to procure 


an order from Nawab for providing goods for the Company at 


518.0. 112 (Ed.)? Bencal in SS- , Vol.I, pp. KOV, 
Bengal and Madras Paper Port. I, p. 409. 


Joby a 52 ggg 2 iviiian, Cahp. Balasore. 


+ 955 C. Hi (Ed.), Bengal in 1756-57, Vol. T, peCIXXI, Vcl.II, 
letter Nos.317, 319, 5437 (pp. 513, 514, 402). 


54 Ibid., Vol. II, Letters Nos. 317, 318. 


Bhadrak and other places (Aurangs i.e. Salt manufacturing 
places) - On 30 november 1756 John Zephaneah Holwell ninth 
member of the Council suggested to the court of Directors that 
'Balrangarhi might be nominated as their rresideney'.°” 
è eh's Relaticn with the LAS: 

The emergence of the Marathas as the rulers of Orissa 
hampered the commercial activity of the English Last India 
Company in Balasore considerably. Kelsall the British resident 
at Balasore in 1753 reported that because of the Ilaratha inroads 
nany ucavers had ler the place for vhich he could not purchase 
sone cotton goods. Because of the Maratha's rapacitics nany 
weavers sought the protection of the Company at Balasore. 
Merathas grew mure powerful in the province after 1755. In the 
moantine Mirza Saleh's relation with the Company became strained 
because he folicued the policy of pleasing the Marathas and 
interfered with the Company's effairs at Balasore. At first 
the Company tried to put pressure on IHrza Saleh through the 
Yavab but as they found the Uavab too weak to influence Mirza 
Saleh, they reconciled with Mirza Saleh offering him suitable 
prescnts,. As @ result, Mirza Saleh allowed then the right 
to trade without paying any tax. Mirga Saleh left Balasore 


36 
for liurshidabad on 27 Juno 1755. 
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Hrga Saleh and his son Dadar Mi the Paujdar of 
Balasore were dismissed because of irregular payment of 
Chauth of Eengol and revenue of Orissa from 1757 to 1760 
to the Bhonsle.” He was the last Musilin Subedar cf the 
provincē, appointed by both Navab and Marathas. After his 
rencval from the post, the Nawab of Bongal could no more 
exercise 'daejure! power over Orissa. 

Sheo-Bhatt: 

ifter the dismissal of Mirza Saleh, the Bhonsle Raja 
of Nagpur anpointed his own man, a Marathi, nemed Sheo Bhatt 
for direct collection of revenues. Sheo Bhatt remained In 
charge of Orissa during a period from 1760-1764. 

Bismissal of Burdett: 

Ia 1761 a quarrel took place botucen John Birati 
who vas the Chief of Balasure factory end the Marathase The 
latter complained against Burdettis oppression. On the other 
hand Burdett reported that the Marathas had made absurd eclaius 
on British factory and threatened to sack the factory. 

Pak Munshi: 

Burde bb left Balosore and Ghulam Mustafa Munshi vas 

entrusted vith the task of carrying on the Company's busines:. 


By i767 the Company's business in Balasore vas coming to a 


37 Pee VOI. II, No.1244, Long Rev. J (Ed.) Selection 
fron unpublished Records of Govt. from 1748 to 1767 including 
Vol.I, Calcutta 1863. 


Ia, PCa, Vol.I, lo.1254. 


50 ohn Burdett Chief of Balasore Fəctory, Fort Villin 
Tad a- House Correspondence, Vol. III, 1760-17635, . 355. 


standstill, Ghulem Mustafa vas a Dak Munshi. Dalk Munshis used 
to eet as political agents of the Company as well as postal 
agents In coastal belts fcr the sake of correspondence 
botucen Calcutta and Hadras n 

In March, 1761 Sadiq become the Faujdar of Balasore. 
Ar that time Joan Beistoy ves discharging the duty as Chief 
of Balascra Laetory. Tle was advised from the headquarters at 
Celeutta to collect 2} per cent duty on all gocds from those 
merchants who had applied for passeport of the Bast Indio 
COMpany « 

The Company tried to restrain Marathnas fron their 
repressive activities on British establishmens taraugh their 
poliszical agents. Ghulam Mustafa was directed to persuade 
Sheoram Bhatt not to be unfriendly tcwards their people in 
their estaplisboaont at Balasore. The Company tried to survive 
al Balasore by sil possible tactful meas 

„hen Darya Khan became the Faujdar of Balasore in 1762, 
Dak Manshi Ghulam Mustefa narateined gocd relations with 
Faud dz. Cn 7 February 1763, some French ships attacked tha 
port of Balasore but these ships of war were captured. on 
27 September 1760, Mir Sasim, tha Navab of Bengal, Bilhar ond 
Orissa entered inte a treaty with Company according to which 


he assigned the Ghuckia of Jellasure (Jaleswar) to Company e 2 


40 T. eld Rvcords Department, C. P. 3. 19171, Vol.I; 
1759-67; p. 52, 10. E38. 
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The British tried to convinces the Nawab that to savo Pcagal 
frum the Marathats invasion, the Naveab should expel the 
Marathas from Orissa and give the tract lying between Jalesuar 
and Cuttack (entire Balasore) to the Company. The Company vas 
preparcd to undertake the task of expelling, Marathag from 
Orissa, if the expenditure was borne by the Nawab for the 
S 45 The Dovab declined to comply with the Company's 
proposal ag its executicn involved large financial expenditures. 

Meanubiie insolence of the Marathas became unbearable 
for the English. The relation between Mir Kasim and the Company 
also becone strained on account of duty-free trade and oppre - 
ssion cf Company's officers. The Nauab stopped the abuse of 
trade privileges that the Company vanted to enjoy exclusively. 
Coileetion of Ghauth: 

Janoji Bhonsle had been trying to ecliect Chauth from 
Orissa oeceording to the tresty of 1751. Chauth was a tribute 
elained by the Marathas from conquered province. Is the Conpary 
hed starte its establishment in Balasore long baek, it had 
also to pay Chauth to Marathas. 
Navap = serathoa Union Foiled; 

Instead cf helping the Ensiish agasnust the Marathas 
Hir Kasim, the Kewab of Bengal sought te win over Sheo Bhatt, 
the Maratha Covernor to his side iu order to weaken the 
positicn of the British. The Newab extended an invitacion to 


Sheo Bhatt to join vith him in conneeticn with collection of 


23 
“Bengal Select Cummittee proceedings, 13, 17 Sopt. 17613 
Sees 9 Nos 13255 1394. 


A 
Chauth for yhich the Nawab sent ta ganad u of Jalesuar and 


Midnapore to Marstha Chief Shes Bhatt. when their relation 
grew stronger and Marathas vera sure of realisation of Chauth, 
Sheo Bhatt sent Bhaskar Pandit and Buly Khan, the adopted son 
of Sheo Bhatt to join Mir Kasim at Jaleswar. 

fipprehending danger from this Union! between the Nawab 
and Marathas, the Company sent Aga Muhammed Ali, an inhabitont 
of Balasore and Ghulam Mostafa Munshi, the Comoany's Gomastah 
stationed at Balasore to Sheo Bhatt for friendly negotiation. 
In order to win the Marathas avay from Nevab's side the two 
British agents assured the Marathas the paymert of Ghauth. But 
subscquentiy the Dritish played treachery with then. They did 
not keep their promise. Naturally Shee Bhatt fell into arrears. 
Ta 1764, Janoj1 dismissed gheo Bhatt ror non-payment of arrears. 

Chimna Sau was appointed in his place as Governor of 
Orissa in April 1764.5 At this stage the Maratha agent Puly 
Khan vas killed by the Raja of Dhénkanal. To punish the later 
Bhawani Pandit, the Devan of Orissa rushed imeediately to 
Dhenkanal, At this opportune moment Sheo Bhatt, the ousted 
Maratha Chicf, his younger brother Bhaskar Pandit ( the 
dismissed Faujdar of Balasore who had def aul ted the payment 
of revenne) staged a revcit against Janoji and joined hands 
with Rajes of Mayurbhanj and Nilgiri., They carried ali trea- 


a 
sures of Balasore to these state. 3 


engel Secret Committes Proceedings, 18 Feb. 1762. 
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Taking advantage of the pre-cecupation of Maratha armies 
of Bhavani bandit, the Dewan of Orissa in Dhenkanal, these 
Rajas pillaged sore of the parganas of Balasore district. 
Temedsetely after quelling the rebellion in Dhenkanal, Bhawani 
Pandit (de facto subsdar) a progeeded to Balasore vith a view 
to punishing those Rajas uho had started collection of toxcs 

rou the peasants directly. Bhavani Pandit could establish good 
relation with Lord Clive. With his support the Zamindars having 
salt lands in Balas ore could be able to sell the salt to the 
Bratishe” 

Pataspur, a sait manufacturing area became the refuge 
of the rebel proprictors. Belorachour (Velora) was the disputed 
pargana claimed by Denmcdar Bhanja, the Raja of Mayurbhanj. 
Yansitart wanted to bring Pataspur uncer their contrel to 
stop such disturbances. 
conns 108 Jani cf Or J 

Chirma Sau, the Maib Nagin cf Orissa alloved the Company 
te carry on their postal facilities in Orissa. Company set up 
its residence at Balascre and attack. S Dwani of Bengal, 
Bihar and Orisaa come under the Company on 17 Auguct 1765, 
acecrding to the terms of the treaty of 1765 1.¢., grant of 


' Deveni in 1765 by Shah Mam II (the Trperor of Delhi) to Clive. 


47 - 
Roy, Orissa under Narathass P. 20. 
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Iven then the legal authority of the Company over Orissa 
fcr colleeticn of revenue conid not be practically possible 
because of the de facto rule of the Marathas. So far as the 
Bhonsle Chief Janoji vas coneerasd, he cculd not realise the 
Chanth of Orissa on the basis of the firmen of Shah Alan IT to 
Jancjl Bhonsle in 1754.0 This was a vexed issve, To sclve this 
stalemate in later years in 1766 at the order of Clive, Thogas 
Motte undertock a journey to Nagpur provinees: to sound the 
officers of Janoji'ts court uhether ha uculd cede Orissa for 
qanual tribute to give a contiguity to the British dominion in 
India. He met Bhavani Pandit twice for a Sa e ee 
Mottejs Report asoras 

Thomas Hotte left Calcutta on 13 March 1766 and roached 
Jalesuar on 23 Merch (Ns 800) He undertock a journey to 
Sambalpur via Balasore vith two purposes. He vas to visit 
Sanbalpur diamond mines as the Rajah of Sambalpur wanted Clive 
the Governor, to send some trusted m@n for diamond tran3ation, 
Secendly, Clive wanted to continue tolk uith the Maratha Chief 
over cession of Orissa for an annual tribute. In the year 
1766, sarlot was the English Resident of Balasore. He vas 
appointed on 26 February 1764 by tke Company to despatch letter 
to Gistant places. He held a key post. Motte wrote in his 


itinerary; "I ezossed the river Socnbuarekha (Suvernarekha) 


select Committee Proceedings, 1764, Vol.2, pp. 352-33, 
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the 25th in company vith Mr. Mariot and catered tho Mohurbunge 
country. I passed the fort of Ommerda nagar’. Then Jalesuar, 
as he recorded was a suall toun on the bank of Suvarnarekha 
river., Thereafter, he passed through Rajghat, lMultany in village 
Kenpur, Ranisari and Basta. At that time, Basta was a large 
villape and was the first llaratha Chovkey on the road,consisting 
of a Thanadar and twenty men. The road beyond Basta vas nore 
wide, Ke also referred to qherpada village of Rupsa, which vas 
ufortified in the country manner by Assud Ullah in the service 
of 'Mohur-Bangs Raja (Mayurbbanj king) ubo apostatized from 
Hinduism and becaue a Mussalman". From Gharpada of Pupsa he 
proceeded to hanchandranpur near Noldipada where there was a 
mudehiii. This heap is stili found today in petuccn NceS Hat renal 
Highway aud Haldipada which is 13 KLlonetres from Balasore 
Droper. 
Daerr Milicary Bolts 

Phooluar Ghat on the bank of Burabalang river vas the 
entrance of the Balasore town which vas then a strong Maratha 
statione A party of 30 horse and 500 foce was kent ready at 
Ralasore. 

From Rajghat village, situated on the bank of the 
Suvernarckha river up to Balasore, Motte say 'tueive e 
` The distance was 25 miles. The pilgrims golng to Lord Jagannath 


had to pay money (octroi tax) at the first and last ghat(gate). 
Then Balasore vas a neat and populous tcun, one miic in leagth 


and bel a niie breadth". Ne vrote that Balascre town had grown 
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on the bank of the river Burebalang uhere vessels with 100 tons 
ght could come in the strean. The growth of English factory 
at the river-side with a large bullding had been mentioned by 
him. There was also a French fectory at the curve of the river 
Burabalang in the east of Balasore toun uhich is at present 
called old Balasore., One part of the area of old Balasore is 
called Parasidinga. In his report he refers to a Butch Factory. 
He also wentions the existance of two pyramids during this time 
belonging to them. There was a Portuguese church in this locality. 
Armenian and Portuguese paople used to stay in this locality. 
ALL their Foreign establishments grav up in the river-side. 

Bo left Balasore on 27 April, the sane year and vent 
to Wilsivd whieh is 20 kilometres from Balasore, 
Soros, 

Prem Motte'?s report we know there was no village between 
Balasore and Soro. There was a Maretha station at Sorc with a 
party of 100 hoprses. Ke erogsed Kansbans river on 29 April. 

Re has nertioned a stone bridge on this river, having a length 
of 7120 yards and a breadth of 10 yards. It hal ten arches. It 
was built by Shuja han. He also saw the deplorable condition 
of locelities near Bhadrak due to frequent attacks cf Narathas. 
He mentions notoriety cf the dacoits at Bhadrak. He wrotes 
Ohe Peirce vas robbed in the ridst of his camp. Lo doubled 
our guards and secaped.”> The place waa famous for goud veavers. 
The ronte he foliewcd during his journey has been mentioned in 


Renne Lis liape 
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Perms oO auths 

Motte's talk vith Bhawani Pandit bore no fruit. He was 
dissatisfied with Pandit and expressed it before Janoji. Clive 
again sent Mir zZainul Abedin?” as hls Deputy to ilagpur court to 
bring Orissa under the Company's authority. Clive sent vith 
Abedin some fine presents to the court of Nagpur to negotiate 
cer cession of Orissa. The latter put forth his plan before 
the Committee thus: "With Janaji it is our Interest to be upon 
terms of friendship «ese. We shali pay sixteen lakhs upon 
condition that he appoints the Company, Zamindar of Balasore 
and Cuttack countries vhich theugh at present of little or 
no advantage over balanced by the securities, we shall enjoy 
a free and open passage by land to and from Madras, ali the 
countries berucen the two presidencies being under our influence 
but I vounid not by any means think of employing force to pessess 
ourselves of those districts. The grant of them must cone from 
him with his oun consent and if that cannot be obtained we must 
settle the 'Chanth' upon the most nederate terms we can". 

The claim of Chauth by the Maratha Chief continued uithcout 
any decision. Janoji Bhonsle wanted to solve it cs he was handi- 
copped by acute financial setback. He nad to pay the arrear dues 


of his soldiers. Ee deputed Udeourl Gossain to Calcutte in 1767 
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to solve the long drawn affairs. Md. Regzakhan offered 15 lakhs 
of rupecs on condition of cession of Oricsa. Bat Gossain instead 
of 16 lakhs of rupees asdannual payment was promised by Clive 
with o condition of cession of Orissa.” 

fg embassy which examined the feasibility of sourecs 
of revenue submitted a report that 16 to 17 lakhs could be 
collected from Orissa ünder a sound administration.” Sambhuji 
Ganesh wanted to shift the responsibility of 80,000 inactive 
and underpaid Maratha horse to the Company on hire which leter 
on was utilised by the Company. Sambhuji Canesh could not 
naintain good relation with Company any MOL Tut he vas the 
nan who stationed a guard to lead the British troops to the 
pass of Rajghat in Balasor o 

K: ci Damodar Buaile 

Chaudhuries of Relorachor (Vellura near Rejghat) pro- 
tested and claimed that pretty long back 81 Villcges near 
Amarda fort were under tho parganas of Belorachor’” but Raja 
of Meyurbhanj Damodar Bhanja had occupied them foreibly and 
retaincd them. He held under him also 52 villages of Eclorachor. 

80 in 1766687 the Collector of Midnaporse Gespatched twe 
ecompanies of sepoys with cas Amin who delivered the possession 
of 61 villages along vith 52 villages of Eelorachor te the 
Chaudhuries of Belorachor. 


“Some Misce nsous, Vol.35, Feb. 11; 1768, po. 31-52, para-5. 
59 gal Seleet Committee edi 2 July 14,1767. 
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62 Yolora is near Rajghat Reilvay Station betueen Basta 
and Jaiesucr stations, 


Damodar Bhanja, Raja of Mayurbhanj could not raise any 
opposition. At this tine Maratha Chief wanted him as an ally 
for realisation of Chauth in Bengal. 

Motte wrcete that the Panjdary of Pipli vas the first 
aversion fron Mayurbhanj Zamindary and the next uas that of 
Balasore. Since then, several taluks vere taken from it and 
the Raja had no Land eastward of the road. Sambhuji Ganesh” 
in his letter to Damodar Bhanj urote that if the Chauth vas not 
paid/then, Sambhuji Ganesh would station his troops in Gharpada 
near Rupsa®*, and diiecced that Raja to join him vith his 
force. Sambhuji Ganesh had kept an army consisting of 12,000 
horses, 6,000 Burkandazes and 6,000 men with fare arms. But 
unfortunalely Denodar Bhanj could not encamp at Ghurpada near 
Rupsa of Balasore as it becage difficult to fecd the army 
since rice was very 'dear and searca!. 

This joint ondeavour was a sufficient threat to the 
Company. The Company became alert and carrisd on preparations 
to face the onslaught. The Company guarded the artilicry, of 
allied troops at Jellasore. 

Madboji Hari, Subedar of Cuttack wrote letter of protest 
to the “cvernor at Calcutta on 22 June 1773. He pointed out in 
his letter: "ho has lernt from the Faujder and Zamindar of 


Balasore that the gentleman at Hidnapore has statloned scpoys 


Sho, Husen of Mayurbhanj, Part-I, p. 15. 
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at the fort of Bawangati vhich is the residence of Raja 
Dawodar Bog (Bhanj) and that he IS likewise making ener oa- 
ehments on the dependenciss of that Challash". 

Bananghats 86 wos the capital and residence of Raja 
Darodor Bhang from where British troops vere threatening to 
attack Chakla of Balasore, Madhoji (iindhaji) not only apprised 
the Governor about this attack but asked him to tell the 
Collector of Hidnapore not to go beyond Midnapore. In this 
neriod (1770875) there was utter scarcity of rice in Calcutta 
and the Faujder of Balasore, Abdullah Khan tried to meet the 
demand, Jonoji Bhonsie died in May 1777. The hostility between 
Maratha Government and the British continued after Janoji's 
death. Rather the former struggled with the latter in the British 
territories. Damodar Dhanj, the Raja of Mayurbhanj had been 
trying long to get back his lost territories, 1. e.; Amarda 
estate and estates attached to the Chaudhuries of Belorachor 
(Vellora). He bacame indifferentito the East India Company and 
the Harathas. Ke nut forvard before Chimnajes an allegation 
that Chaudhuries of Belorachor vore assisted by the Company's 
sepoys who had attached 87 villages or the Amarda Zamindary in 
his possession and within the Maratha Chakia of Balosore. 

During Watt's tenure as the Resident of Midnspcre 
(October 1764 to 1774) over a picce of land of Amarda estate 
there arose a dispute betucen Erishna Bal lav Chendhury (kissen 
Bullab Chovdry) and Kemal Lochan, Kanal Lochan was an agent 
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of Damodar eine. Krishna Ballav Choudhury based ais clalm 
on the ground that the land fsll ulthin the Company's territory. 
Kanai Lochan and his onroncht eontenced that rho land vag within 
Maratha territory. Karal Lochan intended to retain its possession 
with the armed assistenca of the Fanjdar of S e is whe 
Faujdar supported the claim of Kamal Lochen, Damodar Bhanj sent 
hig advocate Gobardhan Patanaik to the Nolb Udaya Narayan to 
ect bock Amarda, Kanpur, Belorachar by lecal means. The advocate 
told the latter: "The Fella cf Kavanpore and Unarda and the cuties 
of iitany have no corneetion vith Reloorichour but are depondont 
o Bal os ore u. s? Zamindar cf Lelorachar said: "that the kel las 
and the vlaces whers the duties ars collected were within the 
frentiers of Bellorichour,/° 

Kanal Lochan whe dispocsessed Krishna Baliabh Choudhury 
ef a port of Amarda Estate vas also dlspussessed by Cnoudhuries 
of Belovachor vho occupied the same Land till March 178l. The 
Marathas pursued Damodar Bhanj to Beloorlchar for evading che 
payuent of his revenue. But the Company's fares helped che 
Zanindars of Beloracher by renoving the Marathas. Thus ‘the 


people of the English gentleman stotioned there assisted the 


zamindar and opposed foree v. i 9 58 2 
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In the meant ine; the Marrtha Chief Chimnajec vas warned 


by Warren Hastings, the Governor Ceneral against his undue 
interference in the English territory. barren Hastings sent 
a detachment under doloncl Pearse to Balas aie. Ne reached 
Jalesuar oa 6 February 1781. Then he came to Rajghat crossing 
the river Suvarnarckha. Then they proceeded to Balasore and 
roached these cn 14 February 1781. 
The Governor wanted to make e pact uith him to evado 
such raids of Chimnajoe. Me sent Andcrscn, lis special nds ter, 
to Balasore in this connection. The roads from Balasore co Cuttack 
vero zmpassable. Fence facerscn tock udth him buo or three 
sepoys from the Tau dar ox Balasore on vay to Cattaels as 
Shimnajee had left fcr Cuttack. Fron Cuttack, he left for Calcutta. 
Again Anderson came to Balasore on 12 March 1787 wo further 
ecntinue the ne gotiat on as the previcus uission could not be 
fruitful. In Balasore he held discussion vith Ohimnajec, Rajaram 
pondis and Bhawani Pandit. Andersch proposed 12 lakhs touards 
payent to harathas on cenditlon to stop Maratha excesses. 
Pat the Narathas declined as it vas inadequate aud they could 
exercise their right to collect Chauth. The mission feiled. 
At dase the clarcthas were given 13 lakhs and a ican 


2 


1 ate 73 
ast den Lakhs vas advanced. 
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In the meantime Damodar Bhanj made attempts by sending 
a Vakil (Advocate) to Caleutta to submit a perition to che 
Governor General regarding his claim. But the Gaverner Gchnercl 
remanded the matter to the lover court of Pierce; Collcesor, 
iidnanore who outrightiy dismissed the casa. A clash between 
the Maratha and Raja of Mayurbhaaj at Belorachar on 13 Chaitra 
(1. e., 22 March 1781) is thus deseribed by g. P. Chand: "e 
the Choudhuries, kenungoes and Zamindars of the Pargana 
Bheloorsechour reoresent that the loagerevs of the Marhattah 
army having entered the province by the way of Bolissore and 
plundered the inhabitants cf the seic paracanaas sud of the 
Tuppeh of Nehommednagar ue with the rest of the inhabitants 
being filled vith fonr van away for safety to Anurdeh Ghur and 
Caunpoor which again quitted upon report sf the coming cf Rajah 
Bhunje and have filed to the pergunnah of Jellasore .... where 
0 remain," 
The Roja of Mave 2 

Tuo Lupcpesas Messrs Seuucl Clark and Stephen Shea wille 
going to Caicutca from Bolasore on 23 March faced trouble from 
She mon of kaja of Mayurbhenjs. This bas been deseribed in 
indion Cazettec and Calcutta Fublic Adversiser of Apr, 1781 
in the Lolicuing words: "Ca che 26rd Ult. as Messrs Saul Clark 
aud Stephen Shea were travelling in their plenning (Palanouins) 


LE Balasor to this place Caleutta they were stopped at a 
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V. L LI age between Basta and Jellasore by the Mohurpunjea nag ah 
with a party of horse and foot and ermed with planaquins 
(palanguins) to be rumcaged and snfcraing them ho vas at var 
vith the English, he very politely cisnissed them, reserving 
co himscif a hendsche fouling piece and gold seal belonging 
to Mr. C. Which he said he took a fancy to. 7 

In May 1781 Chimnaji icft Orissa with 30, 000 herrschen 
and money amounting to tuelve lakhs of rupees tovards the 
expenditure of his orny and ten lekhs of rupecs as loan. The 
game year in June Damodar Bhanj again started his hostility 
with the British from Ulmara, a plate in the border of Balasore 
and Mayurbhany vhen he vas sure of Narathas absence from Ealaccre. 
un 26 June 1781, the Council of Revenue delegated the pcher to 
the Collector of Midnapore to probe inte the case against the 
Raja of Mayurbhanj for has foreible retention of the par.ana. 
Belorechar aloncvith three Postal (Ghats) Rag ghet, Multani and 
Rani Sarai. Thea Tanna Row wan the Faujdar of ee 

Majer Mophersen was asked to help the Collector with 
gore. The Raja did not pay heed to the summon of the 
Collector of Midnopore and remained under the protection of the 
Faunjdear of Balasore. Ha vas so cunning that vhen the Company vas 
agaihst him, he tock shelter under the Merathas and hid outside 
the Company's territory and sometines also eheated the Marethas. 


He always tried to save his pcsition either from the Nerothas 
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or the British hy alternatzvody seeking shelter of both ihese 


powers vosuectively. Rajats clair cver the aforesaid lands 
became the bone of contention between Raja and othor two 
porties. 

In uly anë August, 1781 Belcrachar (Vellora) beceze 
seat cf struggle between Damodar Bhanj and the Company and 
Captain Fenuick advaneed to this plece with 150 men. The 


Cc h force realised thas ig vas an impassable task for 


Lhe. 


8 : 78 
te cxpel the Raja and bis cee from the pargana of Beleraehor. 


Toe Raja used to raid the ganindar and tenants osten, 


Ney an Ghosh, the Tahasildar of Belopacrar in a lestr 


to the Colicetor of Midnapore exprassed bhis inabillty to prctect 


the tenents from the attack of the Red u. The Raja head been 


cably on 15 zupust 1781. 


As the Roja of Mayusbhanj ues trying to brisg under 


his 


eontrol the territory of Beliloracher, the Colicetor of liidnapore 


instructed Nana Rao Nuunda, the Paujdar of Balasore to toke 


drastic measures against the Raga of Mayurbhanj and drave hin 


outs do Hariharpur and stop the Raja's attacks zn Compeny'ts 


territories end cnasyres safety and securaty to the people of 
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The Fanjder of Balasore scon sent a Vakil to theGGovernor 
General Varron Hasting to explain the issue., Even the Faujdar 
himself? went to the Governor General who had Left Lor upper 
India. The Faujdar came back from Midnapore to Balasore. 8 
The Faujder nade a petition to the President of the Committee of 
Revenue. The Board of Revenue took cxceptionito the representation 
made by the Fanjdar over this affair and made an enquiry over 
the claims ofthe Faunjdar of Balasore. The Board of Revenue thus 
wrote to the Faujdar of Balasore: “We have received your letter 
and authorise yon to enquire into and settle the clain of the 
Faujdar of Balasore and Raja of Mayurbhanj reporting over 
procecdings to use" The Committee asked the Canoongo of Jaleswar 
one Jayanarayan to appear uith official recorda, S? 

Aecording to the Company's Officer, the pargana of 
Bellerachar vas divided into two parts = Ohe part of it econsisied 
of 81 villages and the other of 52 villages. Thd British Officers 
named first half as Amarda Zamindary and the other half as 
Pargana BeLlorachar.°® 

The Vakil (Advocate) of Raja of Mayurbhanj maintained 
that marda Zamindary uas a part of the Rajats estate for a 
Long time and that he used to ray its revenue to the Maratha 
Government. The revenue of the second half i.e. of 52 villages 
amounted to RS. 10367. After the death of the Nawab when fhe 
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secund half cane under the Raja's control, the Bag ish Goveranent 
put pressure on the Raja for payment of its arrears. He deaided 
by an agreement between the Raja and the Collector (Collector 
cf Midnapore) the area of 52 villages was to be cleares& fron 
the pont of 81 villagcs. Afterwards, 81 villages were included 
with Midnapore by Collector of Midmapore in spite of the Raja's 
ochpIAAnt. 84 The Governor General warren Lasting in his letter 
proposed to bring the Rajah under one Government to prevent his 
collusion vith the Marathe Government and stop his enjoyment of 
the rights of 81 villages. Further he added that as the river 
Suvernarekha formed the natural boundary, the parganas of the 
Company on wastern side of the river shouid be exchanged with 
pargangs of the eastern side of the river. The tUarathas Govern- 
ment declined to necapt the proposal of Hastings. AE first the 
Comte of revenue authorised Shore, the acting president to 
conduct an enquiry iato the disputed issue of Bellorachar and 
Anarda Zanindary over which the Raja of Mayurbhanj, Danmcder 
Bhanj claimed bis yights and strugeled so much. 

Shore's reports” vas sent vith Jaynevain Roy's petition 
to the Governor General and Council (28 Mareh 1782) and further 
inquiry into the matter vas conducted by Johabhan Duncan. Bo 
estinated R. 1086/5 as Pevenue for both 52 villages and 81 


Villages (pald by Ghaudhuries of Velorachor). 81 villages bound 


£ 
““chand., History of Moyurbhanit, Part-I, p. 50. 
SSchend., Wae ibad., Part-I, 5.4. 


a6 Ibid. $+ DN. 42-43 ° 


to Amarca vas the subject of dispute between che Raga Dunoda 
Bhang supported by the Maratha Governaentu and the Chaudhurles 
of Belorachar supported by the Company. 
fhe Board of Revenue (Governor General in Couneil) in 
their resclution, dated 15 July 1782 decided "that the tcrritory 
of 61 villagescf the pergunnah of Belorechar claimed by the 
fenindar of Mohorbunj (Moyurbhenj) independontly and excluszvely 
of any right of superiority by this governoant ought not be 
be es ed Tha Company urcte to the Raya thet they could 
not deprive the Zeminders of their vronerties, as they weve 
Commany's subjects. The Board of Revicrnue requested the Governor 
General co write to the Paujdar of Balascerc, Nana Rao Mulvnda 
and send a copy to his bizhe: authority, Madhoji, Raga of Rr. Ë 
Dyhely, the suecessor of Peisrce ag Colieetur of Henan 
urote to the Comittee of Revenue on 25 Novenber 1783: “ I havo 
just received a letur from Captain Eæunz Tt on who commands at 
Jeliasore in which he vrites that rer ort says that Uohurbunre 
Rojah is ecollectihg a lerge furce at Hariharpoxs to pluncer the 
Company's Cistricts on the northward on opposite of Suvarnarc kha 
end chit he is assisting the Boggrey (Burgee) Rajah against a 
bactalion on the 76th. Basiment and I hear has marched. I wish 
to Mohurbunge Rajah nay act as is reported as I believe Modaree 


(Madhojee Bhounusic) ulshes (Rajah of Perar and lord over urissa) 


= 
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to erush him end I flatter oyself I should recuire Litrle 
more asciscance than tvo small guns to take his ecuntr n89 
Chauvet uos appointed as resident of Jellascre under 
Colieclor of Midnapote. Fe nct only điseharged the duty of 
revenue but tried to patch up the diffieieace petyeen the subjects 
of the Company and these of the Meratha Government. Rajarom 
Pandit the Maratha Subedar cr Governor of Orissa vas not happy 
vith che decision of the Governor Generel and June terea un 
the basis cf Puneants re ort. Chauvet apprised Damudar Bhanj 
thet tha decision of Beard of Revenue vas faal and irrevugobie.”? 
Tha Collector of ilidmapcre wrote to Major Macpherson 
on 10 July 1786 that he nad recelved orders from the Board to 
bring under possession such districts that came uncer that 
province and that feil on both sides of the river Suvarnaretkha. 
But as the Raja cf Meyurbhanj roreibly occupied some villagcs 
ef the pargana of Pellcrachour (Velora) by his country forec 
(these hundred pikes) 1b would be sufficient to deploy oze 
Commoay of sepcys against him. 
In order to raifil his long cherished objective, the 
Razah folloved the policy of cheat Ion aad submission 
aceording to tuo situation as ke had to deal vith two poucrrel 
Lorees - Marethas and British. Iv becane dufficult fer both 


English and Marathas to tackle the Raza because he vas a nat zve 
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and by his clever wanceuvre he sided with one or the oiher acd 
had bimself cither in tayurbhanj os Balasore. 
Pawicar - bhevanl Mas Vs Gansodbor: 

When berd Cornawollis was the Governor General, navani 
Das Chaudhury, the Paujdar of Balasore had trcubles vith a 
merchant cf Balasore, hand Gengadher Ade (adbya). 

Gangadhar Ads (Adhya) was a merchant of Daranati, a 
plece which vas satuated on the bank cf Buvabalang river in 
Balasore sam. Fur a span of infty te saxty years; he vas 
stayirs in Company's factory in the town area. As a treder he 
had been resdla- iy paying customary dies to the Foujdar of 
Balasore: Ca one occasion loaded vith rice, bis vessel lert 
sor south. After he ship had sailed (Bay of Bengal), the 
Faujdar, Bhavani Das Ghandburi enquired ho Gangedbar'ts ship 
had-so.sicd to sea ignoring his order. The Faujdar charged the 


traces with violacion of order and defiance, ond the Faujdar 


forts 


mrposed on him the Bunder Mahasil tax even thcugh the vessci 
had entered the sca. ane trader had to poy 750 saueas. 898 
thore vas a straining ci relation between the Faujdar ~nd 
Gangadhar s 

The trader Gansaanar had a gudown (acla) of rice ond 
Aha: of pady near Nulecoly which is now close to Gobsga 


vilioze, 3 kilonctres from Balasore towne Hern, the nepheuv 
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a cumploant of such highvoy hovllganasm and Lavicssness of che 
Faajgder, Dhevani Das Chaudhuri. The Paujdar gave the trader 
false hcpos of setting pack his amount ror such grains.” 

Strangely enough the Paujdar after the Lapse of sore 
days xiied a counter complaint agaiast the trader before 
Wilklasci, Dritish Resident «tb Balascre, claiming a paynent 
of a sum of Hg.50,000/= to the account of Yarar “andit and 
another sum of Ts.10,000/+ to the eceount of Lalla Rajaliishore 
Nay’. blikinson asked the trader for explanation. The trader 
uaitivaincd chat nothiag vas due on him, Maturally, Faujdar vas 
to prove the allegation. Put he falied to do so. This 12d tc 
bitter relation between the Fanjdar and the trader. Ne ennlsyed 
his men for intimidation. Faujdor's gen broke unto Gangadhar's 
house scarched for him for extorting money. Fortunately,he was 
with Viikinson at that nomene. 

The Foujdar immediately sent lotirem to catch Gengadhar 


an tre British factory. To utter surprise uf Vilkinson, the 


A peon asked the trader thus: "What do you lock in 
such a mermeats. rc to give 10,000 runecs and I will Lntcrpese 
to adjust ali matters and if you do not commit to give this 


you vill suffer great haréship and be compelled to pay the sun.“ 


* 


ER: Heeeived, Sep. 1792) 10. 380. 


ibid. 


Ne vas subjected to varicus types of misbchavicur, veprimendaticn,. 
As a result he finally agreed to pay an amount of 4,600 rupecs. 


Fe 95 
Then he was made free. 


Bhovani Des ned: 
The Maratha Officer, Bhawani Tas adopted inimical 
attitude teovards Dilkinson, when the latter shoved symoathy te 


Gangadhar., The Faugdar stopped the dak (postal) to the british 
area and also stopped the sale of articles here. 

This matter ves reported to the Governor General oy 
Vilkunson. The Faudder further unteriered in the pustal come 
ALeation betyvecn Calcutta and Madiag. nee again Gangadher vas 
sélecd by the Faujdar iï presence oi Wlikkinson. Wilkinson 
obgected tu such types of inhuman treatweat.?” 

After getting the letter of Wilkinson, Lord Cornavallis 
apprised Raghujl Bhonsle gaocut the objectionable activiules of 
the Faujdar of Balasore. Ne warned Rachuji that chis sert of 
harassment to traders would definitely ffet the realisa.icn 
of revenue by Raghuji himsel oe He vented that the PFaujcar 
should be transferred and that he should also beg apology of 
Wilkinson. Governor General sent a detazthment to Balasore to 


pretect the British Factory.” 


1 
——— k — 


T. Pe R.; e Sep. 1792, 0. 560. 
967, PeR. Fecelved, 3rd Sept., 10. 288. 
Tibia. 

"Bray, 2959 under b : D- 62. 
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Raghuji Bhonsle ordered Rayaram Pandit to conduct on 
enquiry into such happenings. As a result of enquiry, che 
Fanjdar was found suiity and was renoved from the ofiice of 


Balasore and pataspur. 00 


Bharani Das Chaudhuri vas CS DLaced 

by Murar pandat as the Taujear of Balasore, Freviously he had 

vathered experience staying for a span of ten to fifteen years 

at Balasore. In this pericd he nalat azaned gouv relation with 
order resident cf Balasore such as Uodasuorth. 

Gradually rclaticn becveon Muror Pandit nd British 
Resident 14 1kansch became cordial as a result the body cf 
troops that came for protection of Brit ish Factory at Balasor 
was rencved. 01 

h be apabatl Villages 

fhe relationship of Marcthas wlth the British impooved 
when Sadasiv Hao suceccded his Lather Rajaram Pandit who died 
in 1795. Gadasiv vas tuo trrendiy towards the British. Vhen 
Bratish Residency at Balasore was abolished, Barabala a village 
closes tu Burabalang river was retained by che Pratish as 


Sadasiv relingpished hus clghts over it as a mark of felendship 


— 
L. ihe British. OF 


100 p 
T. Paneg Received, 20 Necerser, 1792. 116.40 9. 


707 ibid., Kos. 249, 558. 
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Ray; AA under the Marathas, D. 6. 
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Muciny 3 ritish Camo: 

In 1795, a mutiny broke out in the British bat val on 
staticned in liidnapore. The mutiny ues ruthlessly suppressed. 
Sone soldiers vere killed and 160 of them seeretiy entered: 
anto Mayarbhanj and tock refuge under the Raja of Mayurbheanj. 
The Raja did not surrender those fugitives in spite of the 
Company's requests. The British sought the help of Sadasiv 
Rao (1793-1803); Male Tubcder cf Orissa whe imucdiately asked 
the Raja to surrendor the mutineers. He further ordered the 
Faujdar or Balasore to find out the mucinsers and drive chen 
out of the boundary of Mayurbhanj. 

Ramananda Bhuyan, the gaminder of Jamitunda in the 
Marbatta teriitory had a quarzei with tng Bratish authorities. 
Gace Uhl le some Englishmen were stuck up in the river Suvarnarckha 
near Jamkunda due to a sudden storm, ke planderec their proper- 


tics, The Eritish Government protested ¿G tne Narhatta Covel nent 


against such cubragecus activity of che Zamindar. Finally at 

i 
Goplballavpur, the Zamandar of Jamkunda was ariected by the 
British authorities. But because of the intervention of Gadasiv 


l 


Hao he was released. 

Dawoder Bhanj died in 1796. 5 At ithat ting Horo Pandit 
(Murar Pandit) was the Paujdar of Balasore. The death of Damodar 
Bhanj was Lollwed by a dispute over the suecessicn to tho throne 


of Mayurbhanje One Tribikram Bhanja becane a claimant for the 


103 5 
Chand Sisk of Mayurbhani, Part-I, p. 59. 


throne and soucht the help cf the Maratha Faujder cf Balesore 
tor securing the throne. Ran Sunitra Bhanja, the widow cf 
Panodar Bhanja alse sought the help of the Faujdar and 
promised hin financial rewards in rerurhe 

Tribikram han cane to Baripadc vith an army, but vben 
he hand that o Maratha foree from Balesore was advancing 
tevards Baripada to confront them he fied to uppes port cf 
Mayurbhanj. e sent two Vakecls to Balesure to advocate his 
aug. 

Captain Horgan landed at Balasore on 21 Sentomber 1003. 
Ater a ecntrontut zen; he occupied Balasore on 22 September 


1003.05 


When the -Ranits roree led by her adopted son Bikrem 
Bhanj fled from Mayurbhanj, sone possessions of the State on 
the Balasore side specially vhuntaghat 195 were captured by 
the Moratha Faujdar of Balasore vith a force of 500. 

Teavikram Bhanj tried to reeover Khuntaghat. But a 
ronort of Covind Nem s who wes posted in charge of Dawhe (Dalz) 
in Jellasore goulirus that a short skirmish tock place for tuo 
hours betwecn the Maratha foree and Ragats (Tielkait Baboo) 
forec on 28 Au est at the Ghat uhlieh vag heard by Mabab 


Jaadar' uho vag vith fis ran at Basta. 


Ares 
Chand 104 ister of Mryurbhoni, Part-I.) pp.69=88, 
WSs 40 Roibavila Gran Panchayat, border of Calasuies 


storey of Mayurbhanj, Part-I, 9.76. 
CMO cory’ of Mayurbhanj, Part=I, p. 78. 


fhe Tod betueen Norusinghpur and Basta beceme unsafe 
for pedestrians ond also for the moving of Company's Dak at 
night. He eddss "the Fauꝗ dar cf Balasore uas levying men in 
the passes of Narasinghpur and Bastce wlta the Intention of 
occupying the e 

In the meantime Rani Sum tra Pevi remained under the 
protection of the Collector uf Midmanore and to her gocd 
fortane, her enemy Travikrsm Bhanj developed hostile 10 tan 
vito the Panjder cf Balasore, 06 The report of Covind Ran who 
was Ln ch.rgee of Postal Office in Jolesuar (Dak) confirus a 
war betuecn Trivilkram Baanj and Faujdar ef Balasore. 109 

The Tauꝗ dur of Balasore received as Chauth of FHS. 4, OOO /- 
irom Mayurbhanj estute. Even a Sanad: from Nekojec (Ekcji 
Sook Teo) Sukdevy (Naib of the Subadar of the Province) 
ingorms about the dutzes on wood in Bunder (pert) Balasore 
chat ueis elected by eb Tuo places on the road 


between Jellagure (Jade sua) aná Balasore that said land 


Balasore s 
freevikraa Bhanj as Teckoit rede colisesacas fren the 
inhebitants for tyo months with a foree of 400 arced ren 


but all fled ben a detachment of 2 eumpanies of szpare 


107 PR r 7 8 
india C2 10% K. G. Meocy's Ceolicetions. 


tekana, Mistory of Mayurbhant, Part-I, 5.09. 
109 1530. 
110 Ibid., p. 08. 


8 F „ 111 
advanced fren Balasore in last pert of November 18053. 


Sone historians haye characterized the Maratha rudle 
in Grissa as a misruic. During their rulo of half a century 
(1751-1803) the public security was in jeopardy. 1? In 
economic fiela an impcrtont section of the gociety eclicd the 
weavers whieh supplied to the native pcople og velil as foreign 

orchaats cloths of varivcas types vers hardpressed by hecvwy 
devands of abvabs, tolis, custcns duty on rau govds. Hogt of 
the weavers Icft Balasore for giffereat Gistriets of Pergal 
such aa Bankura, Midnapore, Birbhum. Even sche of the veavers 
out of feor took shelter inside the walls of the Plash 
factories at Valasore. Gonplaints vere Lodred by Company és 
Offdecrs against the Mavotha Subedars. The opurusszean cf 
Buvgecs (ag the liaratha soldiers were corded) has been vividly 
desevibed in Lachharis, a work by Fekir Mohan Senapati, the 
fancus Griya novelist of the nineteenth and tuentieth centuries. 

Caro Basil in his article alasosa the forgotten 
urites, people of Balescre "grooncd uuder the iron heel cf 
the claratha eccnquerors. Bands of brutal scldiery vendered 
through the countryside plundering, morcnects and peasants alike 
en the pretext of collecting revenue. These who rosicteac then 
vere dealt vith ruthlessly. they vere tied to the heels of 


horses ord drsegged through the tam, Others were smeared vith 


Tanana, History oi Mayurbhenj, Port+-I, p. 85 


M12, cratic Researches Vol. V; 5. 582-33) [0014775 1481-350 


molases and left exnosed to the attacks of ants and pol sencus 
insects. The very name Maratha became syncenyncus vith eppre= 
sion snd erveity.e''5 

Otfaliey gives the folloving descristion of Maratha 
nisrale in the Balascre district ae ‘They «ere not 
blocd thirsiy, their objects being merely pluncer. ALL cases 
were tracă verbally, no record of any bind berag kept and 
culprics vere sentenced to be tied tc the heels of a horse 
which vas then flogged through the streets, others were sound 
SLS OEC vith sugar, anc exposed tu the attueks of ants anc 
uther insects. Others again had their fingers tied togethor 
and uedses of lron inserted between them. It is snell matter 
for vonder that tu this doy the séasuntis name fer anarehy 
and oppression is Maratha nad. ® 

G.. Toynbes in hig tA sketch of the History cf grissa! 
hag attributed the decline of trude in Talasore to the Maratha 
masrule in the following vords: "Frou the feettthat the Dutch, 
French) Danes ond English all established factories there 
about the ad- cf the seventeenth century; it is evident that 
Orissa vas once a province Of mure caziereial dmporcance than 
when ve took it eee the incursions «nd cppressions wf the 
Narathas put an cud to whatever cusucreial prosperity the 


i t 
province nay onde hove nessessede" 


S a 
Ee Sunday Statesnan, [areh 9, 1958. 


n 68 


Ae Stirlang vritcs that Meratha rule was tatal to 
the welfere of the people! ases exhibats a picture of 
mis rule, anazchy, weakness Papgacity end vielencc. He adds: 
T the people did act at once pay they uere furst beaten vith 
sticks and ii that vould not do, they tere afteruards tcrtured. 


of the Maratkhad 


Even after the lepse cf 165 years since the defeat 
of the Maratk as in 1803, some oleecs in Balasore town and 
district reminds the people of the past rule of Marathas. 
In conversations the people use the word MWiarhatti'(i.e. 
tMarctha) as meaning conservelive cr outdated. A lace near 
Ruysa, about 25 kilometres Irom Balasore is called labib 
Ganj siter “ir Habib, tne Haracha Governor of Orissa. 

Some parts vf the Balasore tcun such as Bhaskargsnj, 
danu,ent aad Mutizanj are narcd after the laracha orie. 
The ofiiecrs were Bhassar Pundit, JO Bhensle, Motirem 
respectively. Bhaskeryanj ds near Rolivay stcticn, Janugend 
is betuecn Balasore and famund thet Polls on the Wata_nal 
Ba. ewa No.5. Horben is near Balasore Municipality. 

Lale Pogor (Nala Pagar) close to Nurpur head near 
Mutiganj was naned efter Lala.kishere Raya who Ls ssid to 
have founded it. sictiganj, the mest imcurtant market nlace 


4 
in Balasore has fuunéed by Lala Motiram Ray Dadu (1785-90). 


114, 3. 8. C 11e, District Gorctesy, Balasore, p. 84. 


Fe vas a Maretha Oriicer In 18th century. Le used to stay 
naar Jagedaach Temple in #otiLanj., The use of titie !Pandit' 


115 by sone people uin the Balasore town and Rasulpur 


and ee! 
prena are reminiscent of the Mavatha adininiscraturs Jike 


Bheskar Pandit end Janoji Blcnsie. 


115 
Inteivicu uith ifebajee! 'Jagancath Jee!’ of Rasulpur, 
Falascre on 27.8.86. 


CHAPTER = TET 


BRITIUE ODTUPATIOU AND JONSOLIRATION 


OF AMUN ISTES ITON 


the Euaglach braders fitce cans co Balasore in 1633. fs 
ther trading activiti¢s creu, Lalastre rose to prcrmincnce as 
a ceat of seaeborue trade. Ralph Sartulight sccricd the Zar c 
aoholish settlements in Balasore on 16 June 1633. This scitic~ 
ment preu up on the bank of the raver Budhabotans. In 1636, 
brancis Poy gaved thas eatcblishies: yroa being aodncunec. The 
En. Ish Tast Indian Company had to carsy on its cer lol acti- 
vatics at Balasore in che foce of ctmpetation anc Pavalry irun 
other Lurcpean nerehents and opposition from ia heels, ab of 
engel and Hevachase’ 

During the veicn of the mobel Tmrcror fur ang ze b the 
Dasiash factory av Balasore remained elosed for sconetine. Ia 
1696, the Ba lish could reopen their feetory at Balasore hon 
Aurvangeeb graentcd a hen firman. In 1765 che Bast India ch, any 


aut ates nen Rki bht £ the iigbt fo zelleect ruvenue) in wiago 


2 


bac, Pake WL Ao ats 9255 phe To L-; T, 
prelcG-105; TELE La l n? U. 61 -C. 


os a result ce che giana trom she Mu bol Ligeror fron Sheh 
HS. Lut practical the En lish ccula act euforee Chur 
author zt over crissa because of the held cf the Uarathas. 
Tee iu oiash cactfLusly none the issue of Chouth with the 
davathas. As the Marathats Hos. en becaue ucali, 19 1805 
Guving the Anclo-ioretha hosulisties the In lish decided co 
Hatch cot British toons vor the Gonauest vf trisga jo ius 


i 50 wusi 1605 hen the British eame ito know of the 


o£ 500 Poncol native volunteers” vas ordered te nereh under the 
conan of Captain Dick to join the sain tucons et Caniat. Fro 
nem Licutenant Cargpkeil of Tis lagesty's 74 resiment, r. an 
ing the aurthern division of the army carried 1500 Het tras 
with hin ior an davuszon of Gut teck. But unfortunately Jauntell 
fell indisacsed. So he herded cver the eccuand to Leute gent 
goLonel Horecuri of Gis .lagesty's la Re lament as zactrucied by 
Lord LGllusley. Sclville also goluec che camparsn. In crder to 
Weaker the sz bach and insiucnes of Uaiuthas in Geiswa .wivaale 
spreod a ruinur shat the Movatha Chie? had already delivercd tue 
lang tu the British in writing. 

At chis EY). hour, Balascre becie the thectre of silii 
stPruy,,ic betueen the Maratha and the siitish avrecs. Toe Harao ha 


Obzer of Balascusze posted guesds at such strave nile onts as 


t 


231 fucgust, 1803 Gevernment to Campbell, Benpal Sceret 


and polities] Ounsultacion ; 1 March, 1804; C. 51 30 Aucult, 
1805, Govt. co Naevcourt, Add., 1.0.5. 13698, 5.11. 
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uugurghat, Farasinghpur, Ranchendrapur and phalwarp ass (.huia‘l) 
as VGIL as cutpests of the notte belt. The troops pgustec at 
these siacer conslsutcu ol avout 1,000 natehloekrien, 100 Jerse 
(env TY) and a nunber of e The Lapebati fort vas their 
uoan military stirtaocn. 
tsreditzon te Balogurce 

To davide end vesken the Haratha furee end Lacilitete 
the advanee of rhe British aruy, the British afopted a clever 
stivtery. À Letallion of €,216 Bengal tesops bo ncn tu aove. 
Jur of this dei: cimert, 654 iere stctiched at Jellasore shat 
Would neva tevwveds Gattack., A cody of O21 vas heacing to nossess 
badecure ond a body of 1,300 procacded te H nge to cusport 
the tures at qed asore and Balasore. Thas foreco vould cicna 
Loe Gpoibier and resiou the Regahis sueursiun. They GAC 
the Mazcthags from Cuvtatk by ces atehsrs 
du hd ‘etuehment rroa Jaleotia tu Balasere by sea. This 
resulted 4a epeng eummualestion vuetuecen Jellasore and Dalaucscs 
and Solasorve and Juttachk. This also cna: Jed the courdiastica 
of the Biicash troops ia the north ond scuth. 

Saptein laran the Chanda of lch Ben el Native 
Infcriizy tock over the command of this scree, It cusuezsted ci 


` 


5 ecponies of velunteers, 500 native ecops, 21 ortillery men, 


8 . 3 E es 3 
A. 1. . g; 16609, pp. 4625 (a report Lion Fhaguen Fenk, 
Xotyal of the Cumpanyis factory at Balasore, | ) 


“pisicact ogettcervs, Balrsure, 65 
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Ce aitallecry oOiricer, € pounders, Loshmors, and ome Assistcnt 
Eurcoons. Che Mahomeedan Subeder, the Loy fuard of the 
Loveinor Cereial ygolned the purty of Captain Morgan to create 
efectua n orong che Pathan soldiers working under the Meer hes 
in Cissa. 

re @ndast che CO=eu arati Of pocdves acr the sucousg 
ul his campaign, organ adovced aa atclcuce of OC, an. 
E6mroslty tovarde then. 

Loron had dust Kedegre. an Len al hirn the rlect susi 
of 1,000 mea on 14 September 1805. As the vind blcuin, Lica 
cpposate direction obstructed his fleet, he could not za 
the destin. can as calenicted ecrlzer. Bag vesscis coulé “ot 
come ashore as thers vas veter two cet deen at the lou til 
aud 10 Leet deep at high tide at the entrace of the river 
Lughabolong (Buribalang) e 

ti 16 September, Gcorce right vas seat to exa ine che 
position of water om the back si¢e end the possibility os getii c 
a locsi palot who had accuainiapes with such siteeticus. Then 


7 
he voyvpoached the Dalaremgarhi Company house sito which vas 


“nist raei e Bak aS p.63; 5 Sept 
Govt. to Morgans bengel scerct and politic. dL 
1 Merch 1604, 0 . 2099 7 Sse pt 9 1808. 


6 m 
The Flest cunrgstee of Hals; Goer.e, Charlies, 1 
Ligord, AGRE end tyo leon, boats. Luster 4 teas. rh 
we LOGO, TonMancer vl Compoay's Jrusser Poigbmuuth, ben 
Scerct and 5 oh Jonsal tation, <7 Ger. 1808. 
ł 
? Phe zdavc whyle che raver Sudhabalanz, Ne~ts the Bay 
0 


of Beagal 


adjazent to the Maratha post of infantry, ats ,uard raised 
duubt obcut bis identity and sliot point blank at the Sutmany's 
boat. 111i aht, houcver, ocne back cafe anc unwcunded. Ne aculit 


LAE thicuyh a channel vith seme vessels but the bagger tuc = 


> 


denonder ld Ad. Lay ct the bay. fnucher vessei are Llcoard 
etugk ap ay it vas overlauddca. bith a sacli e.vumany of cid 
eco he marched to the oprusite side of Balrangarbha on FO Scptene- 


8 
3. Tiere Iastead cf leeching hostile, the villacers 


p= 
Ge 
* 
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su -pille some Lecol pilots. Fut their at.empts feiled beeceuse 
ut heavy shivers and @erkaess.Thcy vere etrincå throughout 
the day. 

tn 21 September, Capteia “organ got the Lnrorastiw 
that the Meputhas deczeed that if thay could not defend the 
Delasure Loun, they could destroy it. Ke sooner had Cantain 
Morgan heard cf this than he deft the vos and cecomonnied 
vith crow end equipped vith 500 arc men, tuo six pounders 
hc eono alung the river tur tvo huars cad landed at a hich 
place 34) alies auoy cn the Dalas ce n. Ihle place ucs vakpada 
VIZzace (Cabacan village); close tu id Padlasore ( Fre ich 
Dalascz e br Farasldinga) anc 3 hal Gberes avay 2 CL the preccat 


10 5 i bac : 
Deag Pea dun. Then Prahlad raak vas the Zautadaur of Dal. sore. 


Me cuynlied the ritish troons with feld as the latter suirercd 


920 Ch.; 1005, Moran te Guver ynt, Ben 
Puolluicod Sonerit Le, 1 March, 1804, 10.7 
Mor aa to vive rament.,vecict Peliticel Gonga 
10, NOs! 19. 
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20 GG ote, 1805, Mor an tu Govt., Bengal Scree and Puliticoal 
ocnusultotion, 1 Marca, 104, C. 218. 
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1 District Gopotteer, Bolascre, 65. 
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rcn food scerclty. Altur marchia,, in knee deep veter in che 
paacy fields they entered ante the town near parabati end 
Bolighbat vith 300 arry Een vithent mecting, any e a 
They vaited in anbush in the ton. Even then they raced rcgis- 
tones vhieh they could bverc cu. 

At that time More Pandit vas the Tau der of Balasore. 
Captain ifergen tried te uin hin. Hor ants plan leakec cut and 
the Jarathag cunfines Mero Pendit in a Fort outside the toun 
near the ela su thet the British voul not ta able to geduge 
Nore Pandit. They seicetcd a high solace from which they uculé 
2aunch the offensive avasnst the ehchy. There vere some old 
buildings which euuld accommodate 400/500 persons.” Toe Maravha 
sa untry and UI aarded the aea frua the coun to the 
factory house 

fhe Light took place near the Balasore coua at Ball uai 
wi the bank cf raver Evpabalong. There were only a few casualtics 
In the pattie. About 12 larathas wre killed. One ongiish soldler 
died.“ larathas hurled fire on the British lium top o the hust 
fcon Lahe ete. but ther eut.dd not chack the advance cf the 
irrestatibie British troops. The Brat isn troops oceupa.d the 


fagtcry heuse (uhich hac been cerupsied by the yan de earlier) 


Pa 


Mp strict azat cer Balasore, p- 65. 
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1223 So otenber 1803, lorgan to Cuvarmaect of Bengz 
Seerct and Politie 84 Jonsultatica, 1 ilarveh, 1804, 10.220. 
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18 22 Scpteubery 1803, Nergoa tc vovernment of Bengal 
5 and Polilical vonscltetio1s, 1 March 180 55.219. 
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SEA cegettecr, Dal ascre, p. 66. 


after a Long Groun straggle and also the 'tMevatha forti, in 
che ben vith little land on the British side. Gn 21 fe pterrer 
1208, the British expelied ali the Marathas frum Balesere vun 
area. The iHarcthas fled. 

The Bu dish signaliscd their factory by the beataag of 
drums vnd assured tne netives peeceful living. At Balasvure, 
Rarathes 12t tuo cheats vf veluable gars cuncerniag acniuis- 
tration, com broken ecarri..es and sone a Captezn Mor an 
chastised the larathas In the aeaghbcurhood and Ldvurenoat 
Tancer drove oway a bond oL Nepathes ayen the villa ve Numioch 
vbleh vas elght miles frus Bulasere. Aiter the -lerathes bad 

detely left fer Yeoghar, father cate OE tu Balasore. |” 
Soon thercafter, a drum vas beaten in vhe market vith an anacunceo~ 
ae that the Szitash had occupied Balasoro and would pruvect 
those vho behaved pose ful. © 

Tron a despateh of Marquis Velicsly, we eure to knou the 
athe inhabltants atforded every assistaace to Pritish troops 
on their nereh and éxrrcssed the utmost sutisfecticn in the 


prosvect cof being speedily cteclieved from onpraserons te uhach 


they had been unz Lory subjected by the Noratha Governient and 


of being placed uncer the proutceticn of Brutich power." 
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BELAI R. io Sruth Balaccures 

The defeated ilarathas had biceked the road fren Balasore 
to Suranga. Conse quent ly; rhe bratısh 'tdaks! could not be 
easily sent to gonth Balasore, Lith two Comoauies Captain 
Siys defeated the Marachas at (Bahano a) Béegutizay a ploce in 
s.ushern Belasore, uhach vas 22 kiiometzes avoy fiom tho 
Balasore tan. Many were ucunded and a iav were kdilied. Siye 
murehcd scuthward and reached Daannagar. At Dhamnacvar,he heard 
that 2,000 to 3,000 Merothas had gathcred at Guranga. fact 
immedintcly rushed to join hin with a detachment at the snstruc- 
tion of Korgan. As the Tnglish aruy marched, the Morathas lefr 
Bhadral: Tor Jajpur. But when they heard of Narcourt's edvanee, 
they tiled tcwards Barabati fert zun Cuttack. 

After oetupyins Balasore, the Harathas postcd troupe 
in the town ior its security. The road pstweco Balasere and 
Cuttack ves made fre. trem Marathas loot and pluncver. 

In order to make Salasore Les from Maratha luvasion in 
fucure one detachvont nas posted to guard the aerthern border 
end another was posted to ce the blockade Leruecn Balascre 
acd Cuttack anc kocp the ronce betuecn Jalesuar and Cuttack 
Tree iron all hindravecs. „e it vas Marcourt, under hen che 
main foree uccked vo sack and destroy the Narathas coupictely. 
as dnscructed and later on reinforced by the Cove nor Cuneral, 
Selonel burgusen marchea fren Jalesver or 23 September vith 


another detachnent. 19 On the way he heard of Mer ante cecupaticn 


19 svehibalf Ferguson, Colorel 24, Denoci i.tive Tafaatry, 
Distrsct vereticer,s Balasore, 5. 66. 


t 


Of Balasore and reached Balasora on 4 October without facing 
any opposition. 0 tle Left Balasore for Cuttack on 10 October. 
The sane dey, a detachment of 816 men advanced from Balasore 
by order of the Governor General to help EEK. Colonel Harcourt 
to occupy Cattack.=1 

Sucprossion of Marathas in Northern Parganas: 

fhe united and coordinated efforts of Harecurt, Morgan 
and Ferguson brought under thé British the Maratha territcries 
between Ganden and Belasore. But yet Maratha depredaticns 
continue in the areas to the north-east of the Subernarekha 
river sukh as Pataspur, Skehbandar, Kamerda, Bhograi,Raichand 
ard Khirehasd. 

A proclamation was issned by T. H. Ernest, the Acting 
Hagistrate of Midnanore. It promised protection to those zemin- 
dars ubo would surrender of their own seeord, Some zamindars 
surrendered to the British autharities but Ramanand Bhuyan of 
Jankunda penained adavant for scheine. 

Captain Lamb of Sth Regiment proceeded with a batallion 
to occupy HK da, Pakacpur, Bhogral, Shahbunder parganas and 
post policemen and Tahbssildars ła those parganas. Defeated by 
Le, Cooper, Raghunath Paikara, the Zamindar of Khirchand, fled 
to the forests. The British occupied his land on both sides 
of the tiver Subarnarekha, Ramananda Bhuyan surrendered to Lamb 


and was sent to Midnapore as a prisoner.” 


20 0h and, History Of Hayurbbanj, p- I. P. 76. 
219185 ce taze Ki a 9.66. 


2 November, 1803, Ernest to Fenwick, Bengal secret and 
political Consultation, 20 December 1803, Bo. 41, 17 ov 1803. 


Thus the territurics in the nozvtheeast of Subarnarekha cane 
under the control of British. The British had deployed 4,916 


er 


soldiers ln Orissa, 
the treaty of 1805 and Annexation of Orissa by the Encli 
Gn 30 November, 1803 softer the collapse cf Maratha 

rule in Orissa, Jaswent Rao Ramchandra, che representative 
of the Raja of Berar met Arthur lellesicy at Deogan. Aftur the 
discussion of che terms cf the treaty, the Maratha re sed- 
tatave finally agreed to leave Orissa soil Llneluding the port 
and district of Balasore. The terns of the treaty were ura tte 
on 16 December 1803 and both tne parties signed the treaty on 

foilouviag day the 17 December 1803. Orissa finally ceme under 
the British rule after a complete elimination of Horotha 
presence in Orissa. The British in their for E 
occupied southern; eastcra, northern and vestern parte of 
Orissa. The easy concuest or Orissa by che English was duc to 
thear nilivary super.sority, scund strategy and shrewd diplowacy. 
Britash takeover of che proviace of Orissa, Belasore ecnaircd 
under Japtain Korpen for sche time. A regiment of 300/400 hon 
vas then posted at Jajpur and Bhadrak. The same number of mon 
were stacicned at Balasore. 

The urissa province had passed through nisrule of che 

Morcthas for the span of helf a century berors cumiag under the 
British. Durin, this period, the Aarathas collected revenue as 


the de faeto ruler though the Past India Company was le,ally 


Segal Papers relating to the Maratha ker in 1803, p. 24. 
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Early comnissions are 

Compared to the Marathas a better system of administration 
was introduced by the East India Company in Balasore as in the 
yest of Orissa. In the later half of the month of December 1803, 
tuo Ccmmisssoners namely; Colonel George Horcout and John Ueliville 
devoted themselves to settle the unsystematie revenue affairs 
of the newly acquired province of Orissa. Moghulbandi becane 
their main ecncern. The period of Company ts administration in 
Orissa from 1804 to 7858 can be divided into two phases, one 
from 1804 to 1822 and another from 1822 to 1858. People could 
Hot live peacefully in the previous years of British takeover. 
In 1804 the Acmpany did not bring any radical change in the 
matter cf revenue collection cf the province. 
Dorthern Divisions 

urissa was divided inte two divisions such as northern 
and suuthern with Mahanadi river as the boundary between beth. 
These two divisions vere formed according to the temporary 
reguletion of May 4, 1804. A Judge~cum-Hagistrate was appolated 
for each division who was also assigned the duty of dollection 
of revenue. Captain Morgen made over dhana ta Robert Ker in 
1804.5 


agistrates and Collectors of northern and scuthern divisions 


h 


Robert Ker and Charles Groene became dJuđges-cum= 


2 
respectively. 


“oni strict etteer, Balesc p.67. 


1 


Land vevenuc settlement of Morulbandi area was made 
acecrding to the reguiatiocn of September 16,1804." The 
sebtleuent was made for short terms. Land settlement in 1804-5 
was made with either the Zamindsr or with actual bb e 
for one year only, then fcr 3 years (1805-8), 4 years (1803-12) 
and 3 years (1812-15) successively. 

In 1805, the offices cf the special Commissioner in 
Orissa vere abulished and were renoved to Calcutta. Hencefcurward 
the Board of Revenue in Fort William, Calcutta was to supervise 
the revenue affairs of Orissa. 

In 1805 both northern and southern divasions were united 
and placed under one ‘Collector’. Pari remained the headquarters 
cf the Collector up to 1816. Attempts to shift, the heedquerters 
to Jajpur situated on the border of Balasore did not materialise. 
George Webb became the Collector of the whole or Orissa. R. Ker 
became the Judge and Magistrate of the entire province and for 
a short period rcmained in-charge of salt depazrtnent till 1805 
when J. King becane the first seit Agent of Orissa. Tohasildars 
were posted at Belasore and Jajpur, © The records that supply 
us information about the revenue natrers vere mainly vritten 


in Oriya, Persian! and BSI ish. 


2? coynbee, etch of the Histo of Orissa, 5.582. 


“8, May, 1804, Government to Melville and fertecurt, Civil 
Judicial Consultations, & Sept.,1805, 0. 23 (vide 30.26) 


Honk Porissa, AEGEE Lppendıx=IV, 9p. 144. 


During the pericd of the Marstha and their predecessor, 
revenue demands wore made on the amount of land actually under 
cultivation. Consequently, the cultivable land decreased during 
their time as is Known frum the realisation of revenue in the 
province in different years. 

within 25 years since 1803 soma radical but systematic 
changes were carried ont in administration to make revenue 
administration judiclous and efficient. In 1874 steps were 
taken to shift the revenue headquarters to Cutteck to discharge 
sales and revenue accounts but this mensure Failed and the 
Collector cans back to Puri in the month of December the sane 
year. At this stage some Zamindars made an appeal to the British 
authorities for the shifting of collectorate to Cuttack whieh 
had enjoyed political and administretive eminence. But this 
appeal was turned down during the days of Mughals and liarat has 
by Iraver. Balasore, Soro and Basta thanas remained uncer one 
cint Ma,istrate from 1815 to 181%. 

Due to failure of creps the Criya Proprietors were unable 
to pay up the revenue for which their estates were sold cut. 

In 1816, 55 Zenindars lost their estates. 

In 1818, Robert Ker became the first Commissioner 
in Cuttack. From 1817 to 1820 the charge of the Joint Nacistrate 
was vosted in the Assistant Magistrete. In 1617 Subarnarekha 
river vas recognised as the administrative boundary between 


Orissa and Midnapore» 


Balasore vas managed from Cuttack from 18 July 1805 to 
August 1821 and had no separate Revenue Officer. A Joint 
Magistrate was appointed in Balasore in 1821. He tried Criminal 
eases and also discharged the functions of Superintendent of 
police. In 1824 on the advice of the Commissicner, the 
Governor General approved the ecrcation of Balasore Division. 

An office of the Commissioner started functioning for 
the first time from 1818 by the Regulation I of 1818 carrying 
the powers of Revenue Board, Board of Trade, Provincial Court 
of circuit and conmittee of enbanknents. Ker who was the first 
Judge of Cuttack and Collector of northern Divisicn in 1805 
was assigned this post. 

In 1827 Balasore became an independent Collectorate” 
and Bhadrak and Jajpur were attached to if in 1828. In 1828, 
basse hr ee ink of Balasore, Cuttack and puri vere formed. 
Bickett became tha Collector of Balasore and Bhadrak in 1826. 
Baitarani river wos recognised as the adwinistrative boundary 
between Balasore and Cuttack divisions. The province of Orissa 
tock a new form on 23 Cotober, 1888 as per the order of the 
Government. Mogulbandi portion of Orissa was divided into three 
districts =~ Northern Balasore Division, Southern or Puri Division 
and Central or Cuttack 51181 cn (Messrs H. Rieketts, F. Will:inson 


and R. Hunter were appointed as Collectors and Magistrates in 


S0pi strict Gazetteer, Balasore, p.67. 
31 Ibid. 7 p. 68. 


527. 1827, Balasore district Collectorate Office wes held In 
a building near bey Brandaban Tank. But it was burnt b, lightning. 
Subsequently, it uas shiited to present site which is close to 
Ralivay Starion site in 1907 in front of Collector ts Bunglai, 
Dis.rict Gazetteer, p.67. 


three such districts respectively. In Balasore a single officer 
was assigned the duty of Collector, Salt Agent, Magistrate 

and Custom Offiecr. He also discharged the functions of Registrar, 
Civil Jourt. By the Reguletion I of 1828, Cuttack was declared 
the 19th Gommissicnership of revenue ard circuit and it eumprised 
Cuttack, Khurdah, Balasore, Midnapore and Nuagaon and Hi dgel lee. 
The Commissioner's powers were equal to that of Board ef Revente, 
Court of wards (subject to the control of Sudder Board of Revenue) 
and a court of circuit. 

In 1837, 1858, 1865, and 7868 there were transiers of 
fiscal divisions between the Balasore and [iidnapure districts. 
Therefore, the Collector of Balasore complained that repeated 
transfer of the fiscal divisions backwerds and forwards for 
three times between lildnapure and Balasore created sous mis- 
managencnt in administration. 

Sale Das 

From 1805-6 to 1813-18, the picture of the revenue 
collection shows the fall in the annual demand. Estates were 
sold more than once a year. For instance a lond vas sold seven 
times in four years, another for six times duk ug the same 
pericd, another thrice in three years, another four tines 
in five years. The sale law by the British covernhent was 
intentional and most harmful. The English settlement Officer, 
SL, Maddox has made the follouing observation on the sale law: 


i Cei 
"the introduction and enforeenent of Revenue Scle law Perhaps 
| 


5% skoteh of the History of Orissa, ppe 11,57., ORNS. 


most unfortunate feature of our early rule, I an unable to 
give precise figures of the sales but it may be estimated that 
at least half of the estate in the district changed hands 
between 1805-1822 and the policy was certainly disastrous ag 
regards the old hereditary official fomilies very few of uhom 
were left at the Last settlement", 4 
The officers in the Board of Revenue in Bengal adopted 
unfair meens to obtain estates in Orissa. By obvicus methods 
of intrigue they vere enabled first to bring the estates upon 
the sale list and then to purchase then by a (Hanami) trer- 
sections at the auction". To stop such illegal interference 
and harassment of the Amila, the Board in its order of 1815 
directed to receive only ‘sealed tenders' in case of purchase 
of such estates. 
Harassment to Oriya Proprietors and Adventa:es of Renealea Inas: 
Frequent sale of estates meant threats to the existence 
of the Oriya proprietors. According to Ewer, two thirds of Oriya 
Proprietors suffered as a result of frequent sale of estates.” 
Usvates bearing a Sadar Jama of more than Rs.5,000/= were put to 
aueticn at the office of the Revenue Board in Calcutta. Rarely 
an Oriya Proprietor could make arrangements by his agent at 
Caleutta for an appearance during such sale in Caleutta to 
safeguard his interests and hence their absence antomaticaily 


helped the rich Bangalees and Amlas to purchase the estates. 


Se ee = 


34% oadox ligport, Vol. I, Appendices, pp. 450-51. 


550. Toynbee, i Sketch of Iistory of o „ pedls 
ligddux Seport, Od. II: 5.431. 


Estates wore sold for part of the real value cnd majority of 
estates were purchased by cutsiderse 

The Bengalees wanted to migrate to Orissa as it was 
easier for them to get see 10% rates with the purchese 
deed at hand, The gatito onors who hailed from Bensel did not 
usually manage such estates by themselves. They appointed 
their dear and near ones or their agents instead to look after 
such estatcs. The Oriya proprietors uere flexible in realising 
revenue nor did they go against the rights of tue «subordinate 
icnure holders. 

The Bengalee Zanindars followed a disgraceful policy of 
encroachnent.They encroached upon the neighbouring landed pro- 
perties of the natives of Balasore and Orissa at Large. The 
Oriya rroprietore were dispossessed of their estates for no 
fanit of theirs due to fraud played by native officers of 
Government to purchase lands at public sale. the Oriya pro- 
erietcrs could Gare not raise any voice against such illegal 
occupation as they were no equal to those agents in far off 
Caleutta Court who in collusion with Antas of the Court estab- 
lished their rights cover property as ic.ale In such a case 
the weak Uriya proprictor was bound to sell bbs property and 
becars Landluss and ultimately suffered from atter penury. As 
a result after 1628, there was an influx of Eengclee Zamindars 


to the Balasore district. Not only the greed of occupation of 


SCrarly British aministration, OT. VoleIII, No.2. 


lond but the trade of Balasore attracted them. Trade interest 
ond easy purchase of estates in Caleutte Board led to acqui~ 
sition of estates in Balasore. Thus "Balasore was threwn open 
to them in 1828 the opportunity was cne fur the extensive 
scheming that had taken place in daleut ta. 37 


Bengalees cena in large numbers from different places 


of Bengal te Balasore. They are sean now in Barabati, Manikhonb, 


Makalpur and Sunhat areas. Some of the descendants of the revenue 


officials such as Kanungo at the tice of Mughals are also seen 


at Bhadrak, Soro, Jalesuar. They are Mahasay fomilics of Kaupur, 


Kedarpur(Sore) and Lakshannath (north Balasore). There is a 


Dewun para neor Sunhat where a number cf Bengalee families had 


established thensclvsge Probably they cane tu Balasore in conte- 


etion vith revenue matters, There is another place called Towan 


Patana, close to the former zer ( Sunhat) inhabited by Uriyas. 


Hany hengalees also che to Balasore being appointed by 


the Board at Calcutta. The Nazir aad Buzi made their ox tunes 
ircu Zanindars. In the year 1881; the Collector of Balasore 
urote that sesreely a single Oriya received a salary of nore 
than Rs. 10.00 per month, whereas the domiciled Bengalees and 


Muhemmedans ot nore than Re. 107 per monthe 


n Ce — 


37 
MpdGox Benort, Vol. II., p. 451. 
(pronounced eta on) 
50 d (Pera) (As used in Bengalee vhoreas Pat ena is an 
Oriyo word. 
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Gourds 

Gowri was the medium of exchange till 1808 ( im 8 
accounts and granting leases). Silver rupee became the Leandard 
currency of the province when use of Cowri was abolished. 

fie depreciation in the value of Couri nade it clear that 
Government Treasury would not receive Cowri as a medium of excha- 
nge, 80 long in vogue, after the date of its expiry. There was a 
sudden fall in the transaction of such currency as it was the 
only medium of the poor classes. This was taken as a plea by 
the money Lenders to foree cowries cn zamindars at higher rates 
of exchange for which ryots also suffered in the hands of zamin- 
dars. Land-holders demanded land tax in terms of silver end fized 
the value of one rupee equal to 5,120 Cowries.°” Even though 
copper currency became ithe medium of exchenge from 1808 instead 
of Couries, the use of Gowri was prevalent in villages, zamindari 


accounts, execution of leases. Its use stopped forty years after 


the introductich of copper currency. 


Balasore which was the headquarters of the district as 
well as famous for the port presented a picture of village 
life. ‘“Inspite of its mercantile character, village life boes 
on in the heart of the town just as it doag in the remotest 
home st ad. The cous are driven forth in the morning and struggle 


back to the sound of a conehshell at sunset. In harvest bine 


39 
ne Gonda means 


= 4 numbers 
One Pan = 20 gonda 20 KX 4 2 80 nos. 
Cae Kahan = 16 pan 16 x80 = 1280 nos. 1280 
Four Raben 1880 x 4= 5720 nos. 


the hot breath of the bullocks trading out the grain \ 

into the face of the passerby along the streets and bud 
citizens pile up the cld fashioned Uriya rice stocks within 
Sight of the market place. The small town in Orissa looked 
like collections of nemlebs n. As regards the migrahion of 
rural population, it is revealed thus "while the rural vopu- 
laticn has doubled, the Magistrate of the Balnsore District® 
Hunter urites: "report that several cities seem to have boen 
larger in former’ times than they are now and that others beve 


certainly declined vithan the past two or threc generations, "t? 


"there was a Ronan Catholie Hssion at Balasore with 
Rev. Father Sapet as President". This Mission ran a school and 
orphanage and a house for Roman Catholic woman, engaged in 
converĝion to Christianity, Mr. Sepet, a Lelgian by birth, a 
man of repute and a man of literature established a church by 


his efforts. 2 | 


Post Orica: 
Ricketts wrote in his report on Balasore that the Post 
Office of Balasore was a thetched house at a distance from 


eollectorate. 


t 


u. v. Hunton, 2 of Orissa, p. 130. 


bad., piiat, Bhadrak and Jaleswer were ezamples of the 
former Soro and Balasore of the later. 


41 m0 a of a Bengal Sivillan, Chape Balascrs., John Beames 
writes very high of lather Saper in his book Memoirs of a Bengal 
Civilian „ 
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Sastes 

Rigid observance of the caste system created social 
barriers and prevented cohesion. "Ivo castes could not go 
together to carry a Palanquin" and a higher caste man would 
not handle an article handled by a man of lower caste for the 
fear of pollution. 

Vaseg: 

In 1850 the unskilled labourers vere getting a penny or 
half penny a day at Balasore. Carpenters were paid three pence 
a day; suiths and brick leyers got three ferthings in 1850. In 
the nineteenth century Balasore, the wages which were paid in 
kind remained unchanged but those paid In- tbe form of money rose 
as a result of depreciation in silver currency. Silver depre- 
ciated more than a third of its kind. Currency had decreased 
to 30%. 

tural t 2 

Balasore district suffered worst from natural calamities 
like cyclonc, drought and flood. A most severe cyclone visited 
the Balasore district in nineteenth century. As a result six 
thousand persons died."A more extensive calamity seldom visited 
the earths,” Tidal waves submerged the coastal belt of the 
district in kneee deep waters. Henry Ricketts who became ‘Collector 
and Magistrate in the northern division i.e., the district of 


Balasore strove his utmost to save the people of Balasore fron 


44yenry Ricketts to Ge Stockwell Commissioner, 26 April 1832, 
Board of Revenues, Vol. January 1832, p. 40. 


utter distress. In his letter to the Commissioner he stressed 
the urgency of requirement of 10,000 maunds of common rice 
at the rate of cne rupee tuo annas. The Vice-President in 
Council immediately granted the aforesaid purchase of rice 
vith rupees 2,000 on account of relief. 

Regulation VI of 1816 was extended to the end of the 
gear 1881-2 %% (Amii 1229). The Regulation VII of 1822 further 
extended this settlemsat, for five years. After 1816, the short 
tern setticments were continued tili 1837. In 18637, a long 
term settlement for 30 years was coneluded after 7 yoars 
survey and enquiry into the individual rights cf each land~ 
holder, and uuder tenant. During this span of 30 years, the 
Company ceased to rule in 1858 and transfer of power to British 
Crown took place. 

Settiemerts: 

The thirty years! settlement that was introduced in 
1837 after a thorough survey and investigation of the lands 
of each district amounted to many ups and downs in the life 
of the people of Orissaeis a result of this settlement, the 
cultivation went up but the purchasing pover of money fell. 
Hence land easiiy became a purchasable commodity like paddy 
or other articles for many ueolthy peuple in Bengal. Orissa 
sau the rise of some tabsentee Landlords! who lived in Calcutta 


but managed their Orissa Estates through a Resident Agent’. 


457 eketts to Jalunter, Commissicner, 22 August 1832, 
Board of Revenue, Vol. July December. 


The clandestine proprietors wanted to sweep away those inter- 
uediaries between them and the real cultivators. After thread- 
bare discussions and practical verifications of settlement 
operations over the abuse of rights it was decided that 
tenitivators! right of occupaney should be at par with that 
of Land«holders' right of ownership to hold a title direct 
from Government. As a result cf the land settierent of 1837, 
the "Resident Tenants and hereditary cultivators" got palm 
leaf lease wherein there was mention of uguantity of land 
and the rent too. Ricketts mentioned in his report that there 
were no European land=holders in Balasore District. 

The Collector of Balasore menticned that there vere 
80,000 cultivators in his jurisdiction out of whom 30,000 
or three eighta possessed occupancy rights. The vexed issue of 
‘submission of right! by the cultivators before 1803 uas no 
mere to be fcund in the British rules In 1840-42, the Land- 
holders collected $ or 4 or $ of the actual produce from the 
cultivators. Hence the Government received 1/ th of the exact 
produce of the land. Henry Ricketts tock initiative to carry 
out a scientific survey of the province of the settlement. 
The outcome of 30 years settlement was the individual rights 


of Khatidars, Muquaddams, Sarbarelkars increased. 


In 1636 when the ruler of Nilgiri was a minor, Haribabu 
whose father was an aspirant for the throne tried te seize 
pover but Ricketts successfully checked such a move of Harioabu. 
Ricketts was above religious bias. He was informed by Mill, the 
Magistrate of Cuttack that one Moulavi Hussain, a Muslim preacher 
in collusion with some misereants might attack the European 
inhabitants. That the Moulvi had declared a religious war 
against the Christians because of *Pirouter' lands, lost by the 
owners who failed to establish their titles was not acecpted 
by Ricketts. Moulavi shifted his sphere of activity to Balasore, 
Ricketts was held in high esteem by ‘Moulavi. 

A cenotaph in European cemetry at Barabati close to 
Burabaianga river side in Balasore echtadn the following 
inscription: 

"STR HENRY RICKETTS HAVING SERVED TNELVE YEARS IN 
ORISSA AND THIRIY EIGHT YEARS IN INDIA DIED IN 
ENGLAND ON THE 25TH FEBRUARY 1886, AGED NEARLY 84. 

AE WEVER FORGOT BALASORE AND THE OORREBAHS", 

The cenetaph also mentions that Jane i the beloved wife 
of Henry Ricketts expired at Balasore on 25 November 1830 at 
the age of 22, There is still another mention cof his infant 
daughter, aged 7 months who died on 6th November. j 


49 Oris storigald Journal, Vol. XI.; No. 2, p. 713. 


Lancuare of the Court; 
Tri 1835 the Government decided to abolish the use of 


Persian as the court language. This was intimated to the 
Commissioner of Orissa on December 24, 1835.7 He vas further 
informed on January 27, 1837 that the proceedings of the court 
would be recorded in the provincial Language. But à copy of 
the Persian translation of court proceedings in Oriya vas 
directed to be sent to the Sadar Court. S From 1837 onwerds, 
Oriya became the language of the court in Orissa, The Commi- 
ssioner Henry Ricketts observed on 16 June 1838 that ip spite 
of the introduction of Oriya language in Gourt proceedings the 
Persian language was still used while preparing the statements 
of the court s. 

In 1839, Sadar Board of Revenue wanted to ascertain as 
to how far the use of Oriya language in the court vas appre 
ciated by the people. The Magistrate of Balasore npprised the 
Commissioner that Uriya Language was not the right substitute 
of Persian language and that the use of Oriya langvage had 
caused certain difficulties. He wanted the use of Oriya language 
te be restricted to certain matters and the use of Persian 
language in all other matters. On the other hand the Commissioner 
sunported the use Of Oriya language.» Ne held that the people 
would be gainers in the long run by the use of Oriya language. 


47 O of Revenue Records, Circular of Sadar Divani and 
figanat Adalat 1831-35, Vol.55, pp. 154-35. 
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p. 771. Comissioner to Registcr Nizamat Adalat June 16,1338, 
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Re suggested that for a certoin pericd till Oriya was aceeptod 
wholly by the people, Hindustani language might be used in 
matters connected with the pecple. In his opinion, this would 
remove delay in offieial vork, The Sadar Board of Revenues did 
nut accept his suggestion. It suggested the use of Bengalee 
as the right substitute of Oriya. Mills, the Commissioner held 
that use cf Bengalee would lead to much discontent among the 
Oriyase 
t Menutactu od t SONG: 

During the Maratha rule in the coastal belt of Grissa 
frou the Subarnarekha river in the north to the Chilka Take 
in the scuth, salt was abundantly manufactured. But the Marathas 
put little importance on salt manufacture and its export; the 
Baglish viewed the salt manufacture and salt trade as a plentiful 
source of revenue after their fakcover of the province in 1803. 
The Marathas eonsldered salt as an article of little value in 
terns of revenue. During the Maratha period the price of one 
maund of galt was 3 annas. The natives exchanged a seer of 
grain for a naund of salt, But to the Company it became an 
article of maximum value as it would fetch them more revenue. 

Instead of concentrating on monopoly cver production as 
well as sale of salt the Narathas were satisfied to receive 
some duty from salt merchants. > In 1784 the East Indla Company 
made it a rule that none other than the Company would impurt or 
sell salt at Calcutta.’ This debarred the salt merchants of 


SOcalcndar of Persian Corves-ondence, Vol. IX, 30.605. 
5771 d., vol. VI, No. 1241. 


Orissa from carrying on salt trade in Bengal. Consequently 

the indigencus salt of Orissa was adversely affected. The 
Maratha Governor, Rajaram Pandit understood the rcsuit of such 
prenul;ation which would cause loss to Haratha Government. 
Murar Mahodey,the Paujdar of Balascre wrote: "the revenue cf 
the sarkar has fallen since they stepped its port to Calcutta 
by any other coca The Maratha Governor, Rajaram Pandit 
proposed to the Company that if the latter alicwed the Balasore 
merchants to sell galt in Bengal, they would sell salt at 
cheap vate and pay duty to the Company.” 

In 7786 the Governor General conveyed to Rajaram Pandit 
the terms and conditions for Balasore merchants to carry on 
salt trade. Accordingly no salt was to go beyond Balasore to 
Calentta without the order and seal of British commercial 
Resident at Balasore. He becare the real autherity over salt 
trade in Balasore. In other words, smuggling of salt to Bengel 
through the border district of Balasore was checked by this 
arrangenent. Rajarom Pandit agreed te abide by the terms of the 
English as they also served his purpose. The British Government 
made the doclaration thuss "If hereafter ony salt shall be sold 
te any other person or any obstruction stall be thrown in the 
way of the aforesaid (cntleman's business the importation of 


54 
the salt into Bengal shali be again prohibited" In spite of 
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ail such attempts by the Company, smuggling of salt could not 
be practically checked and hence Rajaram Pandit was again 
directed to do his best to prevent the merchants from somuicg= 
ling of salt inte the Company's territories. 

In 1790 George Forster, the envoy of Lord Cornawallis 
proposed to Raghuji Bhonsle, the Raja of Nagpur that the 
Company would purchase the entire salt, produced in Orissa and 
that no other merchant would be allowed to carry on trade in 
salt. Raghuji turned down the English proposal as such monopely 
of salt trade desired by Company would definitely close native 
sait trade. 8 While no agreement could be reached on the quest icn 
of the Company's monopoly of salt trade, British Commercial 
Resident at Balasore exported all salt from Balasore to Calentte>® 
Balt Mononolys 

fhe British conquest of Balasore and Orissa at large in 
1803 enabled the British to have monopoly of salt trade over a 
stretch of land from the Suvarnarekha to the river Mahanadi. It 
was by a proclamation of the Governor General in counea "Shit 
monopoly was introduced in Orissa with effect from ist of November 
1804. Robert Ker, the Collector of Northern Division of Cuttack 
remained in charge of salt and customs Division. According to 
the Company's Regulation, the Offieer=lin=Charge of gait and 
eustoms of this division became the salt Agent of Orissa. 


56. Dell. 7 Vol „I, No. 65. 
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The headcuarters of the northern division reuained at Balasore. 
Fenteforvard sait became a source of publie revenues 7 

T111 1806 Robert Ker managed the salt agency in tho 
acrthern division. In 1806 James King became the tfirst solt 
Agent in Orissa. Since 7817 monopoly worked in full swing in 
the northern division of Orissa. All private sales vere 
prohibited. 

Malaneiss 

Those who manufactured salt were popularly called 
iMalansis!. The seit traders used to advance money to those 
malangis for production of salt, If these producors foiled to 
meet the required quantity of supply as per advance, they 
roturned the rest amount by instalnents, 

Any merchant who wanted to bay more than 20 maunds had 
to deposit the amount for it in the sait department at Balasore. 
Aprengss 

We get a vivid picture of salt production unit of Balasore 
from The licmoirs of a Bengal Civilian, written by John Bates, 
a Collector of Balasore in the nineteenth century. The sait 
manufacturing places were called Sfhurangs', Such areas were 
filled with Itall coarse grass ond gerubr. There were 11 Aurangs 
in 1807 in northern ecastul belt. Zach Aupang was divided into 
subdivisicas called 1Bhowzis? comprising 'Chattis! in which 
thore were a number of bolliug houses (Chulhas). In Aurengs, 


the office bearers ware Dar og has tuo to three Muharirs, some 
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overseers of Chattis and a few Chaprasi. The work in the 

Aurangs used to start in December and continued till the 

advent of monsoon, because the land remained dz during this 
period. Beames has given the following deseription of salt 
manufacturing places: Channels are dus from the sea to scald 
reservoirs dug not in the sand but in the muddy soil beyond. 

Then a maunt about two feet high is made of carth and grass 
mixed. On the top is placed a large earthen vessel plerced vath 
holes, A layer of grass and twig is placed in the vessel, 

and on this again a thick leyer of mud from the surrounding soil, 
whieh Ls Largely saturated with saline water frcm being constantly 
submerged by the sea. Water from the reservoir is then poured 

in till the vessel is full. The sea water filtering through the 
Sealine earth becomes mora salty than it was before and the strong 
brine thus made is drawn off through a bamboo pipe into a second 
vessel. Closeby is a rudo, dume-shaped furnace, consisting of a 
hole in the ground surmounted by a Cupola formed by fixing 
together with mid a large number of egg shaped jars with their 
month outuards. These ard ail filled to the brim with the brine. 
Then a fire is lighted inside and fed with the tall, dry grass 
whieh grous around, till all the vater in the jars has been 
boiled avay. The crystals ‘of salt are then seraped out and 
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piled on mats for transport to the gola". 
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The salt was of two kinds ~ Punga or boiled salt and 
Karkoacha or solar evaporation salt. The Punga salt was superior 
to Karkacha (28 seers of Balasore Punga salt, egual to the 22 
seers of Cuttack) was selling at ona rupe., After the British 
occupation of Balasore, Captain Mergan realised that salt could 
be a great source of revenue, He wrote to the Commissioner of 
Cuttack about the intricacies in the prevailing salt system 


a 
due to invoivenert of Zamindars at Balasore,” 


Zonindarsg and Sait, Mononoly: 

In the coastal areas of Dalasore usually the Zamindars 
who cuned o vast chunk of Landed property entered into contracts 
with the salt merchants who advanced the Zamindars sufficient 
money to get their required quantity of salt in stipulated perio 
for which the gamindars employed a gco number of farmers. 

Temporary tgolas' were opened to give delivery cf salt. 
The people working in salt ‘golas! were getting monetary help. 
'Golapokhari! (a pond) as it is presently called which is 
situated in the present town area near Balasore Municipality 
reminds us of such salt golas of those days. | 

When the Company established its monopoly on salt trade, | 
it deprived the Zamindars of the benefits which they were onjoying 
by playing the vole of midclemean betucen the malangas and salt 


merchants. After the Company's imposition of salt monopoly, the 
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zoeindars vanted the same benefit from Maiangis, even though 
production continued on Government aecvunt because the area of 
Auranę (salt production) belonged to Zamindars. James King, the 
first salt Arent has referred to the oppressive conduct of the 
Zanindars touards the Melangigs 

According to the 1804 Regulation Salt was sold one rupec 
per naund©4 for merchants only. These merchants vere granted 
tRownahe? by the two Sadar Officers of the Salt Department of 
Cutteck and Balasore who carried salt outside the Mugalbandi, 
area. Chowkey Officers serautinised those (Rownahat. In 1811 
monopoly vas established over the northern part of Orissa right 
from the Suvarnarekha to the Mahanadi. In 1812 Salt production 
centres vere either revived or newly started in Bal asore. 2) 
Areas of Aurang: 

In 1814, 8 salt centres vere functioning. In 1814, the 
entire sea coast belt right from the Suvarnarekha to Chilka 
(covering around 320 miles) remained under a single salt agent. 
In the northern division salt Aurangs vere situated betucen the 
river Suvarnarckha and river Dhanra. There were cight Auranus 
in the northern Divisicna. Ruttel, Dasmolang, Panchamolang, 
Inkura, Chudamani, Dhamra and Chanuasartha.” These places 
became the centres of salt Satyagrsha when Mahatma Gandhi 


launched Civil Disobedicnee Movement in 1930. 


Sipengal Judicial Civil Proceedings, No. 26 of Sept.5, 1805, 
Government to Commissioner in Cuttack, May 4, 1804. 
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In 1823-24 Salt Agent extended advances to the Malangis 
of the 'Aurang' for 332,000 maunds of Panga Salt. The next year 
it became 4,26,000 naunds <4 The Halangi g! got 40 rupees per 
700 maunds of salt. In 1823 the division had 3 sale golas. 

They belonged to Balasore, Soro and Bhadrak. 5 The rate was 

RS. -r annas per maund. From the Aurangs* side to the sala 
golas 3% annas was Yeallsed as the transportation charges. 6 

The average sale of punga salt in this division reached 1, 20, 000 
maunds a year. A neu Sale gola was opened in Basta in 1827 be- 
cause salt could not be sasiiy carried to Bengal from such 
aneonvenient places. ST These places lacked good communication. 
Rajghat Chowkey, 10 kms. from Basta was no mora used for the 
sale of salt by the Government. Naturally persons and shop-keepers 
attached to Hajghat were instructed to keep contact with Basta. 
Here the price of salt was 2 rupees 3) annas per maund. 8 In 
March 1824, Panga salt at Balesore was sold at the rate of 

RS. 5596-8 pies per hundred maunds. There was price hike evory 
years Salt from Balasore was exported to Salkia in Bengal in 


large quantity. : 


* 


64 eSOre Salt Records., AC. NC. 573, Salt Agent of Balasore 
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In 1825 the Balasore agency worked as Contractors to 
export salt. The vessels were properly checked. In 1828, 

Orissa was divided into 3 district in charge of 3 Collectors. 
These Collectors were discherging the funetions of salt Agents. 
Hence Orissa was divided into 3 salt divisionss Balasore, 

Cuttack and Puri. In 1828 Balasore Salt agency became a separate 
salt agent unit. 89 Its area was between Dhamra river in the south 
and Suvarnarekhe river in the north. It was 80 miles in length. 
This area had 8 Aurangs or salt manufacturing centres. The big 
Aurangs like Bolang (near Langaleswar), Sartha, Dasmolang, 
Chudamani and Dhamra were divided into small units. 

In 1639 there were thirteen Aurangs = Ratal, Bolang, 
Sartha, Chhanua, North Dasmoleng, South Dasmolang, Panchnolang, 
Ankura, North Chudamani, South Chudanmani, North Dhamra, Scuch 
Dhamra and Chardia. fuzangs at Ratai and Bolang were abolished 
because they became unprofitable on acccunt of smuggling of 
salte O The salt producing places weie in course of time reduced 
to seven by the mid-nineteenth century. They were Sortha,Chhanua, 
Dasmolang, Panchmolang, Ankura, Chudamani, Dhamra.?! Rat al 
Aurangs vere revived in 1854. In 1854 eight Aurangs were 
functioning.” 


dengel Judicial Civil Proceedings., No. 1, of Nov. 27, 1828, 
Extract from Proceedings of Governor General in Council, Oct.23, 
1828, 0. 164. 
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Balasore Agency alone produced 399,436 maunds and 30 
seers.” The salt production from 1840-41 to 1845-46 in 
Balasore Agency was 4,94,940. From 1846-47 to 1851-52 the game 
reached 529,318 maundss By this time foreign salt began to pour 
Into Sanikia in Bengal which affected Balasore salt production. 4 
In the year 1842-43 thea Balasore salt Agency conid procure 4, 50, 000 
maunds of panga salt in a season which was the tTaidal! or estinate 
of the Board cof Customs, Sait and opium approved by the Commi- 
ssioner. Leter on it was redaced to 2,50,000 maunds. But in 
1855-54, Panga and Kurkuch salt production increased to 6, 72, 999 
naunds» 

Sait CrPicerss 

The Salt Agent had to discharge e double function. He was 
Locking alter the production of salt as well as collection of 
rovenus. Besides, there wore ‘Dargegahs' for Aurangs. Their pay 
was raised from hs.40/= to Rs.7G/= per month in consideration 
of the area of operatione In Balasore agency one thousand eight 
hundod and cightyning persons died in, sea water due to the 
eyelons in 1843. Caly 28 persons were wurkers and the rest wore 
dL An A. 2,515,057 maunda of salt was swept away ia tne sea 
water. O The Government in this dire distress of the people 


helped the 'Malangia! Financially. ‘Aurang! Darogah'! (Officers) 
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were instructed to supply retail rice to such sufferers at 
very cheap rates. 

The salt Agent of Balasore intimated the Commissioner 
that bitter relation so long continuing between Zamindars and 
the Bovernment over relcase of Covernment money for salt manu- 
facture to Maiangig in Zamindars land was solved as zamindars 
were allowed to employ their peasants for manufacture of salt, 

There were altogether 4 large salt tgolas! at Balasore; 
Basta, Soro end Bhadrak. Besides, there ware 20 'Showkeys! where 
salt was available at retail price (vate). The raté cf salt did 
not vary in these salt solling centres, golas and Chowkeys. It 
was RS. 2-5 annas per maund as approved by the authority. T At 
Rajghat and Begunia the rate of salt was higher as it was 
situated in the border. Salt vas being supplied from Jaleswar 
tsale golat (of Hi Ageney) to these places at a rate of 
Rse3-12 onnas ver maund, This vag done te stop smgeling of salt 
from Balasore to Midnnpore (Bengal) Bat in apite of sale of 
thase centres, the sale wos not satisfactory. Hence the salt 
agent of Balasoré was introduced ta close their centres of sale. 
(The seit was sold ati Golas of Bhadrak, Boro, Balasore and Basta). 

The seit Agent vanted to supply salt from Basta gola 
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at the rate of Pe- annas, In Belesore around the year 1853 
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the rate of salt vas reduced to RS. 27 — and RS. S- 1 anna at 
Bhadrak and Soro respectively. The Rojas of Mayurbhanj and 
N. IgA used to take maximum quantity cf salt from Balasore 
agency for the use of their poople in their areas. Their con- 
sumption was 16,000 and 5,000 raunds of salt respectively which 
they received paying RS. 2-2 annas per maund. In 1885 proposals 
were given by Board of Revenue tc establish Balasore and Soro 
Golas. It was further approved by the Lt. Governor of Bengal. o 

In the year 1836, 69, 469 maunds of salt was sold. In 
1640 and 1845 the amounts of salt sold were 70,635 and 88, 889 
maunds respectively. In 1850, it reached 99,162 maunds. The 
highest sale of salt in Balasore agency vas 1,035,048 maunds. 
Around 1656 price of salt in 'golag'! of Bhadrak and Balasore was 
RS and RS. 3-2 annas respectively for supply to other places 
in the Agency?" Mere salt could bs sold when smuggling of salt 
could be effectively checked by concerned province Chowkeys!. 
Hence iamlas : in chowkey and golas vere paid more (RS. 5/-) on 
the basis of sale of more quantity of salt. 

at Chowk 2 

To cheek the smuggling of salt uhich was rampagt, pre- 
ventive chowkeys were opened in large numbers under Balasora 
Agency. Attempts to stop smuggling in Curjat areas were made 


as salt regulations of British Government were not in force 


785. 8. R., AO.; No, 755, Salt Agent of Balasore to 
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there. Morecver, Mayurbhang and Nilgiri Gerjats which vere 
prone to smuggling were close tc Balasore. 

Secondly, Balasore Agency was the border of Bengal where 
salt was sold at higher price. Naturally sumggling of salt from 
Balasore te Bengal through border was rampant. There were alto- 
esther 5 frontier preventive chowkeys to check illicit trade of 
salt into Bengal. The other chowkeys were situated near Aurong 
areas from Suvarnarekha to Dhamra keeping a distance of 5 to 
15 mites.” 

Proposal of Henry Ricketts to Check Smugcling of Salts 

In 1855 Heary Ricketts, the Salt Agent at Balasore 

noticed that the smugsling of salt was rampant. He gave some 


suggestions to the Board for the prevention of smuggling.” 
Ricketts suggested that a Jamadar accompanied by tent poons 
should be posted for each 'Aurang' for such purpose, They would 
net only check smuggling of salt but tillicit manufecture of 
Salt! too. He laid down a condition by making the method of 
checking such illegal trade most alluring. uce one would be 
avarded vith Rs.2/~ only ben salt more than 20 seers uas selzed 
end smugglers caught redhanded. Secondày, be would also get 


8 annas award per maund without the arrest of smuggler. S 
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Ricketts proposals were accepted by the Government 2° The 
reward rate for defecting these smugglers became more alluring. 
It was fixed at Rs.2/= per maund. It vould not be more than 10 
rupees for the arrest of single man and one rupee per maund 
when a man vas seized with more than 5 raunds of possession 
of illegal wats These methods of chowkey management proved 
worthy and successful. Otherwise, the salt Agent categorically 
stated the smug ling would increase. 

Further to check smuggling in the border area of north 
Balasore and check infiltration and better management, the salt 
agent of Balasore propcsed 5 chowkeys to function under the 
Superintendent of Salt Chowkeys at Jaleswar. Though the Superin-~ 
tendent was also in charge of some areas of Midnapore division 
in Bengal, he had to discharge tis Function in the border crea 
subject to the guidance and control of the salt agent of Balasore. 
Removel of Inefficient Officers: 

In 1845 the Salt Agent of Balasore ¢omplained to the 
Commissioner rezerding the indifferent atcitude of preventive 
officers in checking contraband salt. He pointed out that cut 
of 227 such officers, 53 officers had not shown their efficiency 
by selging a little quantity (chhatal:) of contraband salt in a 
span of two years ise. Tron 1843 to 1845. Besides that 42 officers 


had seized less than 4 seers in the same period. Ha wanted their 
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immcdiate dismissal. He also did not like to keep any more 
peons in chowkeys because of their lack cf vigilance and 
proposed to appoint a body of 'Jamadars! with a Lluerative 
scale of pay for better management of chowkeys. Fe held that 
iow salary led to bribery. Higher salary and promotion and 
inercased allowances vould remove such ineffielenecy and corrup~- 
tion in salt trade. 87 
Angissmugeiing Squads 

The Sait Agent of Balasore had appointed some peons in 
1848 to check struggling. The policy further became dynamic 
when one Janader assisted by 6 or 8 peons from one icheukey 
patrclied under the orders of nearby 'Aurang'! Darogah. In this 
period the strength of the preventive staff in 20 chowkics 
reached 258. in frontier chowkeys, one Jamadar, one Muharir and 
70 peons vere appointed. They got each ks.12/=, is. 10 ond 
Rs.4/~ every month respectively. The cost of cstablishnent cf 
a chowkey was Rse1,527/= per month. 8 

Bat the new system introduced since 1849 became unsuccessful 
because the qamaders took bribes from the manufacturers. Instead 
of carrying on antiesmugcling actavities, the Jamadars renained 
absent from the chowkeys. Naturally, Muharrirs who worked sinple- 
handed could not properly carry out ths retail sale cf solt, Su 


not oniy the reluctance or the anti-smugeling squad to check 
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smugeling was abortive but also it affected the retail sale 
of salt and weakened the attempts to cheek snuggling ©? The 
Salt Agent of Balasore proposed to appoint a European Officer 
Tor better management of chovkeys. 

As the Salt Agent had a double portfolio both as a 
Collector and Magistrate, it became impossible on his part to 
be always present in headquarters to look after the work of 
253 persons in preventive department within an area of 80 miles 
in sea belt. Smuggling could not he checked as the smugglers 
worked in ecliusion vith preventive officers, O nee again 
the appointment of European Officers as Inspector of chowkeys 
was suggested by the Salt Agent of Bal asore. 9 This appointment 
was thought to be most effective for checking corruption in the 
prevontive department. Thus he vanted to create superiority 
complex in the department and he felt that a European Officer 
could only be able to check smuggling. The post was sanctioned 
and a Curopean Officer was appointed as "an unecnvenanted 
Assistant" to the Salt agent. 

In Balasore Agency, Panga salt in crude form vas first 
stored in tAurangs! 78011. 95 Then it vas exported to Saliia in 
Bengal. Balasore salt flocéed the Bengal districts. Balasore 
witnessed its heyday vhen the entire seven and a half lakh 
maunds of salt vent to the Salkia golas in Calcutta. 


89g. g. B., ACC, No. 753, Salt Agent of Balasore to Jommissioner 
of Cuttack, July 22, 1854, FO. 84. 
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the rate of freight zu Gallia in Joggal changed fran 
timo to time before 1439 i¢ war RS. 25-8 cnuas to Bs. 167 in 
Balesera ateney. In 1639, it vas Rs.12/= in Balasore. ihe rate 
cf freight in Balasore came dem to RS. 17/ oftervards. Fron 
7239 ankuropenan Gfficer named Alfred Bond Locked after the 
Export Geeticn. Wang te his efforts the freight rate consi~ 
derably reduced to 25.10/= ond molpracticss too by the Pont 
officlieis. The loss under the contractors vas 3 per cent but 
under Nr. Eond it wes 1 per eent. The sele price on 100 menads 
of Panga salt despatched from Balasere was Reed1d/= at Saikia 
Golss ead in Hay tot 1855 it vas BA. 517. Henry Ricketts 
writes on salt of Bolasoreé thus: "Ihe salt of this district has 
a@ivays had a high charcetcr in the market for purity. It is 
neu more scught ror then any other salt oannfacturcd". ihe 
Arent of the ozpert vas as geod chat avbuithstanding 
Gistances end risks the Geovorntent vas unable to offer it fur 
gale at Gallia in Bengal, one rupee for 100 monnds, cheaper 
than the salt irim Adele. 

Galt expert fron Balasore to Salkia no doubt made 
Baidosere sart busy ond pruspercus when the season for galt 
ceport uns over; a Largo aunber cf vesgcls used for galt trade, 
were talisec to carry agriealtaral products of the dictriet 
nnd Stats. But due Se the abel itien of Salt nonopoly on February 
28, i663 people no longer saw the ever busy commercial activity; 
of Badesere pert. 


"4entobiocrophy of Fakir Mohon, pp. 18-22. 
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Henry Ricketts reports on the Gistrict of Balasore "Ry 
an arrangement made some years ago all the salt from the 
supply of the Soroh (Sorco) and Bustah (Rusta) golahs is in 
the first places brought to Balasore and thera weighed in tha 
Balasore Golah under the inspection of the Assistant li, Bond 
and Zforuarded thence to the Bustah and Soroh Golahs as wanted 
...æ.. the salt is carried 30 miles instead of 10 miles In ordor 
that it may be weighed by the Assistant and any malpracticeas 
by mans cf an understanding between the Aurans Darogahs and 
Golah. u 
Te- of salt Arsney and After: 

The manufacture of Pungo salt constitute an important 
indigenous industry of Balasore district at the tine of British 
oecupation of Orissa in 1805. The sallferous tracts in its coast 
provided ideal sit@ for salt fields with respect to the avallabi- 
lity of brine and the nature of tha soil. 

Salt industry employed thousands- of people and enabled 
the local gamindars and merchants to earn a lot from the salt. 
fhe British authorities took over the salt affairs of Orissa 
in 1804. The British aimed at astablishing monopoly over salt 
trade and salt manufacture with a view to sarning a huge mount 
of revenue from it. They first established their monopoly ovor 
the sale of salt; then they established monopoly over its manu- 
facture, In the Balasore district the British first intrcduced 
their salt monopoly. By 1811 the British had established full 


monopoly over the salt industry and trade of northern Orissa. 
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From the Bal ascre district the monopoly was extended to the 
rest of Coastal Orissa. 

In 1826, a separate salt agency vas established for the 
Balasore district, while Cuttack and Puri districts romoained 
under one agency. In 1829 there were three separate salt 
agencies for the three districts » Balasore, Cuttack and Puri. 
Under the monopoly system the British Govermesnt earned a lot 
of revenues The salt revenue vas much more than the land 
revenue. But the salt becare much more costly under the monopol) 
for the ordinary consuners, and the condition of the Malangis 
became curse as they had to suffer from the payment of low wage 
by the British masters and opression by the zamindars. By the 
nideninetcenth century, the British contemplated the abolition 
of salt monopoly being unable to check the smuggling of salt 
and with a view to facilitating the sale of British salt in 
Bengal and afterwards in Orissa. In 1847, two Aurangs of the 
Balasore district (at Ruttai and Bolang) vere closed.” In 
1863 the Aurangs in the Balasore district were reduced, to 
EO. e The same year salt agencies here officially closed. on 
28 February, 1663 the salt agency of Balasore district vas 
ofltieially closed. 

The abolition of salt monopoly gave rise to three conso- 
quences. Firstly, salt became seerce for somo tima, In the words 
of Dr. S. N. Chovdhury:"In the districts of Balasore and Cuttack 


gan. 1847 = Mills, ATH, ib in Appendix to Plovden's 
Report on Salt (Bengal), p De 


98» omat ssi oner of Cuttack (R. H. Shore) to Secretary Board 


of Revenue, Bengol, II. R. May, 1863, 


bm 
bead 
Cat 


this scarcity had assumed serious proportions approaching to 

a State, very much like a salt omine n? Since salt vas not 

availabie, the people had to manufacture illicit salt. 
Secondly, the Halengis and other persons associated vith 

the manufacture of salt vere thrown out of employment. The 

fable below vould show the number of persons, working in 

varlcus capacities, who were thrown out of Jobs in the Balasore 


district as a result of the closing of salt agency. 


SABLE 
Shaiias 
(Work Supervisors 
employed) š.. 55177 
Malangis een 42,467 
Darogas ase 8 
Mohurirs ave 17 
Zilladars nee 58 
Pajks and Chaprasis ‘oon 347 
Total 16,068 


Thirdly, the abolition of salt agen resulted in the 
depopulation of such areas of Balasore district as Chanua, 
Sowetha and Satamalang. In these areas no cultivation vas 
possible because of frequent floods and deluge by sea. The 
people of these arcas wera entirely cependent on salt for 
their livelihood. 


9T cnowdhury , Economie History of Colonialism, p. 55. 


In 1865 salt production by the system of excise was 
Started, The excise system was based on three principles 
(1) Licences vere issuod to individuais for the nanufacture 
of salt, (2) Rewanas (or permission) were issued for the trans- 
portation of salt and (3) Illicit manufacture and smuggling of 
sait were to be prevented to protect the revenne of the Govèrn- 
ment. The exeise system did not vork well. The amount of salt 
produced under the neu system vas much below the amount of 
sait required for consunption in Orissae 

In 1882-883 the first consignnent of Liverpool salt came 
to Balasore.”® por some time the Liverpool salt as veil as the 
locally manufactured salt held the narketa In 1889 the nanu - 
facture of salt uncer the exciso system was abandoned. Then 
direct manufacture under the salt department of the Government 
was introduced, Under this system a salt factory vas opened at 
Ser tha in the Balasore district. Karkatcha (sun-evaporated) seit 
was produced at Sartha. The salt produced at Sartha could be 
much cheaper than thé Liverpool salt. While the Sartha salt 
could be purchased at the rate of six annas per maund, the 
Liverpool salt in the Balascre market could not be less than 
one rupee per naand.” But Sartha factory was closed in 1893 


on the picas of weakness of brine, adverse climate and excessive 


9873 Aue,; 1887 Dy. Coumisaioner, Salt And Abk. RV. N. Dun, 
To Secretary to Commissioner, Salb, Abk. & 3. REV. Bengel; J. 740. 


9926 den. 18955 20. 87 B- Sec. Ed. LPs Po Soc Govt. of 
Bengal, PineDeptt. BSA. 
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Balasore vas a seat of maritime enterprise. The foreign 
establishments liko those of Dutch, Danes, Portuguese, French 
and English grew up here because of the facilities available 
for marltine trade in Balasore town. 07 These establishnents 
grew up in the middie of the 17th century. Balasore part topred 
the trade centres In Orissa. Thomas Motte who travelled through 
Balasore district in 1766 enroute te Sambalpur wrote in his 
itinerary on Balasore trade. Ne described it thus: "Balasore is 
built along the river Boree Eollaun't (Burabalang) where the 
tide rises ccmconiy eight feet and serves to carry vessels Into 
the dry docks of which there are many here; but tho spring tides 
vise much higher. The stream is navigable only for vessels of 
100 tons burden; nor cen these get over the bar at the mouth 
uf the river except at the time of the spring tides". He gives 
an account of the gronth of factories cf English, French, Dutch, 
Portuguese buy as regards their trade and commerce he is silent 2 
From an account of one Ieckie who passed through Balasore on 
March 7, 7790 enroute to Nagpur accompanying George Forster 
sent by Lord Cornvuallis, we bet the following accounts: "Balesore 
was formerly a fleurishing port, but cheir Garn eee nt of the 


Sanges (properly geban} cloths is very much frilon off, both 


10 Je Journal of the Bihar Research Society, Vel. XXVI, 
parts 5-4, Mediaeval Orissa's Sea Ports,DBalasore, pn.i48=-74, 
proceedings of the Indian History Congress, 14 Session, Jainur, 
Shipping and maritime Activities of Orissa during the Muslin 
Rule, pp. 172-76. l 


1029 29 Eu cpean Travellers in the Nagpur Territcries, pede 
ga Anca! se cis Re ee al i Se el aa 
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cost of manufacture. With this the long history of galt manu- 
facture at Balasoro was closed and in spite of its long coast - 
line Balasore had to depend on the Liverpool salt as bell as 
Madras salt. The Table below would indicate the amount of the 
sale of locally manufactured salt in the Balasore district 
Eron 1888-84 to 1893-94: 


ZABLE 
Year y Amount of salt 
1 sold Gin mound) 


1888-84 eT 1,39, 106 
1084-85 see 1,18,566 
1885-86 or 1,08, 707 
1886-87 oer 43, 238 
1887628 has 29,355 
1888-89 eae 

1889-00 ae 620 
1890~94 ae 1,908 
1891-92 ie 826 
1992-95 ‘ies 18,859 
1895-94 ea 21700) 


The people of Balasore did net forget their Tong tradition 
of salt wannfaeture and rose in revolt against the British 
Goverament on the issue of salt, uhen Mahatma Gandhi started 


Civil Disobedience Movement in 1930. 


100 Report on the Salt Industry of Orissa, p. 12. 


in quality and quantity and the ruinenus state of the English 
and Dutch factories, with the insignificance of the Danish 
one, seem to show that the trade is net of that consequence 
whieh it fornerly jean Towards the end of 18th century, 
there was a fall in trade activity in Balasore. After the 
British take over of the Balasore District and province in 
1803, rice and gait were exported in abundance from Balasore, 
Chudeanani and Dhamara parts, 04 
According to the New Regulation of April 1810, a custom 
house at Balasore was opened. It vas called the Central Custom 
Huuss. Eight more custom choykeys vere opened in the district 


of Balasore besides Balasore custom House in 1810. Thus these 


weres 

Hane of Chowke tones from Bola: 
Bal l apa . 12 Coso ( 24 miles) 
Rajehat. es 12008 e ( 24 miles) 
Renuna ae 3 Cose ( 6 miles) 
Balarangarhl ee 3 Cose ( 6 miles) 
Bangreah ee # Cose ( 1 mize ) 
Falwar ae 5 Gose ( 1 mile ) 
Chudamani ee 12 Cose ( 24 miles) 
Dhanarah as 24 Cose (48 miles) aR 


1055 Early European Travellers, p.52. 
G.foyanbee, A Sketch of the History of Orissa 
(1803-1828), p.88. 
105821 are Custom House Records (ACI. No. 586), Collector 


of Govt. Customs to Secretary to Board of Customs. Salt and 
Opium, Au ust 15, 18296 
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These chewkeys fell in the range between Dhemarah and 
Subarnarekha river. Some were ports and some vere important 
centres of Commerce. The custom and transit duties in this 
range did not exceed Rs. 30, 000/ per annum and the entire value 
of the imports and exports that paid duty was 81800. RS. 2, 97, 2857 
Thus Balasore was then the foremost port in the province Naturally 
the maximum trade dealings vere carried out of Balasore in compa- 
rason te other trade centres. And hence the custom house was 
opened here. The Collector of Government customs remained in charge 
of, the custom huuse centrolied by the Board of Revenue in Bengal. 
Ghowkey Officers: 

The office bearcre in the Chowkey were one Derogah and 
one Iiuharir being helped by some peons. The other office bearers 
in the Sader Office were 'Sheristhadar't and an Dnglish writer. 

The pay of the Darogah varied from 12 rupees to 20 rupess per 
month and that of a Muharir from RS. 87 to Rse12/~ a month. 
Sheristadar and English Writer drew a salary of Rs.40/= a month, 
Peons got Rs.4/= as their salary. Peons assisted Muharirs. 

The cost of establishment of all chowkeys of Balasore 
was RS. 36873 annas per month during May, 1828.06 The super - 
vision of Chowkey effices was done by the Collector of custons 
at Balasore. Damediate action was taken in case of any nal- 
practices. In 1615 sche cultivators lodged a complaint against 
the 'Amlat and *Peons' of Beliapal for illegal collection., As a 


1068 las Oe Custom House Records (AGG, RO. 586). Collector 
of Government Cusbens to Civil Auditor, May 21,1828. 
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result of the complaint a 'Muharir' ef Sadar Office was deputed 
by the Collector of Government Customs at Balasore to ccnduct 
an enauiry into the matter. The malafide charge against the 

Amie and Peon was proved. In his report the Muherir held them 
responsible for such evil practices and montioned that they 
should be suspended for such acts. Further he informed the Board 


707 The Board not only passed the super 


of Revenue such matters. 
vision order but ls instructed the Collector to lodge criminal 
charges against such office bearers in the district Court ag 
provided by the Regulation 9 of 1810. 105 it shows sven in those 
days the lower Government Officers vere corrupt and at the sane 
time higher officers did not hesitate to take action to remove 
corruption from Government Officers. 

In 1820, some rules passed by the Government became 
applicable to the Collector of customs, in the functioning 
of public stores. The Colisctor of Balasore came under its 
purview. The names of the imported articles were to be ment loned 
In the Import Duty or free Sea Register ond preservcd in the 
Custom Houses In case of expert of commodities by the Government, 
the Government would follow the method of processing applicatlon 
as abided by Indian merehants. This would be through an appii- 


cation to the Collector of Customs. One had to mention the number, 


107 peceecdines of Board of Revenue (customs) No. 15 of 
November 16,1813, Collector of Government Customs to Secretary 
to Board of Revenue, October 27, 1813. 


10852 d., NO. 18 of November 16, 18313. Secretary to Board 
„„ to Collector of Government Customs, November 16, 
815. 


deseription, value of goods, quantity, deseription of packa es 
and particulars of perscos. Despatch and receipt were also 
mentioned. It was verified by an Officer assigned by the 
Collector of customs before shipment. A 'Free Export Register 109 
was Maintained in which export of gocds was mentioned. Military 
and Medical stores and Government articles were exempted fron 
imposition of duty on import, export or transit. 

The Collector of customs at Balasore applied the modified 
rule of 1821, according to which articles below the value of 
ten rupees were not checked. All commodities passed through 
Balasore customs house. According to the report of the Collector 
of Customs to the Board fall in trade was marked especially in 
eotton goods. 1 Cotton goods predueed in Cuttack were sent to 
Calcutta for sale via Balasore custom house. (ne of the reasons 
for this fail vas the difference of opinion betwcen the cloth 
Agents of Calcutta and merchants of Orissa. Andrey Stirling a 
British Orficer in Orissa wrote in his minute in 1825; "The 
nanufacture and trade of Orissa proper are very inconsiderabie 
and unimportant, A sufficiency of the coarser cloths is rade 
for the use of the inhsbitants in all parts of the district. 

The calicoss of Balasore, Soro, Bhadrek, Jonjipur and Heriharpur, 
uere ones much prized and sought after under the name of Sahnahs, 


but the demand for the finer fabrics of that description having 


— 


109% d of Revenue Records, Customs Deptt. Vol. UO. 25 f 


Secretary to Government of Bengal to Commissioner at Cuttack, 
July 7; 1820., Bo. 547. 


710 Blas ore Custom House Records (Vol. No. 22) Collector of 
Government Custons to Commissioner at Cuttack, July 20, 1824. 


1115 0. H. R., ACC. 10. 586, Yollector of Government Customs to 
Seeratary to Board of Customs, Salt and Opium, august 15,1823. 
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dong since greatly declined the quancity nou manufactured is 
very trifling, 11 In November 1827 the Collector of Governnent 
Customs at Balasore writess "the trade here is 96 trifling and 
the merchants and people in general so poor that few if eny 
articles of the first quclity are ever brought here for joe, 
During this period the small vessels were mainly carrying groin 
free of custom duty for export from the nort of Balasore, 
Chudamaui, Dhamarah. Henry Ricketts, the Collectcr of Government 
Customs at Balasore in his report to the Board in August 1829 
laid down the annual collections from export and import at 
different places from Balasore (May 1825 to April 1829) thus: 


Balasore Rs. 878-2 annas 
Dhamrah Bs. 431-7 annas 
Chu daran:. — Vs. 105-3 annas 


BAALapadl. on river 
Subarnaxelsha — 3. 322-8 annase 


As the revenne realised vas very less, the question of 
farming the system of the collection of customs! was suggested. 
Ricketts said this system would quickly pass the articles in 


114 Ricketts adopted some measures 


smell ports from Balasore, 
to check the farmers realising Little grain. Ricketts mentioned 
in his minute the Government Officers were also corrupt in 


these days. 


aad Stirling, An Account of Orissa Proper o » P. 271. 


1158.0. fl. R., ACC. 20. 574 Collector of Government Customs 
te Sceretary to Board of Custons, Sait and Opium, Nov.9, 1827. 


1148. g. H. R.,; AGC. No. 586, Collector of Government Custous 
to Commissioner of Cuttack, August 13, 1829 


feos 
ND 
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In November 1835 the suggestion for abolition of Balasore 
custom house came from the Commissioner Cuttack, Robert Hunter; 
to the Goverment. This abolition was recomended because the 
trade at Balasore was sot promising, the profit from custon 
house vas 5 to 6 thousand rupees and benee the duties could 
easily be collected at Caleutta customs house and not at Balasard 
custom house instead. The same case was referred ta the Comu~ 
Ssioner Cuttack, Henry Ricketts by the Collector of enstous of 
Balasore on February 1, 1836. He continues: "I think the onroyande 
caused by the Custom House to the inhabitants may ba reckoned 
at about 50 O00 u. 5 in 1836 when Henry Ricketts was the Commi- 
ssicner of Cutteck, raised a point that custom house which showed 
an annual profit of Rs.8,000/~ should not be abolished. 116 
Ricketts again rade the question of Balasore custom house an 
issue when the realisation of transit duties uss going to be 
stopped in the Bengal Presidency. These duties vere imposed on 
commodities when that entered the town area or the Chowkey area, 
Such duties vers not imposed on grain, ghee and Pire=wocd. Rest 
comaodities of internal trade were rcquired to pay duties. He 


stated that there was hin progress of trade at Balasore. 


15 
Proceedings of Board of Customs, Salt and C plum, 
Na. 79 of March 4,1656, Collector of Customs to Conmissicner, 
February Ty 1636» 


16 
; Ibid., Henry Ricketts to Secratary to Board of Custcus, 


Salt and lum, February 18, 1856. 
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A fagure of export and import duties in the Balasore 


Jusbom House is given below: 


Year Baport I Import 1 Total 
No a 
1832-33 RS. 5-0 Anna RS. 249-2 Annas Rs. 254-2 Annag 
1833-4 a Re.157=8 8 RS. 1578 u 
1834-35 = RS. 69-6 u Rg. 69-6 n 


Rs. SeOfnmnas RS. 476-0 Annas  R3.481-0 Annas 


When the trade scope at Dhamra, Chudaneni, Beliapal was 
so to say stopped, Balasore acted still as a check gate and 


Cf£ficers vere required te remain at these, places, 6 The 
Commissioner Rieketts was not in favour of making a port duty 


free ag that would rcsult in loss of revenues The Board acecpted 
his vieu», And if Balasore ports were declared free, commerce 
would not give revenue and unfair means would be adopted by 
rany to abuse the trade privileges. After, all cxanination of 

the issue it wes finally settica not to abolish Balasore custom 
heuse whieh would fune tien hereafter in a, small scale vith less 
establishment. Neturally a new modificd rule came in to force 
in April 1886. 1 gccordingly establishment cost of Balasore 


Custom House amounted to Rs. 1827 cnlye 


1175 B. 0. 8. O., Ho. 91 of March 31,1836, Statement of the 
Collector of Government Customs at Balasore, March 12, 1856. 


1187 d., No.90 of March 31,1836, Henry Ricketts to Secretary 
to Beard of Customs, Salt and Geium, March 12, 1856. 


119 Tb d., No.92 of Narch 31,1836, Board of Customs, Salt 
end Oplum to Government of Bengal, March 31,1836. 


The Sadar Office maintained one English Vriter, one 
tiuhorir and tuo Peons! of poyment of Rs.30/-, ES. 10/7 and 
RS. 8 respectively. Ricketts mentions that Muharir coula 
becems a Darogah and cculd be elevated te Deputy Magisiracy. 
The salary of a Darogeh he mentioned reached 8.757 to 
RS. 100% . Moreover, thera vere 'Chowkeys' of Balianal, Chudanani 
and Dhomarsh. The ofgice bearers in each chowkey were une 
Muharir and two peons at the monthly poyment of Rs.i0/= and 
“s,4/~ respectively. Further Assistant to the Collector of 
custous was appointed vith an emolument of Rs.80/~ per month, 120 
It was abolished in Hay, 1848 as per order of the Board. 121 
Establishment cost fall down to “s.93/= per month. This small 
trade centre ran even though the profit to the Government was 
negligible. Moreover, there was no source of income from che 
sida of transit dutles as it was abolished in 1836, A dete1ied 
figure of the receipts and disbursement from Mey 1836 to April 
1838 given below exhibits a real picture of Balasore Custom 
HOU SC e 


120 
B. C. H. R., ACC. No, 648, Collector of Government Custcms 
to Com nes Lene at Cuttack, September, 4, 1857. 


1 
a Ibid., 200. No. 715, Sceretary to Board of custons 


Salt and Oplum, to Collector of Guvernuent Customs ut 
Balasore, May 11; 1848. 


Particulars 1858-57 1837-58 
RZA A 

Duty realised 

on Imports 7682-13-11 15 784-13-4 

Duty realised on 

export 7115-5 8213-11-10 

Sale of confiscated 

goods — — 

Fines = 122=15-5 

Miscellaneous 605-6885 3565-15-85 
Tot ad 17440-4132 15885-5-0 

Disbursement and charges: 

Fixed establishneats 2, 036-1554 2, 184 -O- 

Continsent charges 48-15-1035 6814-9 

Total 2,085~-15=<4 289 252=-14=9 
Excess disbursement 645=11-35 367-99 122) 


In the span of years from 1851 to 1853 there was an 


inerease in the number of vesseis plying in the Balasore port 
from 56 601167. Below is given a Table showing the plying of 


vessels fron Balasore port during 1849-50: 


Year {To what porti No. of yer Io. of IO. of whose 


bound { ssels clea {arrivals arrivals not 
rsa out raporte & ed 
1849 Calcutta 282 167 115 
Madras & 6 2 
Masulipatan 2 — 2 
1850 Calcutta 357 204 153 
Madras 25 12 11 
Calicut 1 — 7 
Total 673 389 284 


1225. g. d. 8. Ong 10.36 of January 17, 1859, Collector of 
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Government Customs to Secretary to Board of Customs, Salt and 


Opium, December 10,1838. 


1 
1 
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In 1857, 44 vessles were destroyed due to a cyclone out 
of 185 vessels that set out for trade from Balasore port. 
Balasore Custon House got a leap in revenne collection when 
Bucyage uty! was collected in 1846 from vessles from the 
ports of Balasore district. Buoys were ordinarily seen near 
the mouth of the river to digect 'navigable ecurse! or reefa’, 
This duty was collected from i846. Below is given the charges 
of Buoyage duty. 

Vessels below 2000 maunds — RS. S/ Gach 


Vessels from 2000 mounds 
to 5000 maunds — RS. 10 gach 


Vagsels above 5000 maunds — Re.15/= each => 

Ricketts in his report on Balasore had stated that the 
Balasore custom house got a small income out of this duty. 
Commoditios Like Copper, thread, brass were being exported. He 
wrote "The Balasore custom house is established merely as a 
check to prevent goods being imported at that place in order 
to evade the payment of duty in caleutta. 184 He writes in his 
minute that the marine establishment of Balasore had a ‘Master 


Attendantt,. 


258.0. f. n. ACS. No. 780, Collector of Sea Customs to 
Henry Ricketts, Member cf Board of Revenue, Novembe# 25, 
1853, RO. 14. 


* 7248. f. G., Bengal, 1853, Ho. XXX, Honoré on the District 
.- Ealasara, Henry Ricketts, 1855. 


the later used to regulate vessels trading in the port, to look 
after the Buoys in the Balasore (Burabalangs) and Dheacra rivers, 
tc eollect the buoyage duties, to assist distressed vessels, to 
take charge of wrecked property, to ship treasure to convey 
annual supplies cf opium, stationary ete. to Poores, Cuttack 
and me Y Such Bucy ase duties were collected fron the 
skaller ports like Chudanani, Lochempur, Shhancah, Sartha and 
Subarnarekha. When the Government of India passed the Act aw 
1855 (Act 22 of 1855) and smali ports came under its purview, 
the Yorusissicner of Cuttack raised his objecticn to protect the 
ease of Dhanara including ths aforesaid sata We hate vas 
the ofiiciating Master Attendant of Golasore. Ke provided the 
detail information abcut the ports. 27 That is given below: 
Export and import vessies levied buoyage duties fron 


the several rivers of the district. 


Dar i Subarna-{ Sartha (Balascre< LochangChuda TH- Te 
Leah... rena tvesseis 


rek 1228882 
185 2 22 64 20 14 38 160 
1853 14 42 7 24 4 34 191 
1854 10 4 72 12 6 56 20 
1885 74 35 69 16 19 31 184 
1856 15 37 107 2¹ 39 8 227 


1255 f. G. „Bengal, 1853, NoeXXX, Report on the district 
ef Balasore, Henry Ricketts, 1853: 0 

1868. 0. f. k., ACC. R. 780, Junior Secretary to Govermient 
of Bengal to Oomiissioner of Cuttack, May 8,1857, Fo. 21177. 


127 ae, White to Tollector of Balasore, June 1; 1857, No.95. 
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Year 1 Total no. I Fort dues or Buoyage 
1852 160 154367 
1853 191 1,6677 
1854 202 1,850/~ 
1855 184 1.7017 
1856 227 270717 


The Master Attendant of Balasore port 1%. hate also 
maintained that 2 Peons guarded the ship wrecked property and 
alsco the arrival and departure of vesascgise He wanted these 
AlL ports of Balasore to be benefitted by realising the 
TETN In 1858 an act was passed by the Government of India 
(het II of 1858) for the levy of port dues in certain ports 
in the proviues of Cuttack. 2 These ports were strictly 
Balasore, Chudamani, Lachanpur, Channua, Sartha, Subsarnarelha 
and Dharra. From May 1, 1858 the collection of dues were 
"gt the rate of 6 annas for every one hundred maunds of burden 
in respect of every sca going vessel of the burden of 300 maunds 
and upwards which shall enter any of the said ports". The Act 
addedthat "the said several ports shail be regarded as consti~ 
tuting a single port. All sums received on account of port ducs 


at any of the said ports shall form a common fund which shail 


ees er cen AC. No.780, Uhite to tollector of Balasore, 


July 29, 1857, 10. 189. 


1290 8. Fagan, Acta of the legislative Council of India, 
yoi. III, pp- 547-48. * 


be called the 'Balasore Port fund! and shall be available for 
the payment of all charges incurred ou account of any of the 
said ports", 

Even though the trade in Balasore ports right fron 
Suvarnarekha to Dhenra declined yet the Balasore custom house 
worked as the provincial custom house and all the small ports 
of the district were under the purview of the Port Act. Salt, 
rice and waddy still continued the trade. Only after the 
abolition of salt monopoly this activity was discontinued and 
Balasore harbour was forlorn. 

2. E. T. L. 

The Ferries in Balasore District were regulated by the 
provisions of Regulation VI of 1819 as Public Ferries. The 
amount that was realised in four ghat of Balasore has been 


aeseribed below thus: 


RS. 2 Aga 2 pis 
A palkec and bearer 
Hawkery with Builock 8 2 8 
Horse 0 é 6 
Zach Passenger 0 0 6 


Taxes are also realised annually in the feollazing ghats 
of Balasore District. 


Rajgheat (Suvarnarekha rI vor) 7, 000-0-0 
POL Iwar (Phulwarghat in 

Buvabalang Fiver) A ET S) 
Byturnee (Baitarani river) «e 924-0 -0 


Salindee (In Bhadrak) oe 80-0~0 


e: 
Unlike Har at has who paid less importance for collection 


of revenue from liquor and pium, Tari 0 


2 Ganja, the company 
after its conquest of Balasore and Orissa in 1805 chose these 
articles to add to their revenue of the province. In the Moghul-~ 
bandi tract of Orissa 1.e., the sea belt from Subernarekha to 
Chilika proper, exeise was under the management of a Collector 
till 1828. From 1829 when Balasore became (already) a district, 
a Collector controlled ‘Abkari venue ( (exeise) in the district 
from these aforesaid 4 articies. 

Liguecr vas manufactured and seld., Free sale of opium ani 
Liquor vas visible in the district. Abundant supply of opium 
from Bihar to Balasore vas dene by merchants in Bihar. The 
merehants used to procure opium from cultivators in Bihar with 
less cost and smugeied it to Balasore vin a shorter route 
through Mayurbhanj and avoiding Government rules. In comparison 
to other coastal districts of Orissa, sale of opium in Balasore 
vas very high. The sale price was low because opium was supplied 
to Balasore opium depot in plenty. In spite of maximum consump 
tion of opium at Balasore the company administrcetion did not 


put importance on it as a souree of revenue strictly till 1814» 


180 oriented juice of paim tree. 
137% 


oynbee., A Sketch of the History of Orissa 
(is 1028, p66. 


In 1815 the Board of Revenue directed opening of retail shops 
in the province. Gradually, the Board of Revenue changed its 
vieu over the sale price. It gave direction for the sale of 
opium at Higher price keeping in view the maximum requirement 
of the opium eaters and their ease and comfort. In August 1815 
because of insufficient supply of opium no retail shops cculd 


152 The first quota of Governnent opium 


be opened at Balasore. 
did not reach until lugust, 1815. Ib was scold in Balasore fron 
Rs.if/= to Rs.14/~ of Balasore seer of 80 tokas. In 1816 the 
nunber of oplum shop was 13. 

We know earlier that there vere Danish, French and other 
European settlements at Balasore close to the Budhabalang river 
side. In 1817 one Pringling, the agent of Danish Government had 
opened some opium shops at their place of settlement popularly 
known in Balasore town as Dinanardinga. 33 They smug: led opium 
at cheaper rates. The lsecal people helped him to run the shops. 
Sọ in other vords their opening of opium shops in Belasore 
town hampered the sale of opium by British Government opium 
venders. The Collector informed this to the Board of Revenue. 
The Board of Revenue placed the matter before the Governor 


General in Council, š 


proceedings of Board of Revenus, No.22 of August 25, 1815, 
1 ease ef Cuttack to Secretary to Board of Revenue, August 
5, 1815. 


135p.5.R., No. 5 of March 14, 1817, Collector of Cuttack to 
Secretary to Board of Revenue, January 28,1817. 


In 1816, there were only 8 Peons appointed to check the 
illicit manufacture and sale and supply in the whole of province. 
Each vas getting Rs.3/~ per month. The Collector of the province 
desired to decrease the number for he was dis-satisfied vith 
their insincerity in their discherge of duties. He suggested 
the apnointment of a Jamadar on circuit with monthly salary 
of Rs.10/~ with fcur Peons to assist him. This method would 
also check the produetion of !Ganjat another addiction including 
former also, The Gevarnment accepted his proposal and directed 
him to appoint one Janadar and 4 e to carry cut the work. 
Because of those steps, revenue increased from 1814-15 onwards. 
In 1808-09, 1809-10 and 1810-11 the revenue from the Abkarl in 
the province was Sicca Rs.9,123, Sicca Rs.9,582/= and Sicca 
88.9, 644/18 
R. 15, 000%. 86 In 1824-28, 40 vas RS. 40 795/ and in 1827-28, 
it went up to RS. 42, 767. T Below we give an estimate of the 
datails on Abkari in the Balasore Distiict. 


HOS on Exc2se, No, 14 of September 17,1516, Secrot ar 
i of Revenue te Collector of Cuttack, September 17, 
876. 


158754. N. 351 of November 30,1818, Board of Revenue to 
Government No. 28 of September 15, 1811, Board of Revenue 
to Government. 

136 3p (Exeise), No.22 of August 25, 1815, Collector of 
Cuttack, to Secretary to Board of Revenue, August 15,1815. 
43 
TBC., No.22 of Moy 21, 1846, Commissicner of Cuttack 
to Secretary to Board of Customs. 


respectively. In 1814 the Abkar i revenue was 


Abkeri "No. of | 1 i No.of 1 Amount 
articles {shops { „eelised. shops realised 
1837-38 { F 20 T » PSs i 185030 ng 2 As 2 Ps 2 
Opium 2 13, 456~1493 1 12, 648-0-0 
Liquor 8 5565-5 6 595-0-5 
Ganja 4 841-146 4 771-132 
Tari 22 4663-12-10 22 47 [elf wd, 
Total 15,319=0-5 14, 486-411. 00? 


In 1839, the Board suggested opening of Sadar istie 
ileries in the province. The Collector of Balasore opposed 


159 ke remarked it as tneither ađâđvásabis nor 


such a moves 
likely to be profitable to Government', 

Gn April 28, 1846, A. J. H. Mills, the Commissicaer ande 
a new scheme for 'Excise management? in ©: Orissa. In his 
scheme he advised appointment cf two Excise Superintendents in 
tha province. Further he also proposed to divide each district 
into some divisions such as Cutteck in 5 divisions, Purl into 
3 divisions, Balasore into 4 divisions. He also wanted to open 
Sadar distilleries at Balasore. Henry Ricketts in his report 
mentions that Large number of people of Balasore were opium 


caters. 0 


158. B. 0. S. O., No. 45 of Cotober 11, 1838, Collector of 
Balasore to Commissioner, fugust 16, 1836. 


1tbid., No.4 of January 30, 1840, Commissioner of Cuttack 
F 5 to Board of Customs, Salt and Opium, January 8, 
8⁴ 


140 scieetion from Records of Government Bengel; 1858, No. MXX, 
Report on the district of Balasore, Henry Ricketts, 1858. 
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Civil Justice: 
ffter the British take over of the province, cn May 1804, 
Governor General made some rules for administration of Civil 
Justice in Orissa. The province of Cuttack including Balasore 
and its other dependencies, would ferm ! A Zilla’! and come under 
the Calcutta division of the provincial court of Appeal. The 
Zilla would be divided into northern and scuthern divisions. 
Balasore vas northern division. And one judge was meant for one 
division who would decide ceses relating to private rights and 
propertias. The Regulations of September 5 of 1805 stated that 
‘Orivye Language and character shouid be used in the administration 
of Givil Justice. Om October 23, 1828 the Governor General in 
Council divided Orissa into 3 districts. Balasore district uas 
called the northern district or division, Cuttack was called the 
Central division or district, Puri district vas called the 
suuthern division or district, In Balasore district, the Colicetor-~ 
cunMacistrate was entrusted with administration cf Civil 
Justice. 4 
Besides the judge, two Sadar Amins vere appointed at 
Balasore, The Munsiff at Dhamanagar and Balasore vero in charge 
of 3,442 parganas. The principal Sadar Amin, Amin and the 
Munsif? weze getting salary of RS. 500% -, Rs.300/= and Rs. 1107 
raspactlvelye 


141 nga¹ Judicial (Civil) Proceedings, Ho. 41 of Tecember 27, 
1831, Government to Commissioner at Cuttack, December 27,1851. 


We mention below a Table stating the place of Munsif 


Court and fees realised therefrom: 


heii ts ¢ Eees(in ruregg) 
Basta 1819 Rs.10/= 1820 Wil 
Balasore “doe RS. 86 17/ do- RS. 1917 
Sora o- 141 do- RS. 2117 
Bhadrak do- RS. 53/~ -doe Re. 25/7 


In 1827 we came ecross the appointment of a Registrar 


142 In this year there vere 36 original regular 


suits, 53 summary suits, 10 apps als. '4 


Judicial and police Administrations, 
In 1604, after the British occup-tion of Balasore and 


at Balasore. 


Orissa at large, came into force dificrent Laws of Bengal in 
Orissa. ne such vas the eriminal laws and rules of Bengal. 

There were 18 police statins in the province. Among then 

Basta, Balasore, Mutto, Soro, Bhadrak were in Balasore district. 
Bhadrak was the biggest thana having 1248 villages. In cach 

Thana there was one Darogah, one Muharir, one Jamadar and ten 
Barkandag usually getting a monthly salary of Rs.25/=-.Sieca 
Rs.i0/™, Sicea RS. / and Sicen RGS. % each per month respectively. 
But the Derogah of Balasore got Rse30/~.Arranzenant of Foliws 
security was bettar in town area. A Joint Magistrate remained 


in charge of Balasore, Basta and Soro thanas from 1815. 


1 808801 Jude al (Criminal) Procecdings, No. 18 of December 
„„ Commissioner at Cuttack to Government, September 7; 
8281. 


748 8＋ (cr. ) p, No.12 of December 17, 1827, Blunt to Government 
September 7, 1821. 


Salim Ali who vas 'Munshi' at Balasore since the British 
takeover of Balasore, attached to Captain Morgan, placed in 
high position in Salt Department was removed by Robert Rer (1817), 
the Colliector=cumMagistrote, Balasore, on charge of embeszlamcnt, 
snuggling of salt and selling an appointment being prosecuted in 
Civil Court. But nothing could be proved against him. Even then 
he was removed fron office by James King, the Salt Agent in 1807. 

He purchased lands in ais nephew's name, Bujlel Hussain. 
The later wag also a merchant who also fought the case. Salim 
Ali had Lands worth Sicca Rs. 26, 164% in his nephew's name. But 
the Law did not cxeuse him. He harto undergo imprisonment on 
charges of extortion. 

The whole province was divided into three divisions or 
districts in 1828 by the Governor General in Council. Balascre 
wastthe northern district where the Collector exercised the 
powers of Magistrate. He was also assigned the duty of Registrar 
to administer Civil Justice. Balasora district was further divided 
into 6 thanas. 

In 1641, It was decided by the Court cf Nizamat Adalat 
thet the Court should held sessions twice on a year in Balasore. 
The Sessi.ns Judge should go to Palasore to decide the case. 

The parties in the case and others should remain in Balasore 


instead of coming to Cuttack. 44 


aos „ No. 15 of January 11, 1842, Registrar of Nizamat 
Malak 88 "Government of Bengal, December 29, 1841. 
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In Balasore district (in 1853) there were three Ocurbs 
of Criminal Justice, the Courts of the Magistrate, the Joint 
Magistrate at Balasore and the Dephty Magistrate at Bhadrak, 48 

In Balasore the case of dacoity was less. In 1853 the 
case of burglary reached 108 and theft 217, The amount of 
entire property stolen in Balasore, Cuttack and Puri districts 
was Rs.21,559/~. S 

Eldar: 

Village Police in Moghulbandi was popularly cad lad 
Chcowkidar,. Iisgulation 20 of 1817 enuwmeratcs the duties of 
Chovkidaz. Darogahs who worked under the Magistrates maintained 
a register of village watchman. Their duty was tuc-f old 1.¢., 
revenue collection end guarding the village during alight. Village 
vetehmen were anpointed for groups of villeges. Tha headman of 
the village helped him in both these duties. Usually they belonged 
to Low caste such as 'Panas* and 'Xundaras'. Their rights to 
this office vere haveditary, 47 The police men who stayed within 
2 miles of Thana was to report to the police Narogah on the 
incident that happened within 34 hours, Those who stayed 2 to 6 
wiles sway from police station hed to report twice every weeke 
Persons involved in murder, robbery, burglary, violent affeira, 


house breakings and theft were captured. As regards the action 


7465p. 0. 172 of April 20, 1854, Extract from Roport 


cl Henry Ricketus, December 8 1853. 
1685p. 90. 146 of Nowember, 1854, Resolution on bhe Police 
keport of 1853, October 13, 1854. 


147g (or.) No.18 of December 17, 1821,Comaissioner at Cuttack 
to Governrent, September 7, 1821. 
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against the mis-decds of the watchman, the Parcgah referred 
the case to the Magistrate. If his invclvement was sericus he 
was dismissed, The Chovkidars collected a nominal tax from 
inhabitants of their areas. Total villave force. in the entire 
district of Balasore was 1,742. Regular police and Chowkidar 
aluays guarded Balasore toun. They got monthly salaries. The 
Chowkidars raised their monthly pays from their areas being 
helped by regular pa S Balasore town wos patrolled by 
Choukidar as well as puliccman.s 

Ag a result of the British occupation of Orissa in 1803, 
a Weli-ordered administration was introduced in Orissa as in 
the rest ef the country. Since 1628, Balasore beceme a separate 
district and the town cf Balasore became its headquarter. British 
administration was more orderly and systematic than the Maratha 
administration, Under the British rule, western ideas and insti- 
tutions were introduced.But the pecple of Balasore like the 
rest of Orissa had to suffer a lot under the British rule mainly 
because of two reascns. First, the Colonial rule ultimately proved 
ruinous to the economic life of the people. It was because of 
the British economic policy that the salt industry of Balasore 
uas irretrievably ruined. Secondly, being an outlying appendage 
vi Bengal Presidency, the people of Balasore like the rest of 
Orissa had to suffer from negligence and exploitation and den- 
nation by the Eengalees. The famine of 1866 thoroughly exposed 
the negligence of the British administration. 


Maav; Ao, 168 of Decemper 31,1857, Commissioner av Cuttack 
to Government of Bengal, September 8, 1857. 
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TINE OF 1866 T SORE 


In 1866 the coastol Orissa experienced a terrible famine. 
The famine took a heavy toll of lives in the district of Balasore, 
Cuttack and Puri. Since the famine occurred in the ninth renal 
year of Divyasinghadeva, the Gajapati of Puri, it is popularly 
known in Orissa as Na- anka famine (meaning the famine cf the 
ninth regnal year). Under the British rule, natural calamities 
had previously cecurred in Orissa in 1806, 1807, 1817, 1828, 
1834, 1636, 1839 ané 1845. Dut the famine of 1866 was unpre» 
eedented in Ats ‘magnitude. rt affected the poor as well as 
the rich, Balasore district was immensely affected by this 
famines | 

Scanty  fainfali, inadequate supply of rice, heavy 
exportation of rice in the previous year and the Lack of judge- 
ment in the gravity of situation by the administrative authority 
were responsible for the devastating famine of 1866. In the 


words of 3. E. Buck Land: "the Orissa famine was the most intense 


India had seen. [It stood almost alone in this that there vas 
(tLil a comparatively late period) almost no importation and 


| 
| 
| 
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the people shut up in a narrow province between pathless jungics 
and an impracticable sea, wherein the conditica of passengers 
in a ship vithout provisions. Money was spurned as worthless. u! 
Pree trade system vas prevalent during this period.” A report 
of the Collector of Balasore District, H. Muspratt who joined 
in the nonth of January, 18655 shows that native vessels fram 
Ganjam and Calcutta arrived at Balasore to collect rice, Rice 
agents started collecting old and new rice from the cultivators 
in the nook end corner of the district. Consequently no surplus 
rice was left in the district. 

During this period due to exorbitant rise in the price 
of rice habitual rice scllers emptied their stock for getting 
nore noney. "Agents vere spread through the length and breadth 
of the district purchasing rice and paddy from the cultivators. 
Uveryone was cager to sell his storesn. 4 Around a lakh maunds 
of pice was exported from Balasore in 1864-65 to Calcutta and 
Ganjam. The price of rice was favourable to the cultivators. 
They, therefore, parted with their stock blindly for money. 

Lin 3 

In duly and August 1865, there was heavy downpovr of 
about 13 inches in the district. Surprisingly enough there vas 
sesnty rain after the middie of August, 1865. The normal annual 


3 


10. f. Buckland, Bengal Under the Lieutenant Governors, 
VOI. I.; D. 558. 


28 g E., vol. II, p. 17. 


Stbides p. 190, He Muspratt, Magistrate, Balasore to 
Comuissioner, Cuttack, 2 April, 1866., O. S. A. 


tibia. , 


d 
i 
} 
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rainfall vas 60 inches of which 5.1 fall in May, 9 in June, 
12 in duly, 11.5 in August, 11.2 in September and 5.1 in 
October.” In India, end of September and October is usually 
the time for flowering of paddy. The average rainfall was 
about 5 inches from August onwards. Now there was the dcefi~ 
ciency of about 2/3rd of the average rainfall. fs a result of 
virtual cessation of rains since mid-August 1865, erops in 
the highlands completely failed and in the lowlsnds the crops 
could not be sustained for a successful yisld,” This premature 
reinfell certainly became the natural cause of the famine of 
1866. 

The erop production of 1663~64 was exceptionally abun- 
Gant. The Collector of Balasore, H. Muspratt estinated the 
yearts (1865) production as } of 18864. A ter August 1865, 
the ryots in utter poverty wanted to borrow rice instead of 
money fron the landiords. But the landlords refused to part 
with their stock as they apprehended a thin outturn of paddy. 
In 1865-66, the rice sellers of Balasore had exported 783, 890 
maunds of rice worth Rs.9,08,723/= and tha three previous years 
export amounted to Rs.2,53,694/—, Rs. 1280, 8267 and Rs.1,78,533/= 
respectively. During the period 1863-65, 152 lakh mounds of 
rice was exported to Madras Coast. And in the last ten years 


the export vas iar maunds of rice. Tho Zamindars appre~*. 


A 5 LNK. 
EE. VO „II; 8 


"ReGeFey vel 27, 5. 18, H. Musprott Bsq. Gcllector, Balasore 
1 Oivielating Comaissioner of the Cuttack Division, 20 Œt., 
8 * 155 
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bending the seareity of famine made a petition to the Government 
bo extend a period of one month (showing their inability) for 
paynient of their instalment (kisti) to tha Government? which 
amounted to RS. 1 70% 00/— for the two quarters of the last 

year to be paid on 8 November, 1865. 

Ravenshay's. Approach: 

Te Be Ravenshav the officlating Commissioner of the 
Cuttack Division’ estimated the crop of 1865 as thalf of the 
previous yearts production and the appeal of the landholders 
foruarded by Collector on October 86,1865 was not recommended 
favourobiy Y by ihe Commissioner and was,therefore, rejected 
by the Board of Revenue. The version of the Collector of Balasore 
was: "the rice crop of the district does not promise to reach 
to th of the crop lest year. The ryats ali forced to borrow 
rice and not money. The statement is but too true. ut! In has 
ensver Ravenshaw wrote to the Collector of Balasore: " I have 
no doubt there is more rice in your district than you imagine 
and further that the erops of the current year will suffice for 
the year supply vl Ravenshaw made the landholders responsible 
for thelr collusion with the denolers having malafide intention. 


He vas informed about the large stores in the hands of the dealers. 


geg Es Vol. II, pp. 18-19. Fron Baboo Pudolochan Munda and 
others to the Collector of Balasore, Soro Gated 25 Oet., 1865. 


TA d., vol. II, ps20, T. E. Ravenshew Esq. Officiating 
Commissioner of the Cuttack Division to the Secretary, Board 
of Revenue, Lover Provinces, 50 Oct., 1865. 


105. 0. v., vol. II, b. 19, 30 October 1865. 


110. f. Puckland, Bengal Under the Ieutenant G „ vel. I. 
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Ibldey P. 535. 
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Fakir Hohen Senapati, a contemporary writer of Balasore 
hes deseribed in his autobiography in the following manner hou 
Ravenshav wrongly assessed the gravity of fomine situation in 
1866: "In the month of September or October 1865, Government 
asked the Commissioner of Cuttack Division whether pc auti on- 
ary measure was necessary in view of the possibility of famine 
in rissa., The Commissioner consulted the Amalas of the Kutchery 
(Collectorate). The Sheristadar and Paeshker were of opinion 
thet paddy in sufficient quantity would be available from 
mugussil Mohajans (village Bankers) and Zanindars, The stocks 
of Zamindors of Gopalpur (30 kms from Balasore), Bhimpur (15 kus. 
from Belesore) and of the Mahajans (village money londers) of 
Chakuria, they declared could feed the entire population of 
Orissa for two months. 5 The Commissicuer Ravenshay was satis~ 
fied with their view end wrote to the higher authority that 
thers ves suffielent stock in the province. Fis view that there 
wes plenty of grein in the country was a miscaleulation indeed 
because latter on Ravenshaw expressed that supplies had been 
cornered and hoarded due ta combination of dealers. In fact, 
Ravenshaw cculd not foresee the magnitude of famine well ahead 
and realised his miscalculations when his myopic handling of 


the grave Lamine situation resulted in large scale casualty. 14 


PIERS AU SY Sand Ed. 1963, 9. 52, 


Woveeimohan Acharjva, Orissan Itihasa, v 18. 


The poor people were sandwitehed te tween the unbriddied lust 

of the Zamindars and the delaying process of the Government 

in Bengal. During that period Sir Cicil Beadon was Lt. Governor 
of Bengel, Blhar and Orissa. 

AS a resuit of unrestricted large export of rice in 
1864 and 1865 and its less storage by the Mahajans, rice 
Selling in Balasore market vas rarely visible and if at all 
found, then it was only in very meagre quantity. It so happened 
that after ugusr, 1865 when a drop of rain was a far ery and 
earth was drying day in and day out crop output in the entire 
district was a dismal failure and in the meantime people depleted 
their stock. 

It was surprising that when at this grave hcur, the pecple 
o£ Balasore were being pulled to a state ef peril, 69 (sixty nine) 
vessels 5 arrived in the port of Balasore for collection of rice 
taking only 12 days to sail to Balascre. But when hopes and 
chances of collection of rica appeared din, they returned hope- 
less frum Balasore to Arracan and other ports in Burmah for 
their purposc. Moreover, around 75 crafts came from Ganjam. S 
Ali returned becauss the price of rice was abnormaoliy high at 
Balasore and secondly, because of the moral of the people, the 
Pice-hoarders of Balasore refused to sell rice. Rather the 
Zamindars appealed to the Governsent for importing rice if 


ugather became favourable. During this period, the price of rice 


158. E., vol. IT, p. 20. 
16 TbId., p. 190. 


was one nnna per seer and also sometimes tuo annas a seer as 
revealed by the report of the Sub-Inspector of Soro. But the 
greedy exporters (Hadrassees) from South went to the extent of 
purchasing rice at ten seers per one rupees In normal conditions 
even one saci coarse rice for two pice was considered very costly. 
It so happened that the markets remained closed since the people 
could not afford to purchase rice at such exorbitant rate. 

When people vere starving and markets renained empty 
without rice, it was Captain Bondi? (elected President of Relief 
Committee) whose advice te the hoarders of rice became effective 
and fruitful to lessen the mounting height of distress. The 
rice hoarders released sufficient rice to the market for local 
consumption. The attempt was timely and deeisive to change the 
attitude of Zamindars and Mahajans who found such a time most 
opportune for them to amass fortune from whatever stock of rice 
they had. These rice hoarders unitedly used to open one shop 
and increased the price daily t111 it reached 3 annas a seer. 
This practice was discontinued only when Governrent help reached 
Balasore and rice dealers? monopoly could be ignored. But no 
positive step was taken by the Government either to check the 
staggering price of rice or to fix a reasonable rate. Those 
holders of rice who did not act according to the advice of Bond 


became victins to loot and arson. Bungerstiicken people began 


17 
NZZ Ez: Vol. II, 2.20. 
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fo attack rice honrders who refused to sell or lend them paddy 
or Tice. They warned one Netto Senapathy le of Butteswar (Bala- 
sore town) that 41 he did not sell rice, his house would be 
burnt. 

The price of rice in last part of 1864 was 10 to 14 annas 
a maund. Sometimes Pe. / fort( one) or F maunds and 150 seers 
paddy per 2. 1/—, according to Balasore weight also in the month 
af January, 1865 when the crops of 1865 has not been sown and 
Fe. 1-10 annas a mound in My, 1865 and then abruptiy rose from 
rupess 2-6 to 8-8 n maund. From a price chart we can knou that 
price of different qualities of ricee 

Sunkercheence rice Ist sort = 11 seers per vupee 


14 seers per rupee 


Asnoordes rice and sort 


Course rice oe 16 seers ner rupee’? 

A memorandum by a Deputy Collector gives the following descrip- 
tion of drought in Balasores "“Sctween Balasore and Tulugger 

the water has all dried up from the side of the road and in 
many places the ryots have turned their cattles on the "dhan" 
(Paddy) for pasture u. 20 Due to the want of timely rain which 
the paddy crop needed rop its maturity, there vas no rice 
inside the paddy covering. It was all dusk. During his tour 

in the district in the winter season the Collector observed 


thats "Little of the erop to the west of Balasore was worth 


185 Cele 2001. TI, 5.18. 


19754. VoleIIy p. 21. 


208. 0. P., Vol. II, p.21, Extrect from a memorandum dated 
5 Novenber 1865, received from Dy. Col lee tor, J.D. White. 
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cutting” and "the grain hovever when it came to be beaten out 
small percentage of what appeared in the car u. 21 The areas; 
adjacent to the Dhamra river cn the northeaast including part 
of Bhadrak Sub-division to the Debee river on the scuth-east 
presented a picture of total loss of erops. 2 

Rice was the staple focd of the people of Orissa and 
Delasore in particular and as main cron it crew in rainy season. 
It was either "Saru" or "auon" by name. This erop of vinter 
vice failed in 1865 because the moisture in the earth had dried 
Up gradually before it came to ear. The ryots then did not 
caltivate 'Ous' rice or Rubee i at Balasore. This crop vas 
generally reaped in the month of November, Atta vas not eaten 
in Balasore. No one ves inclined to purchase 4.28 According 
to an cstimate of the Collector cf Balasore the population of 
the district had reached 2, 00, O00 in 1865. The district vas 
thinly populated, The estimate describes that 50 Lakh maunds of 
rice would be enough to meet the need of the people for one 
gear, The normal outturn of the crop in a harvest was seventy 
to eighty lakh maunds, So twenty to thirty lakh maunds of rice 


could be easily exnorted. 25 


218. g Ea Vol. II, p. 428. 
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24 census Survey had been introduced by the Government 
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Zamindar and Ryots: 

In the district of Balasore there was an area of 656,000 
acres of cultivable Lands. There was not an area of spare 
land in the district before the fanine.”° Wine=tenth of the 
enltivable area was left for cultivation of paddy. The tenant 
aluays was in debt and hence denended on the Zamindar and almost 
all the land-holders were chief rice-lenders. They stored grain 
in 'golahts and the busbandman borrowed loan from them. Their 
golahs proved their richness and honour that they received fron 
the village and society at large. "The landlord or the village 
usurer suoops down on hin at harvest tine. 127 The Zamindars 
realised their principal vith compound interest from the tenant 
whom they used to lend lcan from the month of June. They ezer- 
cised influence boldly over the tenants, beeause of this 
obligation. The Oriya Zamindars were avaricious and timid but 
they were sympathetic more or less tovards the famine stricken 
people of Balasore unlike the Bengalee Zamindars. The Bengalee 
Zonindars were absentee Landlords in Balasore and managed such 
estates from distant Bengal by their agents stationed at Balasore 
for running the estates. Thus "the second class zamindars are 
ehlefly Bangelees who have purchased either privately or at 
Government sales the estates of old hereditary and defaulting 


proprietors, These men are in many instances non-residents and 


28 Was Hunter, History of Orissa, Vole II, 2.49. 
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Sither trade with the proeecds of the estates or remit the 
revenue derivable there from elsewhere. They are not as a 
rule addicted to storing groin except for trade and while 
exacting as much from the ryots are harder on them in the 
matter of payment of rents which are realised under the 
procedure of Leun. 88 
Honey loans which uere perfectly maintained in here - 
aitary accounts in other parts of India that caused ruin to 
fanilies were exceptions at Balasore. Low and niddle class 
people Lived from hand to mouth. The erratic nature of rain 
was the reason for the crop failure in 1865. Daily labourers 
were bound to depend on the payment in cash or kind they got 
ifom the employer who was elther a rich man or a zamindar. 
When the harvest failed, the situation vas totally nev to 
them that no one realised its probable results. On the whole 
the zanindars! role in 1865-66 was dubious and uneven. Of coumte 
in later stage sore zamindars came forvard for relief to the 
poor. S fhe Collector, Balasore reported on the paucity of 
funds in the hands of merchants. 
Fakir Mohan, the contemporary wricer, 1st teacher in 
Mission school Writes in bis autobiography that Governnent 
began to provide bags of 'Sagot from Calcutta and hoarded iù 


in godown. This was distributed auwong the famished people» 
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The Government had already known about the insincerity 
of the samindars during such a catastrophic situation and 
hence ordered that rice that was reaching Balasore from Burmah 
and Caleutta shonld be sold through a trustworthy end respon- 
sible committee to the poor pecple on the vork but not the 
ganindars or Maha ans. Basta, Balasore, Soro, Bhuddruck 
(Bhadrak) vere selected as depots where grain vas supplied to 
people on the spot. 50 The Zamindars living in inner viila.es 
in majority cases alsa became very cruel. On the other hand 
the wealthy Mahajans uhose sources of income included export 
of rice and salt could nog earn anything from this source 
due to the famine. Neither could they coliect rent nor could 
they pay revenues. Yet the Collector suggested to the Zaminders 
the amployment of vyots in ddgring tanks or in salt manufacturc 
on remuneration basis.” 
AE 


— 


In the wake of grave food crisis caused by drought a 
section of people who were always depending on salt for their 
Livelihood for years tozether in galt complex 1.6 either in 
salt offices or Aurangs (Sait manufacturing places) or salt 


505. 0. P., V0 II, p.254 Extract from Executive Tugineer 
Balasore Division to Superintending Engineer, Cuttack Division, 
19 May 1866, 


Sth d. P., Vodl. II, p. 189. From Moulavi Monammed Abdoolah, 
Hone Secretary, Balasore Famine Relief Committee to the 
Golleetor, Balasore dated 25 March, 1866. 


52 ibid., p. 189, 4 April fron Collector Muspratt to Bond, 
Elected President, Relief Committee. 


export places near the bed of the river Burabalang became the 
sheer victim of famine in 1866, because they had lost their 
jobs as a result of abolition of salt agencies in 1863.83 

The manufacturing places were Rupedi, Saratha, vhhanua, 
Dasmalange, Panchamallanga, Ankura, Churauan, Dhamra. 

40 theusand people lost their employment in Orissa 
(because of discontinuance of salt trade). Cicil Beadon 
wanted the Government to retire from the manufacture of salt 
and the supply of salt should be left to the ordinary course 
of trade because there was regular and steady demand. 

2 222 1 

Fakir Mohan Senapati wrote that the fortune of Orissa 
left for Liverpool. As because the Government manufacture 
salt became more expensive, Liverpeol Salt (England) arrived 
in Calcutta and flocded the marketa. It came to Balasore 
in canal and land. 

He writes that Salt department in Balasore which had 


two divisions such as Dewani? and 'Seresta' absorbed hundreds 


of employees mostly. S 
During this period there vere oaly saii-led ships. The 
tailors who were making big sails in cloth for ships (now) 


could not get any work because of the postponement of salt 


“Sreport on the Salt Industry of Orissa, P- 12. 
38, 
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Auteblograrhy of Fakir Johan Senapati, 2nd Edn., 1963, 
pp. 10-11. 
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adananda Choudhury, Economic fistory of Colonialism p. 56. 


trade. They could not support themselves any way in such 
hard times, One ean imagine hou many Sailors were busy day 
and night, sticking sails for ships as mentioned by Fakir 
Hokan. 

Ee writes 12 salls vere sometimes required in one 
ship. The names of the vessels vere Karaju, Savara, Tavara, 
Kalani, Javi, Dariya, Pela etc.,. Gorapa vas a big size vessel. 
Sails were of diffcrent length and breadth. These were either 
triapio, quadrangle Size» Sails vere made according to the sise 
of the vessel test they would capsize. Pakir Mohan writos: 

75 per gent of vessels used to carry salt and the rest other 
commodities.” Around 500/600 ships vere plying in (Balasore) 
Seas from November till March (from winter to summer depending 
upon the wind). Because of abolition of salt trade, not a 
single vessel was seen in seas.” Steamer was cot yot available 
then. The river bed which was once a crowdy place with markets 
and economic affluence Loosed desolate, Fakir Mohan writes that 
before the traders started their voyage they worshipped *godsa 
in temples! in large numbers spending sufficient money in 
prayers for protection of their life and property in high seas 
while in voyage. Such places were no more crowdy. The 'priests? 


vho used to get a lot of money in such period now became ponnylcss. 


5? sutobloeraphy of Fakir Mohan Senanati, 2nd Edn., 1963, 
pp. 10-11. 
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The huge nunber of carpenters who wore entirely depend“ 
ing on this trade for constructing and repairing ships vere 
now helpless. The contractors, native pilots, erevs also 
sufferred fron same agony. 15 sailers or khallasis used to 
work in one ships There is a place called Khallasi Mahalla 
behind Hotigan]. 

On 2 December 1865, Ravenshay suggested to the Board 
of Revenue to revive salt manufacture to give relief to the 
starving people. fe wanted to save people by reinstating them 
in their services. 

ter I ber, 1865s 

In order bo save their crops in the eleventh hour, 
the cultivators drained their tanks and all sources of water 
but those vater storages proved inadeguata. O The whole province 
was "uithout artificial irrigation". The Goverunent had not 
developed the irrigaticn system by utilising the rivers, tanks 
and other receptacles of drainage. Sometimes the pecple did not 
want to ase the river water for the sake of irrigation because 
of the superstitichs belief that river vater flowed from 
heaven.“ 

Scarcity began from “Dewalee Amobasya", 1865 4. . around 
October, 1865. In the month cf October-November 1865, °° the daily 
labourers and farmers being driven by acute vant, bagan selling 
their house=hold articles and after November and December situa- 
tion forced them to become mendicants. The attachment to family 


407 g Ea Vol. II, p. 192. 
Au. . Hunter, Orissa, p. 53. 


ARR, . F.: ol. II, pes 18. T. Ravenshaw the Commissioner to 
Cuttack, Balasore; S. H. Dash Unnabinsa Satabdir Ttihasn, p66. 


withered and thought of survival vas everybody's concern, Sliver 
and gold lost their value and could be sold withont being veighed. 
The cost of a bullock came dove to 25 te 40 seers of paddy and 
ea to 8 or 16 seers of paddy. 

Nobody spared paddy or rice at this grim hour. Poor people 
eked out their livelihood on jungle roots, tamarind leaves,” 
small bulbs which became thelr only and entire support. Fakir 
Hohen Senavati thus describes condition of famine-stricken people 
in his autobiography: "By the month of Falgun (February-liareh) 
1866 most cultivators and artisans in rural areas had scatterad 
out. They sven ate away grass and leaves. Some ten to tuenty 
people climbed on a tamarind tree like monkeys and consuacd 
the tender leaves. Almost all fad bony and skinny bedies, eyes 
sunk deep into the sockets. Many young giris and house-wives of 
respectable families with torn and knotted clothes around their 
Loins, roamed in the streets, pairs of skinny straps barely 
symbolising motherhood, were swinging on their chests. A bonny 
child vould be sen on its mother's lap suckling the skinny 
straps. It was dlificult to assess whether the child was alive 
or already dead. The mother was seen to have taken the child 


in the arms with all her strength. -” Attacked by disecses, people 


45 sy tobLography or Fakir Nohan Senopati, p. 35. 
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died in large numbers in streets and bathing pieces Moved 
by these pathetic scenes, Fakir Mohan who was then hardly 
25 years used to go to lonely places and prayed for rain to 
sovo the dying people. S 
AQUA. 

the wage of a daily labcur (man) vas 2 annas, woman 
7 pice and chiid 5 pice. Gradually the number of workers 
diminished. Pans and Eandaras (law castes) of Balasore uho 
de, ended entirely on employment (on remuneration) refused to 
leave Balasore to work in Calcutta or do canal excavation vork 
iQ irrigation company because they hated to be termed as 
eooltes.** Their common saying vas "let our sous die rather 
than become coolies", The Collector of Balasore at that time 
found that "the Orlyas would rather die than go even a fcw 
wiles from their homes to procure uorku. 48 The Labourers who 
sufferred most belonged to pergunnah Bhograi, Kummanda, Sahabander, 
Hudrachonr and Kutsahi (in north Balasore). whatever might be 
the efficacy, the Government did not faithfully and impartirily 
work out the schemes of employment. Even though vork was provided 
by Irrigation Company and P. V. D.; the number of pecple engaged 
in such employment were less in Balasore in comparison to Puri, 


Cuttack and Ganjam., "The daily average number of persons relieved 
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from June to November was 26,497 vize 4,552 erployed on light 
labour and 21,945 in receipt of gratuitous relief? 

Ravenshaw strongly urged the completion of road from 
Calcutta to Puri, From February 1866 onvards,starvation and 
dceolty increased, Exeessiva vant, hunger and denial and apathy 
to nect it by the Government level compelled the poor te commit 
crime. The Government became responsible for the deficiency of 
food sunniy to Balasore which increased the magnitude of femine, 
Racolty and Plunder: 

Famine resulted in the increase of dacoity eases. From 
first January to tuelvth April,1a66, 731 persons were involved 
in 53 dacolties. The value of property that was plundered was 
RS. 5 1212117 and of that amount Rs.1075-10+5 was graln. Maxinun 
number of dacolty cases occurred in Soro police jurisdiction? 
Next to it was Busta in North Balasore. People committed arson 
and dacoity unserupulously and frequently which they admiticd 
in Court. fAceording to a comparative report there vere 49 thefts 
eases and 6 burglaries in 1863, 86 thefts and 25 burglarics in 
1865 and 99 thefts and 32 burglaries in 1866.5 

ease _ and the 

Besides death and malnutrition, caused by shortage of 
cod the environuental condition in the Balesore district 
became unhygienic. About this, the offlelal report stated; 


"Balasore city contains no fewer than 11,000 tanks not one of 


— 
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which can be said to be in a wholesome state. Their banks are 
in the receptacle of every sort of filth fluid and solid", 52 
The recquent attack of Cholera was also alarming when huge 
numbers of pilgrims visited Puri, 

in the month of March, April,dune and September, 1866 
Cholera took a large toll of lives. Jackson and Hervis were 
working as C. D. H. O. and Assistant Surgeon in Balasore and 
Dhamra hospital respectively. Jackson, Civil Medical Officer 
at Balasore reported that Cholera and bovel complaint reached 
(rightful extent in jail, pilgrim hospital and Dharmasulla (the 
refuge of pilgrims) and majority of deaths were caused by 
diarrheco, cholera, malarial fever, dysentery, rheunatisn, 
fever and ulcers.” 

Mortality reached its extremity ia second week of 
August 1866 duc to abundant rainfall and eyelone.The rivers 
were in spote. Many people died in such areas as Korma, Scso, 
Senact, Byang,Dhamnagar, Ayass, Kateea, Delgram and Kanika.» 
Shorttt, the Assistant Collector estimated that out of 2,00,000 
persons in 800 square miles of tha subdivision, 50,000 persons 
perished due to disease and famine. Those who sufferred most 


were people of low castes such as Pans, Kondaras and Tentee 


521% We Hunter, Orissa, p.65. 
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tastes. Thus mortality in Balasore from June to October 
1866 is given thus: 

konta T Number of bodies 1 Death in 
owen LSCOVELEd by police § hospitat 


p ed 2 
June 973 998 
duly 1,403 573 
August 1,874 819 
September 1,503 644 
October 576 334 


From June to October 1866, 8,900 paupers died of whom 

6,152 died in streets of Balasore and 2, 768 in hospital. 
In Balesore town 10,000 paupers suffered from starvation and 
disease. "The total mortality was estimated at 25 17, 608", 5 

of which 31,424 deaths has been ascribed to diseases resulting 
from starvation. 29,559 persons emigrated. So in the town 

there was a total loss of 2,47,167 or one third (1/3) of the 
populetion. Everycay three hundred people died in Balasore and 
it became difficult to remove the corpses because the low caste 
peuple who used to carry dead bodies to burial grounds were 

not availiable iu luge wubers. The whole atmosphere became 
stingy. 4 (four) carts were engaged to carry the corpses to 
burial ground and it took around 3 days to remove all bodies. 
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un Sth aad 9th August 1866, 245 and 151 peuple dled 
resocetively. The villages and toun vore a dead sepuicharal 
air. By September, 1866, 10,00,00,000 perscns dled in Orissa. 6 
B.. „ Ultilally ives a true picture of the lamentaale 
secne of the peuple of Balasore in bhe famine cf 1086 in the 
fcliciing vordss "Uaseen lands rained houses and living skelecons 
wet the eye everywhere" ...... "Ihe mortelity in and about 
Balasore ton and the famine sights to be seen there tere cere 
herribie than at any other places in Bengal and Orissa. The 
mass of paupers asserbicd was larrer than it vas elsewhere. 
The tcun lay in tho way of many who leit their hores in hopes 
cf reaching Galeutta. Of these, many exhausted and disabled 
by hunger snd discase from golng further, remained to swell 
the numbers who were fed by the relief committee. Subjects 
wr the aeighbouring tributary Razas also floched iato share 
in the rel 10 f. 457 
He continuetctd . . "in the early mouths cholera, 
bovel complaints caused by bad insufficient food carried off 
hundred, the Least change of weather to cold or damp was 
imnodlotely fatcl. Meany who were caught by bad weather at a 
distance from the places of distribution had not strength to 
erawl pack to get their heel, and 80 dled uhere they lay, in 


out-houses or by the vayside. Even in fine weather, many were 
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found dead in the morning where they had lain doun to sleep 
at aight, others uhen they went to drink fell inte the vater 
thrcugh sheer debility and were drowned. g. Uaeoh, the 
Additicnal Judge in his statement to Famine Commissioner 
stated abont the pecple dying on the roadside vhich he sew 
on his vey to Balasore from Calcutta. Similar statements 
were given by Dr. Na Jakson, C. D. H. O., Balasore before the 
Famine Commissioner. 
Relief: 

Nelief vork was started by the Relief Committee on 
24 November 1866.59 Then price of rice was 24 seers per rupee. 
Special grants were sanctioned by the Government to help the 
discressed people to be 1 1 Foii Rich wen and land~holders 
cane forvard to donate. Relief centres vere opened at Dhanra, 
Basta, Mitrapur, Jeliasore, Bhadrak, Soro to serve the pecple 
(survival).°! The Rolief Committee members issued tickets to 
peonle considering their economie conditions. The number of 
Hungry people increased so much that to avoid overflow of 
hungry pecpie, crash tickets were issned.Abcut 3,000 to 9,000 
pecple were being fed daily by reilef centres. It gradually 
increased.” Muspratt, the Collector and Shertt, Assistant 


| 
SaLleector, Balasore earned unflinching admiration for their 
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social service te multitudes in relief camp. European 
residents and rich native or Balasore extended their help and 
service to the fomine stricken people. 

Nearly one-fcurth (4) of the people taking food in 
the relief camp at colasore £o Meighbouring Tvabutory States. 
People forgot their social status or caste status, before the 
behes, of hunger. The sight of the relief centres was heart~ 
render. lag. Food distribution vas beyond control. In the vords 
of UlMaliy: "the food distribution which Corsissioner witnessed 
in April vas a scene of utter confusion, thea starving croids 
were beyond nanagement, fell on the Commissioner, siatching 
from bis hands and packets the pice which he intended to 


distribute". The hungry people cculd not walt fer rice and 
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Relief Committee wes bound to sive them uncooked rice. 
Destitutes beggars gripped by acute hunger and diseage and 
physically handicapned gathered in large nunbers on the roads 
cf Balasore. Bhadrak and Balasore stations were packed up by 
those emoclated pecple.°# The Zamindars of Balasore contributed 
one thousand runees a month towards the support of the hungry 
people of Balasore. 

anenand ts Be to the F 2 eken rel: 

During this feine Shyamananda Dey, a Zaminder of 

Barabatl, Balasore did his best to give relief to the famine 
stricken peoples. Shyamananda Dey was "deeply affected at the 


ght of the su:ferings arcund him, he opened an Annachhatra 
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(Tree food distribution centre) at the town and distributed 
cooked rice and cloth to the famishing poor on a liberal 
scale. Ie inpurced a large auantiity of rice from Buroah and 
Arrocan and Gistributed.it as gratis cmong his relatives, 
neighbours and tenants that needed help. Besides, he granted 
rertissicns of rent to his tenants to the extent of nearly a 
lakh of rupecs u. 5 

"In 1866, he spent about RS. 500% in distributing 
pice and cloth to the pucr. He also spent large sums of money 
in the exeavaticn of tanks and the sinking of wells both in 
tern and linfussil,vherever the vant of good drinking water 
was felt. n&& 

T. 2. Ravenshaw wrote to Shyamananda Dey, conveying the 
Lieutenant Governor's appreciation of the latter is help te the 
fanine-strieken people in the fcllowing vords: "I am recuested 
by bis Honour the Lt. Governor of Bengal to convey to you the 
thanks and approbatica of Government for the active liberality 
and assistance rendered by you to ycur tenants during the past 
Season of fanine and distress. Govesnnent have learned vith 
Pleasure of approval of your munificent gifts of cloth, woney 


and food to the peuple of Balasore. 0°? 
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Shyewanaada Dey, distributed cloth, food and money 
anong the destatutes. Lord Northbrook, the Viceroy of India 
appreeizated Shyamananda Dey's gonerosaty end wrote a letter 
to Ham. 88 The letter recds as follous: “In recognition of 
your liberaisty during the Urissa famine of 1866 and of your 
Several acts of publie and private charity in the district of 
Balasore, I hereby confer upon you the title of "Raj Behadur u 
as & personal distinction. 8? 

Balasore had in all 22 fecding centres. Tha distance 
rom one Relief Camp to the other was 5 to 22 miles. Besides 
shops were opened at 7 places in Balasore touns O The famine 
Coumission of 1878 in its report estimated that 3,98, 047 naunds 
of rice had deen sent to Orissa’! by the end of Decenber, 1866 
and the totel amount of money spent in Crissa in this dire 
Laune vas around ES. 1, 48, O0, 00/7 The traders tried te 
briag grain from Calcutta sometings on bulilocks but rain in 


June 1866 becae a hurdle. 


60 H amananda Dey, a Tamali by caste has born in Balasore 
in 1817. the fore-fasher cano from Hooghty. He vas a member 
of Sducation and Red Cross Committee and Local Municipal 
Body, Balesore. Re died In 1888. Governmeat conferred Raj 
Bahadur titie on him in 1875. Balasore Raj Family, p. 293. 
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Missionary Activities: 

There were fev establishments of Christian missionaries 
in the Balasore town belonging to the free will Baptist fron 
Dover Rew Haunshires 3 Their main cap was in Balasore, where 
154 converts, some of whom vere nlaced in higher positions in 
Goveincnent. Some wore industrious nerehants and some were 
peasants. Their cutstation wes situeted neer Jellasore In 
north Balasore uhere arcund 85 native Christians were culti- 
vators. There was another centre at Mitrapur near Bolasore in 
Nilgiri Tributory State coasisting of 31 persona. There were 
two schools of orphan children who were rescued from the 
eluteh of the famine where 112 vonverts lived who vere looked 
after by some nuns. Rev. Father Sanart was heed of the Roman 
Catholic mission in Balasore. * The orphanages faced dire 
misery. The asylum at Jellasore was organised and mainteined 
by Rev. Phillips, with a strength of 30 to 40 giris. The famine 
of 1866 ond flood in the last quarter of the year ereated so 
much anomaly in the day to day routine cf their life that the 
missionary peounle made an appeal vhich is an extract of a 
letter at Balasore by Reve Ae Miller; "te have no seed to acu 
and no money to buy it and nothing co eas uhile we cultivate. 
Besides our houses are unthateched and the rains, at hand and 


we have no straw to thatch them". 9 
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Je 8. Sykes a merehant of Caleurta who happened to be 
a missionary friend of Miller at Cuttack opened a "Orissa 
Famine Fund", He collected 18,000 rupees and Rov. Nilier 
distributed this anocunt through their relief organisations. 
After tha deperture of famine, hundreds vere loitering on 
the roadside. The Hindu societ} did not give liberal treatment 
tovards them and treate@ them simply as beggars, but the 
benevolent and humanitarian Christian Missionaries embraced 
them liko their sons and tock care of them. Their own Hindu 


brethren becawe more enemical than the cruel nature. © 


Balasore ports 

fhe Balasore port proved very useful during the famine 
as transport-tion of food- stuff on land was Impossible due to 
lack of railvays and eaistence of unabridged rivers. The port 
that had developed since 17th century with Portuguese, Dutch, 
Danes; French, Lnglish Setticments became the only sclace of 
people for immort of rice from outside. Balasore vas st that 
ting considered as the chief port in Orissa. Even during the 
famine yaurs of 1865 and 1866, 6 vossuis loaded with rice 
imported frcm Calcutta and Burmah used bo east anchor at 
Balasore port. Balasore was haviug a batter anchorage. 
Cargo could be Landed there with better facility than at False 


i 
point or Pooreé. Hven where rice was selling at Rs.4/- a naund 


76 sutobiozraphy of akir Mohan, psS7s 
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of Juttack Division to secretary, Board of Revenue, Lover 
Provinces; 30.91; dated 9 June, 1866. 
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orders vere sent in the month of June 1666 tc book rice fron 
Rangoon through Brisborne & Company to carry the same in a 


78 Further when the relief centres 


ship to Balasore and Dhamra. 
vere uorking at Balasore, the Magistrate of Balasore ifuspratt 
dnicraed the Government that vice required for distressed 
pecpic here eculd easlly be sent to Balasore port where it 
would be unloaded by sloops of the ports’? Another port was 
Churanan on the Gummte river (Bhadrak Sub-Division) in Balasore 
which was the safest and centrical port. Vessels ecarzying 4,070 
meunds of goods conid come down here at high water and lie on 
the mud, when the tide fell. 

Things could be carried frem here to "Salt Road" (which 
runs from Balesore town tovards Basudevpur parellel to Notional 
Highway) in simllar crafts to be distributed at Bhedrak, Soro 
and other places, The river bas narrow and during high tide 
boats could pass. About 10 to 15,000 maunds might be sant to 
this port and dastributed over the district? The report of 
toc Raster Attendant. Zz. Bond dcseribes that the cratts 
carrying the burden of 4 to 6 thousand maunds used to come 
to Dnomta port in Balasore district and could easily enter the 
river and @ischarge cargoes onshore Sete During the month 
or Moy, 1866 when people were perishing ia famine, Ravenshaw 
telegrophed on 2& Hey; 1866: "Rice with utmost difficulty 


procurable in sufficient quantity st 44 Cuttack saer per rupec. 


— 


78 n. g. p., VOI. II, p. 878; on tble Sir Cecil Beadon, Lic. 
Governor Bengal toRe B. Shapman, Secy. te the Board cf Revenue. 


7915 dey p.246., Telegrom from Uagisirateocf Balasore to 
Je. Secretary; Government of Bengal, 17 May 1866. 


80ibid., pp- 299-300. 
81 Tb. p. 300. 


Sagars wera partially closed. Commissariat have refused 
assistance. One day's retions in store for troops who are 
reported discontented. Public and relief works stonped for 
want of food. I recommend imnediate importation of rice for 
use of tracps for jails and to feed labourers on relief works 
to supply food to starving through Relief Committee. Rice ean 
be landed et Balasore river, false point or mouth of Dhawra 
river for Cuttack, S2 Imaediately rice was sent from Calcutta 
te Palasore cn the orders of Sir C. Beadon. In June 1866, a 
rupee fetched 5 seers of coarse rice. Hence the favourable 
pesiticn and navigability of Balasore port could be easily 
imagine, But as Oel ly writes e cargo carrying 70,000 maunda 
of rice that care in August to Balasore Budhabalanga river had 
to stay 8 miles away from shore. No stesmer was available to 
bring such vice to toune Hence fhe vessel returned vith rice 
He writcs; "thus the supply cf rice vas unexpectedly snatched 
away AAuost from the mouth of the people when it vas most 
needed. 185 

The names of the vessels that reached Balasore were 
Tubal Cain, Nemesis, Jelebrity, Teesta, Conqueror, Areean, 
Royal, Trade, The Guide, Feroze, Gibb, Dolphin etc, The Balasore 
port proved to be very useful port for importing rice during 


the crucial period of famine of 1666. Balasore port, a seat of 


1 
ane 


880. f. Buckland, Pengel Under the . Governors, Vol.I, 
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Sport stecd forth for import only, thereby did a yechanis 
service to the perishing pitiable millions of Balasore in the 
pathetic hour of their life in 1866. Had not Balasore port 
been developed during the past yeers and navigability moin- 
tained then misery and mortality of Balasore people would have 
Lanentably increased by the stroko of femine beeausa the 
(delaying) construction of coastal canal in Grissa failed to 
serve as a neang of ecmaunication and moreover the unnetolled 
road frcn Calcutta to brissa passed through jun les infested 
by robbers. There was no railvay dink too. The sea route vas 
the only communication which made ap the communication gap. 

In 1868 the famine Commission apprised the Governuent about the 
navigability and usefulness of Chandbali, Laichanpur, Dhanras 
Balasore, Churamean Sartha ports eve. 

Role of press: 

As the bureaucracy in the Bengal Government aid not 
properly sympathise with the famine«stricken people in Orissa 
the condition of the people continued to remain wretched. In 
such a moment of the people of Orissa, the press did not rouain 
a silent spectator, it tried to bring to limelight the igno- 
miny of the system of Government functicning in Bengal which 
needed explanation. 

In spite of the report of the Collector of Belasore 
that the out-turn of the crop of 18655 th of the previous 


year, as described above. Ravenshav, the Commissioner, Cuviack 


840. E. Buckland, Bancal Under the Lt. Governors, 
Vol. I, D834. 
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Tivision shoved signs of relaxation in the incerfcrence of 
trade, Landing at the decision that the Mahejans had plenty 

cf rice which fairly could meet the requirement of different 
districts of Orissa for some months. e did not take “tusprott, 
Colicetor of Balasore into confidence uhose field survey tended 
tS be more cuthentie than anybodyelse. He could have verified 
the Collector's views. Similar view vas beid by Ravenshaw while 
intinatiog the Bengal Governnent. But when the Labourers repre- 
ttcd to accept wages for rice, Ravenshaw was forced to inform 
the Beard of Revenue to send rice immediately for Balasore, Ou 
ord November, 1865 Messrs Lisborne & Co. of Calcutta made corros- 
pondenes with Board of Revenue for importing rlee to Crissa to 
meet the scare ty of food caused by fominc. But no notice vas 
taken. The Board recommended policy for private liberality 
through local relief committees instead. Ravenshaw was absent 

in ecastal district from 2nd December to 31 January, 1866, 88 as 
he vas on his visit to Tributory Mahalge Sir Ceeil Beadon, the 
Lt. Governor of Bengal, Bibar and Orissa accompanied by Gel. 
Seckburn, momber Board of Revenue visited Orissa on 15 February. 
A durbor vas held in his honour attended by 20 Rajhas (tventy) 
of Mahals, 80 (eighty) Gamindars and covenanted and uncovenated 
OLzicers of the districts. Leadcn never visited areas of scarcity 


nor the Semmissiomer or his officers apprised him uf the gravity 


65 
G. Bucklend; Bengal Under the Lid. Governors, 
VOI. T, 5.875. 


‘of the situation, Beadon informed the Viceroy after his return 
on the 19 Tebruery to Calcutta that rice import was "not 
necessary or expedient". 

In this helpless situation when the lack of aduinistra- 
tive guidance of the famine in Orissa made natters worse, the 
press highlighted the misery of the people, the neglect of the 
Goverment in Bengal and published faithfully the true lamen- 
table picture of the fanine period and reflectcd more foree- 
Fully the natter on the Government and avakened the public. 

It was heard even in so distant a place by the home Government 
in Britain. To the above statement of Beadon, "Indu Patriot" 
reacted sharply. It continued thus "When the hel,ht of starva- 
tion was visible at Balasore that the attention of the European 
press and publie was fully aroused" .°° Utkal Dipika, an Oriya 
publication from Cuttack highlighted the famine situstion and 
commented on the delaying policy of the officialdom. In fact, 
it becane a mirror of the then Orissa. On 12th March the 
Government of India made enquiry about the distress in Orissa. 
Ravenshaw visited Balasore on 20 April. 

n 24 April, "Englishman" another paper, published 
nonthly subscription amounting to BS. 1, 2557 in tote contri-~ 
buted by Mr. Muspratt (Collector Balasore), A . Bond, Baboo 
Shy anananda bey, 8 uddun Mohun Dass (Barabatti), Neerkul 


ileebe Jogiat, poda Lochan Mondul, Ram Mohan Das with an appeal 


Be cas Buckland, Een al Under tk 2 Dez, Vol. T, p. 542. 
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to contribute to the Balasore Relief Committee. It not only 
boosted the morale of the people but drew the attention of 
any generous people and cheritable institutions to extend 
their heip ond sympathise vith the cause of sufferers. On 
28 April, R. B. Chapman, Secretary to the Board of Revenue 
urote to the Editor: "Englishman" for some months past the 
aged and feeble have been dropping off for want of good. 
On tvo other occasions in May, "Dnglishman" wrote "The starving 
poor or Urissf) sad "The people ere dying in Orissa while rice 
is superabundant in Arakan". The news items on Orissa fanine 
worked like a miracle in this grave hour when the whole Govern- 
ment machinery seemed to be asleep. Many news letters on Orissa 
used to come ont in the press anonymously. It can be aptly termed 
as a mamnade famines. 
Absence, of Yellow Journalism: 

If Balasore Port became a silent physical support to 
lift the food Lor life, then press hare in Orissa and India 
in the dark hour observed its creed as a vehicle of communi- 
cation to carry solemnly the message of "yell for food" of 
masses of dried up stumachs and pehed lips to the house of 
connogs in England. It was only the press in Oriya and English 
langua,e that took up famine as an issue and inyluenced the 
people, Government machinery in India and authority in Engiand 
in a very short time. As a result, sufreptitious move of the 
Government was exposed and steps uere taken for amelioration 


of the sorrcuful plight of the masses. It is difficult to 


— — 


890. f. Buckland, EEA Under the Tt. Goveruor, 
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imagine the fate of Orissa and Balasore in particular had 

there not been such "Sree Press" in India during British 

rule. The Issue became a mction on the floor of the house 

of comions in England that was table on and August 1867 

with relerence to the rcporo of the Famine Commission and the 
Secretary or State's despatch of 25 July on the Famine of 
Orissa. Ths Secretasy of State, Sir Strafford Northcote 

frankly admitted "This catastrophes zust always chain a nonu- 
meat of our failure". S The Secretasy of State in his despatches 
categorically wanted separation of Orissa from Bengal presidency 
for he understood that Lack of attention by the administrative 
authorities caused such devastation. | In England he eculd 
foresee the future danger to Orissa if it still remained 
included in Bengal Fresidenecy. 

Tho thirty years settlement thet began in 1837 expired 
la 1887. Vhen the entire province suffered from fanine the 
settlement vork egased to operate. In 1868 on aceocunt of the 
revision of the boundary, 150 estates were trensferred to 
Balasore district. This porticn vas governed by permanent 
settloueat Regulation uf 1795.  Henee it vas prolonged up to 
1897 for another span cf 30 years. The result of famine vas 
very significant in many respects., The sstatcs inercased in 


numker as well as the landlords. 


900. B. Buckland, Bengal Undex the Lt. Governora, VOI. I, p. 386. 
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Arena: 

The famiae of 16€6 proved an eye- Opener for the Brivish 
authorities. They realised that urissa had been neglected. 
Sone beneficent measures were adopted in the post famine 
years. Famine changed the fate of Balzssore and Grissa. 
Improvencnt of canal system, removal, of communication gap; 
irrigetlonal facilities, grovth of education, widenning of 
cutiook, cooperation becane immediate concerns of the adm nd. - 
tration. If such steps to ameiiorste the conditions in diffe- 
rent fields ware not taken up, the administration would earn 
ascradtunich might ultimately weaken the administration. © 
This vas zelt by the highest British administrotive cuthority 
in England. This vas nope added by 1857 sepoy mutiny, a previous 
werning in the decade. Governcent took some measures bo 
renedy the evil. It paid attention to open up cducational 
institution in Balasore and Orissa at Lerge to make people nore 
8908849 about their reculrerents. Orissa evast canal could 
Not help the faring stricken-people of Oriasa because of its 
alay in construction. It vas taken up Laver ia 1880 even 
though it functioned in 1885. Vater Forte through | Dhemra river 
was made acecssible. Roads were constructed. rt vas expressed 
by the Commission that maximun money was spent ‘toivelieve the 
suitcring of people but mortality could not be checked. Govern~ 
nent felt that had earlier steps to improve the condition of 
Orissa ee Hinde up then more money would not have been 


spent nor it would have made so enormous the number of mortelity. 
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CHAPTER L 


The second half of the nineteenth century saw a 
remarkable grouth of socio-political consciousness all over 
India because of the spread of education, press and communi- 
cation. Gut of that consciousness, the nationalist movement 
took shape and the ecuntry marched on the path towards seif- 
government. In Orissa this socio-political consciousness had 
two directions; on the one hand this consciousness nanifested 
itself as a part of the Larger national identity and on the 
other hand it assumed the shape of a movement for the merger 
wf all l tracts sc that oriyas could not feel 
neglected dn 5 oun soil and freely develop their social, 
cultural and political identity. In the post famine pericd 


and onvards Balasore district lsignificantly contributed to 
the growth of goclo=political ‘consciousness in the two dirseticns 


mentioned above. 


rovth 2 id 2 

Introduction and growth (f a new educational systen 
under the aegis of British tovernment ployed a pivotal role 
in the grouth of socio-political avakening in the Balasore 
district as elsewhere., Though initially sccial conservaticn 
posed obstacics to the spread of the new educstion, yet vith 
the passage of tine the people of Belasore showed greater 
keeness than the people in the rest of Orissa in receiving this 
neu education and played a leading part in the novement for 
Oriya identity as well as national identity. The movenent to 
protect the Oriya language from exkinetion and promote its 
developmcnt and the movement to obtain a new political and 
administrative status for the Orlyas wore the products of the 
spread of the new education. 

Initially che people looked upon the Government Schools 
as infidel institutions. At Bhadrak, "the people not only take 
no daterest but many of them entertain most absurd notions of 
the intentions of Government believing that the children if 
allowed to attend schcol will eventually be taken away fran 
their parents and sent ta England. "i For a long time cducation 
of girls could not make any satisfactory progress beeause of 
sc al conservatism. Publie schools could not be Tredusnted by 


girls of the respectable classes. 


14.9.1118 to Sudder Board of Revenue 13 April, 1846, 
Report on the Yernaculer Education for 1845, Vol. 
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A. Indigenous Edueational atem: 

Before the British Gcvernrient took steps to establish 
primary schools in the villages, there vere indigenous schools 
called Pathsalas Chahaiis or Chatsalis. Such schools vere run 
by a class of teachers who vere called Abadhanasy Guru or 
Guruji.” 

Fakir Mohan Senapati has deseribed about this type of 
schools elaborately in his autobiogr:phy. As he points out, 
in morning hours the pupils used to write and in the afternoon 
they used to read lessons written on palm leaf. In village 
Pathsalas the course of instruction was reading print and 
manuscript writing from dictation, arithmatic, samindari ond 
bazgar accounts. 3 iso moral teaching vas imparted to the 
pupils. 

He Urites that being a pupil, he had te take care of the 
Abadbana or the teacher for whose meintenance he usag to go 
aronnd village to collect cash or kind aah the Abadhan received 
as salary. Sometimes pupils had to sing songs from door to door 
in villages and collect the same? 

Village Schools used to funetion in wide places of 
temples, on big and high verandah of rich man's house or 


under big trees. 


2 satubLozraphy of Fakir Mohan Senapati, p.88. 
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The node of teaching vas very stern in those days. 
Beating by thin branches of the tress, cane too was the normal. 
practice. Sonetimes, the pupils vere asked to kneel deun on 
small pebbles or on the dine of ants. Half leg standing was 
one of the punishments.” They were also asked to stand as a 
tchair', Ringing cars was as if no cruelty. These are cven 
though vanishing today because of advancement of education, 
yet such tyne of punishments to children are not uncomson today 
at the end of 20th century in villages and town. The guardians 
in those days gave their sanction to teachers for exercise of 
such punishment. 

This cruelty was so severe that pupils to save themselves 
from the wrath of teacher abstained frcm attending pathasalas. 
It is certainly one of the demerits of primary cducation. 
Sonetines guardians measured their childrents study on the basis 
of cans stripes on their back. It was also the traditicn that 
the first pupil who was beaten on palm slowly and beating by 
number increased according to the serlality of pupil's daily 
attendance in class. This created a fear complex in the children 
for vbich they became more punctual.” 

Le writes that in his school days, in the fifties of 19th 
century there ‘are no printed becks except the Bible in oriya.! 


there was a schocl run by a Christian Father, But the ecmucn 


eee ot Tekir ian Sansa Dele 
ibia. 


"the first Oriya Book and the Oriya vorsion of the Dible, 
New Testament Utkal Dipika, P. 14, 3rd Novenber 1866. 
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Zesling vas that one would lose caste if one underwent such 
type of education in that sehool run by Christians.© Naturally 
Hinda pupils abhored it and did not join it for fear of losing 
their caste. From 1827 onvards the missionaries started secho ls 
at Bal:sore. Even ber cre that 'Pike! feamidy seemed to have 
stcrted a school in Balasore in 1818-18. The schools run by 
missionaries were 25 te 30 in number. In 1840 the missionaries 
opened schools in Jalesuar for Echeduled Tribes» 26 students 


vere boarders, 10 


B. Ericary schools 

Efforts were made after 1866 to Improve village pothcalas 
by bringing them undor a prescribed standard and maintenance tou. 
The teaching in such village schools (private) was as satisfactury 
that attempts vere made in the Govorment level to convert then 
to primory schcols. 

Sir George Campbell, the Licutenant Governor made a sincere 
effort in 1872 to, improve primary educ.tion in the ccuntry which 
became his grcat objuct for which he wanted to render necessary 
financial assistance 4. e. f “roading, writing and arithnatic 
in the roal indigenous languages and character cf such provinces, 11 
fe wanted to provide granteineaid to men of the purely indig,encus 


school master class, who imparted education at the frundation 
| 


Snolasore Zilla Sehool Souvenir, 1853, peSII. 
? autoblor raphy’ of Faki r hn. Senna 
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ievel., This grant vas RS. / per cach village school. The new 
System of grant~in-aid schools received quarterly grants. 

in 1872, there were 4,471 children in 213 Pathasalas of 
Bai soro and puri. 2 In 1872-75, there vere only 5,474 children 
who continued instruction in 172 primary institutions. The 
grouth of primary education proved to be remarkable in the next 
decade, 8 Ve know from the Cambad Bahika (the Oriya paper) of 
184-78 that chare were 1,541 primary schools in Balasore in 
comparison to £58 in puri and 270 in Cuttack. The number of 
school was 2, 111 in 1883-84 and the number of pupils 32,915. 

In 1906 there were 1,571 primcry sehcols in the district 
having 31,542 students. Of these 30,583 were Hindus, 629 here 
Muhammedans, 42 were native Christians and 288 vere Scheduled 
fibres (Santal, Bhayans, Kolhas). As many as 8 schovuls were 
opened Lor thon. $ During this period the cost of educating 
pupil was RS. 3-1 -O per annum and State bore no share. Primary 
school preu up because of the patronage of the Local people. 18 
Impressed with the satisfactory progress of primary education 
in the Balasore district, the Comiissioner Ravenshaw observed: 
"Balasure district has made the best and most solid progress, a 
more or less definite standard of primary eduection has boen 


insisted on." In furtherance of the scope of prinary education, 


general Report on Public Instruction in Bengal, Dade 
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he indicated inauguration of elementary Oriya books for prainary 
schools which were preparcd at his orders. Thus he wrote: 1 
propose prohibiting aid to any primary school that will not 
adept the prescribed elementary book". 

kthen Campbell thought of extension of education to masses 
an prinary level, the method of teaching imparted by tha teachers 
exhibited still harmful in human temperament without any change 
as nakated earlier, The teachers thought it proper that by losing 
temper exhibiting in different actions they would be able to bring 
children under their control and the children would have access 
to their teaching. This method of teaching rather created indiffer- ' 
ence of the students to scholastic instructions and car among 
the children led them to tell lies as fear breeds Liles. It 
dcstroyed the inner potentialities of a child. Sometimes the 
child became vevengeful end some abstained from education. is 
elite here the remark on the teaching method of the Deputy Inspector 
of Schools, Balasore in 1872 thus: "The method of imparting ins~ 
truction by the teacher instead of developing the mental qualities 
of the children, inveriably spoils, where it cannot destroy these 
qualities. The relation of an Abadkan to his pupils instcad of 
being that ‘of a father to a child is made ‘to be that of a task 


master to a slave, the endeavour of the one being as much to 


sc curgs as is that of the other to deceive and avoid. when a 
poor boy has not been able to understand something (becense it 
is difficult) or has been able to commit a Sanskrit "slok" to 


memory; Hoe unto him; he is lashed nercilcssly.i The influence 
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of an indigenous teacher is very vitlating and it should be 
our endeavcur to reclam these professicnal enemies of the 
ecuntry™, le 
J. [iddie Vernacular Schools: 

In Balasore vernacular school students were taught Prier, 
Aesops, Fables, Gromer, Arithmatie, element of geography and 
vornacuior reader containing historicol sketches of Crissa. 

Both Oriya and Bengalée were taught. 

In 1856-57; there were 2 vernacular schools in Balasore 
district with a strength of 99 Mitts. tus aided vernacular 
schocie vere at Mubarakpore and Sunhat. The roll strength of 
students in the district in 1870-71 had increased to 1,252 in 
28 schools. This improvement was spectacular conpared to the 
State of affairs in 1856. It went on gradually vith a remarkable 
develonnuernt. 

In this context, the efforts of T. B. Ravenshaw to open 
and establish vernacular schools in villages of Orissa is most 
admirable. 

The third category of secondary schools was the Had le 
vernacular school that taught up to middle scholarship. Those 
were 10 in 1872-78. A middle vernacular school was there in 
Remuna in 1864. ° 


1Spubiae Instruction Report 1871-72, p.377 (General Report 
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Raja Baikuntha Nath Dey of Barabati also founded one 
such school at Anantapur (Soro) in 1890.0 There was also a 
middle vernacular school at Santinore near Jaleswar receiving 
848 from Government. In such type of schools *Vernaculer (Oriya) 
was the only recognised c curse of studies. 
D. Ered: Schools: 

(1) Pakir Mohan writes that there was an English School at 
Balasore in the first port of i9th century lase around 1834. 
There vers only 5 students in the schocl which inciuded Siba 
Prasad Choudhury (his father-in-law), Ganga Prasad Chcudhury, 
Bichitrananda Das, Atal Bihari Paul and a Bengali boy. He writes 
that their family was the first te join English school education, 
female education, zanana education in Balasore.” t This school 
failed to impart ‘education for a long time and was closed. 

He addes that there vas one Persian Honorary School at Balasore 
where teachers 9888 to teach how to write a letter and an acpli- 
cation to. hat was the standarde”? 

fhe middie english schools had curriculum up to middie 
scholarship examination (selected irom 5th elass). The English 
was taught os one af tha subjects in cuurse of studies. There 
wera 2 such schools in the district in 1872875. In 1684-85, there 
vere only Tu, such schools in the district. In 1887 Victoria 


2 Brief History of the Balasore Rej Vamily, p.18. 
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Jubliee TE. School was founded in Barabati near the present 
road crossing (coal depot) that leads to K. R. 8. Women's 
College.” The number of such schools inercased to 11 in the 
year 1905-06. Of these, 11 schools, 3 were situated in the 
town area and were sided by educeticn Department, 7 were aided 
by District Board and one was unaided. 
(11) High English Schools: 

he number of High English Schools was one in 1878 but 
it reached 3 in” 1888-84 and 4 in 1905-06. These four schools 
teaching up to Entronce Standard vere running smoothiy in the 
district of Balasore with full deficit or grant-ineaid systen 
of payment. These were Balasore Zilla Scheol, Baptist Mission 
Nigh School (1803); third at Bhadrak and the fourth at Laxmannath 
village in the north of the district near Jaissber. 25 

The Balasore Zilla Scheal was maiateined by Governuent 
and the others were running under grantineaid rules. Students 
goverally belonged to the fomily of Bengalee immigrants, Govern= 
ment servants and professional man in the districte The annual 
cost of schooling per student was Rs.32=6-0 and the cost of 
public funds amounted to Rs. 6-5-0. . 

Yernacular was Oriya for Oriyas and Bengalee for Bengalee 
pupils. In Junior Classes previously English was the only mediun 


of instruction and Oraya teaching was negligible. 0 


— SEL asore Raji LA p 10. 
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The total numbei of students who went to appear Entrance 
Examination of 1906 was 20. Out of these 20, six students became 
successful." 

Balasore people vere anxious to teach their children 
English. This wes a long pending issue since 1833. It was 
declered in October, 1855 to open school at Balasore and puri S 
(444) Bolasore gilia Sehool: 

Balasore Zilla school vas established in the present 
premises of Fakir Mohan College with a simnltanecousk® opening 
of cilia schools es at Puri and acovlar ab Cuttack. It was 
established on the ist November, 1855. In 1873, it really took 
shepe as Balasore Zilia siho” 

In 1853, Bisuanath Singh was the Headmaster. He was 
drauing a salary of Rs.i50/-. There vere three teachers for 
3 classes wath a roll strength of 84 students. The teachers! 
dae of pay varied from Rs.30/= to ES. 150%. Subjects of study 
uere [ress Reader, Grammar, Geography, Arithmatic, History of 
Rone, English, Gecmetry, History. "No school fee was realised 
rer the month of November 1853 to mark the opening of the school. 
Prom he month of Tecember 1853, sch.cl fee was collected at 
the rate of angas eight per student. It vas raised to one rupeo 


in the year 1857-58". 30 


271.8. 8. 071414), District Gazetteer, Balasore. 


SSorters issued 1846, Vol. 97, Letter N. 1465 dt. 13.5.1846 
from Orissa Commissacner to the Seeretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 


resnondence Resistor, Visitors Book, Balasore 2411 a 
» Centenary Souvenir=1953; General Report of the Public 
Instr uetzon- 1852-55 De NAX. 


50 Tad. 


One Alfred Bond, a Captain of a ship and one ganindar 
of Balasore seemed to have patronised the establishment of the 
school. In 1858-59, there were 265 books in the library of the 
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school. Provision of teaching up to entrance standard was 


introduced in Balasore Zilla School in 1854. Radhanath Ray was 
the first to pass entrance standard irom Balasore in 1863.52 
Yor such entrance standard students had to read 'dJiban Charit' 
and Saniuntala, Mahabharat in Bengalce, Hitoupdesa in riya, 
kaghubansa and Kuwsarsembhaba in Sanskrit and sche English books. 
Balasore Zilla School had fifty students in 1857-53 in 
Deccnker 1858-59 when B. Kendall was officiating Seerctary and 
Baboo Poorna Chandra Shome vas Headmaster of Balasore Zilla 
School; the resort of the Couneil States, "cn the Soth Peccnbcr 
last, His Honour the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal visited the 
institution accompanied by the Reverend Hr. Long and E. F. Cockburn 


5 Prom 1858 the supervision of the school 


ESd. Commissioner",” 
was shifted from Commissioner to Inspector of Echools. 

Fakir Mohan while narrating about his school days in his 
autobiography has mentioned that the second master of Balasore 
Government School, Siba Chandra Som started a Goveinment aided 
school in Barabat 1.84 Both Bengelee and Oriya vere taught there. 
Its naue was Barabati Bangoktala School. Ho writes that in 

Sigoprs spondence Reister, Visitors Bouk, Balasore Zilla 
Sehuel, Centenary Souvenir, 19543; General Report of the rubiic 
Instruction 189255; p. LX. 

32 mtobiography of Fakir Mohan Senapati, P. 20 


558 1 88828 Zi la School Centenary Souvenir, 1953. 
541d. , p. 13. 


in Class I of Balasore Go¥ernment School, pupils used tc read 
Bengaise Book Sumbadsar, Geography of Pears, Grammer and 
Arithmatic by Kith, Later on books on Elephant and horse were 
written on Government helps”? 
Be Q tegoris t Schools: 

A govd number of special type of schools with instruction 
of special kind grey up in Balasore from one in 1870871 to 24 
in 1905-06. The students strength raised from 80 to 438 in course 
of these 35 years. 56 These were training, technical and'&anskrit 
ttols! (sehcol for Sanskrit). 

Gn the whole, there vere 4 training schools, 3 for male 
teachers and one for school mistresses in the entire district. 
In 1875 Balasore stood first in a comparative study of improve- 
ment among the districts according to the Joint Inspector because 
it had the largest number of training Gurus as many as 155 cut 
uf a tetal of 189. Of the first 3 schools one that was at Balasore 
was a second grade Guru training schocl wholly mana,ed by gvern- 
nent, imparting training Assistant pandits of Middle Schools: and 
Head Pendits of Upper Primary Schools. 

The other two schools situated at Astapur and Dolasahi 
were also maintained’ by the education deoartment. Those uere 
third grade or subedivisional Guru (training) school where 


prinaly teachers underwent training. 


— 

“Spalaspre Zilla School Centenary Souvenir 1953, ppeld, 16. 

367. 8. 3. Of, District Gazetteer, Balasore, 1907, p. 284. 
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Femals teachers also undervent training at a fraais 
alass for mistresses. This was established by Baptist Mission 
in Santipore (Hatigarh) near Jaleswar aided by provincial 
Governuent S 

In 1895, there was only one technical school’ in Balasore 
district, situated at Alalpur,. The roll strength of the school 
was 21. In 1906, Missionaries opened a second school at Santipore 
attended by 93 students. Weaving by fly shuttle looms, sewing, 
carpentry, caneswork, gardening were taught in these T 

Around 1895-96, there were 9 Sanskrit tols attended by 
146 pupils. The number of the schools had increased to 18 by 
1906 with 293 students on the rolls. Some were aided and rest 
were unaided, Srirem Chandra Tol close to Notiganj in Bateavar 


now in the town was most successful instltuticn then. 0 


P. EEHL -A: ~~ 

In spite of the prevalence of conservative bvut lock of 
the then people of Balasore the Missicnaries made comnendable 
efforts to spread fenaie education in the aineteenth century. 


44 


Mrse D. P. Smith who hailed from Americal was the pioneer 


587. 8. 8. 071214, pistriet Gazetteer, Balasore 1907, p.284. 


59 7b d., 5.285. 


20 1pId., p.285. 


*lceneral Report on the Public Instruction in Pehgal, 
1871-72, pp. 377-380" 


amongst the missionary vorkers who rendered vziluable services 
tcwards promcetion of female education in Balasore called in 
other words 'Zanana educaticn'. A report of Mrs. Smith of 
Balasore who did a jyeanon's service to educate the girls, 
reveels: "Zanana work was comence nin Balasore in April 1869; 
at first there was a good deal of opposition to ne, but the 
vpposition gradually dicd away a 1442 She worked in Balasore with 
the help of Baikuntha Nath De and his brother Satyendra Nath De 
of Barabsti Raj Family for the advancement. of women's educaticn. 
‘Mrs. math was the mother of female education here ... our 
Large hearted and public spirited countrymen Babu Satendra Nath 
To was graciously pleased to ereate a fund celled rs. Smith's 
Prize fund’ vith a view to encourage femele education end to 
inspire our native girls with fresh impetus of competing for 
the prize. Every year a silvor medal worth ks. 200 is awarded 
out of this fund who stands first omong giris in the H. V. ¢:.a-~ 
minations of the province of Crissa. ua Baikuntha Nath De 
wrote books for girls such as 'Ballka Path! (17880-ist Part) as 
there was want of backs for girls. He started Hindu girls school 
in Barabati in 1878. 


ad Brief History cf the Balasore Raj Vamily, p. 18. 


a 
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Ibides p.22. 


j In 1870-71, 189 giris used to read in four schocis that 
had been opened in Balasore. S khen the number of schools 
idnereascd to 128, students strength reached 3, 884. 45 Of these 
four schools mentioned above, one was in the town,ancther vas 
at Joleswar and third was at Santipore, running under the 
auspices of Baptist Mission. The curriculum was up to the 
Midcis Vernacular Standard. There were also 3 Upper Primary 
and 122 Lower Primary schools. These lower Primary schools 
included 16 Zanang classes taught by Christian teachers. Thoy 
used to impart instruction to 252 ‘Pardanashin Hindu Ladies 748 
at their houses, There were two Kinder Garden Schools, one at. 
Balasore town and another at Santipore.*? 

In 1875, it is revealed from the report of D. P. T. that 

ees nine girls and one Zanana association for girls, five 

were in Cuttack, one in Puri and the rest vere in Balasore 
district tone of these schools was unaided but the others uere 
receiving aid. They were getting aid from Missionary Soclety'!s 
Management, The maximum number of giris reading in schools 
belonged to Bengalee families. The number of Oriya girls were 
comparatively less. There were also orphanages for girls in 
Jaleswar and Balasore. One school was Looked after by Roman 
Catholic Convent. 


T. g. 8. O Mi, District Gazetteer, Balasore, p.285. 
45 Tb zd. 
46 7b 1d. 
tibid. 


3, neren Report on Public Instruction in Bengal, 1874-75, 
peeve : w 3 
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In 1880, the girl schocls vere brought under certain 
categories, 49 The total number of girls under instraction was 
2,416 in 1882. Of these, 623 attended special Girls! Schools 
and the rest boys schecls. The special Girls! school were 33 
in number, vize, 25 in Balasore, 6 in Cuttack and 2 in Puri. of 
these, 20 were under Missionary Management and the rest wore 
Hindu Giris! Schools. The best Hindu Girls! Schocls were there 
50 situated at Balasore, Cuttack and Bhadrak, ”? 

In 1682, the Education Commission adopted programme for 
the spread of female educations”? tRead and hrite ! brought an 
awakening in the females the neglected class of society, whom 
conservative ideas, tradition of sex, class and caste barriers 
hag clouded so longe The spread of education in female socicty 
was taken up by the Education Commission, The Simla Conference 
later on encouraged teaching of Zanenas, providing them scope 
fer grant-ineaid and inspecting agencies for supervisicn. Sir 
Alexander Pedlor, the Director of Public Inatruetion(19071-1902) 
praised the work of the Missionaries in the field of fenale 
education. He proposed the teachers' salary to be Ks. 30% 
per months 

Educetion of girls was mostly on urban phencnonon. 
Curivusly encugh, though the peuple ware conservative regarding 
education of girls, there was spectacular inercase in the attend- 


ance of girls efter the introduction of o- duet ion. 52 


49 sonnel General Administrative Report of the Orissa 
Division, 1880-81, 262. 
500. K. Samal, Orissa Under the British Crown, p. 284. 


51h. A. Start, verneeular Education in Bengal, p.143. 
2 t 


” DaSe5.01Mally, District Gazetteer, Balasore, p. 285. 
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"3791 girls! attended boys schools. In this respect Balasore 
occupies perhaps the highest position anong Bengal distrietsu. 58 
In spite of the orthoduxy of Oriya females the rise of Tfenele 
education vas remarkable which had been puinted cut by Lt. 
Governor thus "the Lieutenant Governor is gratified to note that 
remarkable progress hes been made in cducation among giris during 
recent years. This has been particularly marked in Balasore", „t 
the end of the last quinquennium the number of girls reading in 
the district vas 2,005. In 1900, two Mission Zanang Ageneles in 
Balasore were functioning. They were guiding the schools for 
giris as well as looking after the education of females in their 
houses. The institutaons received financial aid from the Govern- 
neat on the basis of their results.“ 

Teaching in houses by Hindu Ladies began since 1902 
in the district cf Balasore, It was certainly a moral influence 
that worked because missionary teachers started teaching Hindu 
giris end married ladies.Ths teacher with her students in a 
house constituted a so called schools of those days. 

In 1907; 17 such schools had 260 pupils as against 10 
with 165 pupils in 1902. This type of house to house teaching 
attracted also elderly ladies, to elementary education. The 
iacy teachers who used to go fov house to house teachicg were 


called *Pathamat. 'Pathat moens education and tliat means mother, 


557 fg. 8, 0lially, District Gazetteer, Balasore, p.285. 
—— —— Bnů— — 
9.1 
“Rerort on the Progress of Education in the Orissa for 
the quinguennium ending 31 Harch, 19807; Chap. VIII. 


I 
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80 to acquaint bemales with education such nares which would 

be aceeptsd easily with sympathetic attitude by Oriya conser- 
vative females vere given. In such nemes we mark Love, sympothy, 
as well as re ard for the lady teachers. In spite of purdch 
{sereen) system used by ladies to cover their feces, female 
education became popular in certain fomilies. The lady teechers 
were entertained with honour and cordiality, In 1909, 20 teachers 
were appointed for zanana teaching. They vere all Christians. In 
1910, the number of teachers employed by the Baptist Mission at 
Balasore was reduced. 55 Measures for encouraging female education 
wore taken up while starting model primary schools for giris both 
by Government and by District Board and also in the enployna:t 


a6 fs stated earlier, schcol for mistresses 


of female teachers. 
(training) the standard being the middle vernacular, rere started 
oy the Baptist Missionary at Santipore aided by Provincial 
Government. 

Spread of female education sometimes faced obstacles. 
Qonscrvative people did not like their daughters to attend 
classes in a place outside, called *Central gathering places! 
lest they might come in contact with others. But gradually 
combined and mass sitting in the sehool irresneetive of caste, 
class ond sex removed such mental barricrs, orthodoxy and the 


system of teaching beceme more appealing which vas impossible 


® Report on the Public Instruction of Bengal, 1909-10, 
9.221 


56 
27 8. b. O'Mally s District Gazetteer, Balasore, 1907, p. 264. 
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at the Initial stage. People began to understcnd the value of 
eduecticn. They did not like to kecp their children in dark. 
During this period, the Brahmo Samaj was influencing the ucren 
section of society tu be mora modern and keeping oneself beyond 
religious barriers», Thoir nass meeting, prayers had tremendously 
influenced ladies of Balasore. if the girls of Balasore had 
joined public instruction, the role of Brahmo Samaj in Balasore 
should be taken into account. Their role was profoundly specta- 
aular that broke a communication gape In this connection, Fekir 
Mohan writes that as an Administrator, John Beams, the Collector 
of Balasore (1869-73) also patronised the spread of female educa- 
tion in Balasore. 
Gi Re 9. of ionn read of Eduection: 

villian Carry made his first Landfsll at Balasore after 
his departure from England in 1793. Thereafter, John Pater 
Baptist Missicnary Society cams to Balasore in 1812. These 
missionaries while preaching Gospels began to teach the same 
in their schcol. This is how they made a debut in the fiola 
of educations 

Balasore had a fev English residents and a physician. 
The climate vas comparatively cool and healthy. 

Messrs Noyes and Phillips who came to Balasore fron 
Sanbaipore in February, 1858 purchased a dwelling place and Live 
acres of land for building sehool. They started a boarding school 


r) 


57 
Autobiography of Fakir Mohan Senapati, p. 28. 


with six ehiidren who accompanied with them fron Sambaipur and 
naturally formed a nucleus for their boarding school. Those 
misslonarics also started two *daysehocis', the average attend- 
ance of esch was 25. These pupils vere taught to read the 
Gosper.”? 

The Mission started the first Girls! U. P, Schcol in 
= In 1861, Mrs. 
Dorcas Saith took charge of girls from Miss Crawford. 
H. Wed Anga en: 


present Bal agram school compound in 1839. 


There was one Maktab (school) in the district of Balasore 
in 1874. Arithmatic was teught thers. 120 Musainan boys attended 
school and Pathsolas. There were 9 Maktabs in the district of 
Puri, Cuttack and Balasore in 1905-06 which vere attended by 
217 pupils. In 1906 the Muhamacdan population of Orissa vas 
1,07,789 and 2.1 per cent of that population attended general 
education. Mektabs were closed as primary institutions 
after 1914.0 

The Balasore district Board took the step to train 
Muhammedan teachers but the plan failed. In 1977, one training 
school was started at Bhadrak for Muhamaedan teachers. The 
number of girls attending Primary Schools was negligible. 


58, Brief History of Free Baptist Indian Mission = 
Mrs. Mell. Huteling Hilis$ and Interview with Miss Powers 
and Headmistress, Mission Girls High School and Aijek Tayak 
at the residence of Miss Powers in June 1987. 


5970 Book 1847, Mission Girls! High Schools Interview 
with Mrs. Surabhi Sahu Ex- Inspector of Schools’ at her 
residence on 23 June 1987. 

The Board of Mission Sehocl 1939 is still hanging at the 
gate of the Sechowl near the present Flyover, 

50 port on the Progress of Educa tion in Orissa Division 
in the Qulnguennial ending 31 March,1907. 


(T). Jeechers Conditions, 

In 1858, the curtailment of teachar's salary and increase 
of tuition fea douply hindered the growth of education in the 
district. As a remark, the teacher and taught (pupil!) were hard- 
pressed, Their contribution for the growth of cducation became 
mors than that of the Government because teachers could run 
with a low salary without effecting the teaching. The Inspector's 
report roveals that the Feadmester's salary was reduced fron 
RSe150/= to BS. 100.61 2 
8 ancas to one rupeg» It affected miserably the strength of 


he schooling fse vas increased from 


the roll of the students. As a result, some students withdrew 
from the school. The monthiy cost of education of each boy vas 
RB. 2-18-56 and Government contributed Re.1-14-9 (2/3) the price 
cf one text book was twelve annas which vas more costly and 
boyond the capacity of common people to purchase for their 
children. 

in Balasore most of the schools were locatcd within tho 
jurisdiction of Bhadrak and Balasore thanae Payments vere nade 
to the teachers through the agency of police, which is a depar- 
ture fron that of today. 
Je Btisble Condition of Punilss 

In 1866-67, there were 109 students in Balasore Government 
Vernacular Schot and the atandard was very satisfactory. The 


Library contained 888 English volumes and 206 vernacular volumes. 


Et eneral Repcrt on Public Instruction in Lover Provinces 
of Bengel Presiduncy, pp. 107; 110. i i 


In 1869-70, the library contained 1,259 books, cut of which 
260 were vernacular and 999 English. Normal school was opened 
in 1866 at Balasore. 

Ihe report of the Inspector of Schools to the D. p. I. 
describes that "thirty four students vere struck off the 
rolls during 1866-87 fox non-payment of schooling fees and 
fines whereas seventeen only vere struck off fur the sane 
cause during 1865-86. 

The Administrative authority of the district was veil 
aware of the hard time passed by the guardians of the district 
due to famine. Financially people were pennyicss, even arter 
thot- when such inhuman destructive steps vere teken against the 
grouth of education it meant, the administration took no notice 
of the financial backwardness of the vecple and it was a deli- 
berate attempt to check the growth of education in the district 
of Balosore as ugli as of the State. The education denartnent 
could not be lenient to the poor pupils which is not uncommon 
and finds prevalence even today in the same circumstances of 
Lamine and filioode 

The report uf the Inspector of Schools runs thas: * I 
satisfacd myself that though the great majority of the guardians 
of the pupils belonged to a class when the famine did in no way 
affect still a smell oroposition cf those who sent their sons 
to school wers very considerably reduced to circumstances and 


others snifersd to ‘sume extent u. G 


ER General Report of the Director of pubiic Instruction, 


1866-67, p. 215. 
68 shia. 
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rout : 

Towards the late sixties of the nineteenth century an 
educated middle class, however small in size vas found in 
Orissa pulsating with the signs of new life. This class to 
an extent patronised by the feudal people like Rajas and 
Zenindars took the lead in safeguarding and fostering Oriya 
language and interests. Gourishankar Ray of Cuttack and Fakir 
Mohan Senapati of Balasore, the two earliest protagonists of 
Oriya language belonged to thig class. 

Fakir Mohan Senapati wade pioneering efforts to astablish 
& printing press in Balesore. In his autobiography he writes 
that because of vant cf published books, Oriya language could 
not spread in Balasore and Orissa and the people could not be 
edneated. Want of press was due to the absence of an educatad 
m dle cl-ss. The number of printed books in oriya language 
was inconsiderable. There vere oniy few improperly written 
school books printed in Bengal. The classical heritage of 
Ori a literature vas confined mostly to the peim isaf manus- 
erists. The enlightened Bengalees humiliated ‘the, Oriyas bacause 


IERS 
they had been able to develop. their language ‘through press. 64 


6 i l ! i 
* sntobiography of Pakir Mohan Senapati, 33 
—— 3 — 


Fakir Mohan formed an association to start a press 
nomec Pse Senapati & Co. Utkal Press. The Asscelation included 
Babu Jay Krushna Choudhury, Babu Bholanath Samantaray, Babu 
Damodar Prasad Das, Babu Radhanath Rey and Fakir Mohan himself. 
tne share of the company was then Rs.5.00 only. Meetings vers 
organised for the purpose of purchase of shares for the Press. 
He told many in the Balasore coliectorate on it. An extract 
of the speech by him follows i 

“Those who will purchase Company's shere will get 
much prvidts; the scriptures like Ramayana and 
Mahabharata if printed will sell at cheap rates. 
It would be much easier to read the printed bocks 
than the palin leaf uanuscripts., It would not be 
necessary to seil for the special scripturss readers. 
fhe boys can easily acquire learning. No outsider can 
abuse the Oriyas as fcols 88 20683 

The adventure bore fruitful results. Ib was L006 34 
the third press in Orissa then. People coul believe ais words 
thet there would ba ‘soma machine! whieh could bring out printed 
naterzals because aÑ that time Bengalee almanac, life sketch 
of g erichaltanpa and some other books «sere taught in the 


schools which could give an idea to them over printing. 


68 lr Nehan Senapati was born In Janusry 1845 in the locality 
of MoSikespur of Balasore town of Orissa. Ue championed the langua- 
ge movement with hig Literary compatriots like Madhusudcn Rao, 
and Radhanath Rays He lived flor 75 yeers. He served as pawan, 
Assistant Manager in Garjat area like Dhenkanal, Keonjhar,Niigiri, 
Damparae He delivered unique noveis, penis and short stories. He 
‘left for heavenly abode in June 1918. 


6 autobiography of Fakir Mohan Sonapati, np. 44-46. 


Sad, p. 46. 
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So he could collect fuhds arvand Rs.1,200/~ after 
labouring hard for 4 months and more. Some joined this move 
for fanc, others to beget money from money by purchasing sharcs. 
Then the word 'Oomposition or printer, pressman?! were foreign 
to Balasure pecpie. Fakir Mohan sent his maternal uncle's son 
to Galeutta to leara details over such work. It took hin one 
year. He spent for hin Rs.15/=* par month Tor his expenditure 
in Calcutta. 

Fakir Mohan brought printing materials from north Calcutta. 
He purchased one secondhend printing machines from Medinnur Mission 
Press. He brought it by bullock cart. Medinpur was 170 kms fron 
Balasore. It tock 5 days to reach Balasore. The length and 
breadth of the printing machine was 2'-O01/2'.O", Itis height 
wos IT. It was then only RS. 150/85 Tis joy knew ne bounds 
when he saw it ©? All other naterials relating to printing care 
from Calcutta in a Balasore Ship. To cover the distances from 
Calcutta to Balasore in vater, it took around 10 to 20 days. 

The work was started in his building in Motiganj, then 
heert of the towne People suarmed in inniserable numbers to see 
the machine. This was something unknown yet. Everybody was 
waiting for the outcctie. But nothing ecue out. The technique 


in printing was urong» Naturally the | first printed paper Looked 


68 sutoblography of Fakir Mohan Senapati, pped4=46, 
(ee 


69 bd, p.47. 
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black. No lotter could be seen on the white paper pressed on 
the machine for printing. Even though it disappointed hundreds. 
Fakir Hohan was undaunted in his spirit and effort. He was 
never hopeless. He tried for another machine. 

The second press vas Super Royal Columbian (machine) 
Press. It was again brought from Caleutta. Fakir Hohen writes 
that one Kishorimohan Das, the younger brother of Zamindar 
Babu Mollan Mohan Das of Barabati gave him Rs.800/~- without 
kecping any security to purchase this machine. This nobility 
has been highly praised by Fakir Hohen in bis vorte The 
attitude of the Government tcwards the press was one of blessing 
and encouragement nor uvas the press seditious in its tone. Fokur 
Mohan was highly praised by the then Collector of Balasore, 
Bignold for his noble endeavour. Once in the morning previous 
Collector, John Beames and Bignold along with T. B. Ravenshaw, 
the Comnissioner visited the press. They admired Fakir Nohan'ts 
attempts for the advancenent of Oriya Language.’ They helped 
Rsei0/~ (ten) as a contribution for the advancement. Fakir Uohan 
instead of keeping it took it ss a share. The administrators 
rightly considered, through press the Oriya language and Literature 
could be developed. Radhanath Ray, the friend and contemporary 
writer praised Fakir lNohents initiative thus: "The way you heve 
tried to found press should bo cmbossed in golden letters in 
history n.5 


74 sutobiography of Fakir Mohan Senapati,p.50. 
Se 
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Similar initiative was taken up by Baikuntha Nath Dey 
of Barabati when publication of Oriya books was a dream to 
Balasore people., Raja Beikuntha Nath Dey, the proprietor, the 
son of Shyamananda Dey of Barabati startcé a printing hause 
called ‘Dey kress (1875) in Balascre toune It was perhaps 


74 Ie 1899, Brajanoth Dey being the 
75 
tè 


the fourth press in Grissa,. 
proprietor established a press called 'Binod Press Then 
‘Samanta Press! of Sunhat was also another Press of Balasore. 

The increase in the number af nress resulted in the 
phenomenal increase in the publicaticn of bucks and pericdicalis 
in Oriya language. 

Growth of Ff 12 8m: 

Vith the spread of education and the growth and expansion 
of the educated middle class, the number of press wont on multi- 
plying. As a result of the establishment of press, a number of 
journels were brought cut et Balasore. Fakir Mohan brought out 
the first Journal of Balasore called 'Bodhadayini' fron his 
press in 1888-69. ö It was also edited by him. RS. 100% (Rupees 
one hundred) vas granted perannum to Bodhadayini at Balasore 
and Ika Dipika at Cutteck by Lt. Governor at the suggestion 
and request of John Beanes, the then Collector of Balasore and 


T. L. Ravenshav, the Commissioner, Orissa 


74. fribad Bahika 30. 11.72. 


755. Sanantaray , Oriya Sahitya Ttibasa, p. 175. 


*Sgutublogvaphy Uf Fakir Mohan Senapati, p.46. 
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In 1871 Dodhadayini was renamed as 'Bodhadayini 0 Belasore 
Sambed t, having two parts. The Bodhadayinid pert coutained 


literature and Balesvar Sanbad Bahika dealt with news. It vas 
published in July 1868 as a monthly jcurnscl till 1871. There 


were 40/50 regular subscribers. It was made fortnightly 3 yrs 
later and Lastly weekly in June 1872. To this journal patronage 
vas subsequently accorded by the Samanta Zgamindar fawily of 
Sunhat , Balasore s 

Bhagwan Charan Das (Barabati) a Zamindar and devout 
Brabuc who used to allow Brahmo sittings at his home in the 
beginning stage of such movement aĝ Balasore, published "Utkal 
Subhakari uhich carried the message of Brahmo relthls this 
was yublished in Utkal Printing Press. Pikat Sangkar, a 
quarterly was published in August 1874. 

After the publication of the Bodhdoyini 6 Bslesvar 
Sambad Bahika', Utkal Darpan’?, another periodical was published 
in Balasore in January 1873 through the initiative of lecal 
gamindar Baikuntha Hath Dey. The advertisement for this paper 
cewe out on 30.11.1872 in Sambad Bahika. It was a literary 
magazine, Most of the poems were calnly contributed by Radhanath 
Ray and Madhusudan Das. Radhonath Ray contributed articles like 
'‘Neghdoot, Paban and Madhusudan Rao firbasitar Bilap, Smasan 


Ajodhya Pratyagaman Pitrubhakti, The writings gave a boost 
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to the morale of Oriya literature movement. First It was 
fortnightly (1877), then monthly, quarterly ond aftervards 
weekly. It vas discontinued in December 1885. Utkal Dinika 
of 1878 writes that attempts to publish Utkol Madhuna in 
Balasore failed. 


Utkal Sanskaral came out in January 1874 in Utkal Printing 
Compony : Balasore .o° Sikhyaka and Dharmabedhini, a pericdical was 


published fron Balasore in the month of May 1874 edited by 
Madhusudan Rade 

In 1862, Prajabandhy another Oriya periodical uas brought 
out ivom the towne In 1883 Sibnarayan Noyak and Dwar.kanath Das 
published Dhumaketu. Taraka was published in 1883-84 by Balasore 
Christian society in connection with Sabet Scheel. It was 
published fron Bhadrek in the month of Jane. It vas a quarterly 
magazines 

In January, 1886-87, one Navg Sambad, weekly cane out 
from Balasore edited by Bhupati Nath Basu. Satyendra Nath Dey 
was Manager of "Neva Sambad'. oriyas! cane out in 1887 from 
Palascre, umm published fron Balasore. Utxal Press, Barabatl 
street It vas bilingual (Oriya and English) . It- devoted for 
the welfare of pilgrins visiting Sra Jagannath uË Purl.Nababidhan 


SCcambad Bahia, 1-8-1674. 
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& spokesman of Brahmos was published in 1884.83 Sri ori Hori- 
bhakti pralayigi (a marble plate on the wali in Bengali neor 
ibe temple closes to Mandal's house) a monthly magazine was 
published in April 1865. In 1887, Amgust 26 Sgomyabadi, was 
publishcd in Balasore.°* 

The journals mentioned above played a very important role 
in promoting the growth of social, cultural and political 
eonseiousness. Through these journals, the people could be 
acquainted uith progressive vieus and novements of the time 
like the Brahmo moverent. The revival and development of durmant 
Oriya language and literature could be possible through then. 
Last but not the least these journals generated and sustairsd 
the Oriya movement by highlighting the negligence of Oriyes 
under the Dritish rule. 

Brabmo Faith in Balasore: 

Always intellectuals cast light for a change in any age 
and country. They are torch bearers of the society. It happened 
in the later part of ninetconth century when Balasore vas 
influenced by a new faith 1, e. Brahno Cult. Balasore was an 
adjacent district of Bengal and then people of Balasore vere 


well conversant with Bengalees language which nade much easier 


“sanbad, Oriya daily, 7-1-1987. 
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for such faith to spread here. Moreover, Bengalees were 
residents in large numbers here. The role of Balasore vas 
dynamic and boasting when it wedded to radical Brahmo fatih 
advocated by social reformer Raja Ram Mohan Ray who began a 
nev era in Indian socio-cultural movement forming the Brahno 
Sama in 1828. 

Around 1855, the Brahmo reformer and preacher Ishan 
Chandra Basu? reached Balasore to spread this new faith. 
People like Bhagvan Das of Baraboti used to attend meetings 
of Keshab Chandra Saa of Brabmo Samaj in Calcutta. Prayers 
and sittings continued for some time in the house of Bhagwan 
Das. Fakir Mohan Senapati in his autobiography has mentioned 
that one Prasanna Kumer Chatterjee used to stay near qhadesuar 
tenpie®® in Balasore town. fhe former accompanied by others 
used to observe the vorship of such faith there for scma time. 
Balasore people suspected the activities of such people as 
something abnormal and antiescelal but they saw it was relating 
to prayers and, discussions, Then they cameto understand. The 
mis-understanding fcund no fvoting. 

Fakir Mohan forter describes in bis autobiography thot 
this Samaj continued its functions in a temple donated by the 
Raja of Mayurbhanj w Damodar Prasad Das, Nobis Prasad Das, 
Jaya Krushna Chowdhury, Bholanath Babu were members of such 
Sabha. Sotietines during 1869 before the Samaj held its functicns 


8 Autobiography of Fakir Mohan Senapati, P. 65. 
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in the land donated by Reja of Mayurbhanj known as tRejalotha'. 
Brahmo Samaj hed a small place of worship near Godipokhari 
close to the present site cf Fakir Mohan College which vas 
dsdiceted by Bhagwan Chandra Das cf Barabati. A smell broken 
small house and another very small sitting place close to the 
pond is still there. The place belongs to Brahmo Samaj. Fakir 
Mohan used to sit on this place for prayers In this age of 
renaissance Fakir Mohan could not accept the age old Hinau 
worship of Idols, images which to him vas radiculously gupers~ 
tidus ner could he accept Vaishnavism or Christianity which vas 
fast spreading in Balasore just after the faning., He vas beyond 
religious fanaticism. His very name vas Fakir given by his 
grandenother when he vas at the deoth bed in his childhood. His 
grandmother named him after that of Islamic faith te save hin 
from death in childhood, so that the lord of death would not 
touch him. He wedded himseif to Brahmo faith, that speaks 
cane Se of a men which vas the essence of Brahmo faith. Tn 
1874, a Brahmomouthpiece called Dherna Bodhini was brought out 
from the Balasore town. In 1875, a Brahmo reformer from Bengal 
named Ram Kumer Bhattacharyya established tuo schools in 
Balasore town - one preaching Brahmo ideas and another for 
Giving general zustrue tion. 

In 1881-90, the Samaj of Balasore developed its units 
in many places of Balasore such as Manikhamb, Sindhia, Dina- 
mardinga, Dehurda (Bhogarai)s These who spread such faith were 


Bhaguan Chandra Das, Govind Chandra Pattnaik, Padmalechan Das,; 


Jagabandhu Sinha, Aghorenath Gupta, Pandit Ram Kurar 
Vidyaratna, Durgadas Datta, Kalindi Kamila and Raghunath 


Das 20 


In a village called Sindhia beyond the Budhabslang 
river this Samaj grew up in 1881. Its 8th anniversary ues 
observed in 1888. The esteblishment of such Samaj came cut in 
papers Like Utkal Dipika published from Cuttack. In Brahmo 
Samaj at Balasore, 40 male devctees end 18/12 female devotces 
use to attend the sessions. This included Oriya and Benga- 
lees. Sometines séssicns of Brahmo Samaj of Balasore uere 
obscrved in individual houses such as Ganesh Prasad Singh and 
Khstra Mohan Ray. In Nanikhamb of Balasore the ucrk of such 
Sanaj was carried on smoothly. But in Bhadrak the activity vos 
slow and not effective. In the year 1884, a unit of this Samaj 
was established in Dinamar Dinga of Bal asore. S? In April 1884, 
when Madhusudan Rao visited Balasore School he delivered a 
speech in Brahmo Mandir, Balssore on the descent of Divinity 
on earth.” 

In 1889, the Samaj of Brahmo Mandir at Balasore, Sidhia 
Brahmo Samaj, Dinemardinga Brahmo Samaj unltedly celebrated 
the 59th Festival of 'Magho Utsab* with all sincerity. A good 


number of women and men of Samaj fran tlaberam® | Manlihenb, 


“Sxatabar Savantaray, Oriya Sabityar Ttdheay p. 58 (also 
interview with him). 
69 
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Sorishakotha, Amara, Vimda, Sindhis attended the function. 

In Dehurda, Kailash Chandra Raymahasay a gamindar had elose 
relation with Rajnarayan Bose, the Brahmo preacher in Calcutta. 
Raymahasay used to read and circulate in Balasore 'Tatwabodhini 
Patrika! of Debendra Nath Tagore. 

In Nay 1874, a paper named tDharm Bodhini' on the ideal 
of Brohmoasetivity in Balasore and on Brahmo faith vas published 
In Balasore tcun. In 1875, a Brahmo preacher, Ram Kunos by nare 
cane to Balasore and established two schools in the town. One 
school spread tals idealism and another imparted general edu 
cation. 

In 18802 Aghornath Gupta come to Bal asore and visited 
the sanaj places to speak on the cult. In the wake of such a 
religious wave the rolo of Nandalal Banerjee is most appracta= 
tinge He devoted his life to the propagating of the principle 
of the "New Dispensation! namely; pure and universal Brahno 
faith. In November, 1884 'Nababidhan' a paper was published 
basing on the Brahmo ideal. From the Sanad given by Raja of 
Mayurbhanj we come to know that Roja had given a piece of land 
in the heart of Balasore ton on 3rd September 1897 to the 
Utkal Nababidhan Brahmo Samaj, Balascre. Then Nandlal Banerjee 
was President. Nandelal Banerjee raised a sum of noney "to 
erect building on the said land and where divine service are 
being regularly held ever since". For this a trust had been 


"Beane Balika, 24.6, 1880. 


formed in 7.6.1917. The members of the trustce vere Bhaguan 
Chandra Das, Prasanna Kumar Mitra, Fekir Mohan Senapati, 
Pednalochan Das, Brajagopal Neogi, Pramoth Lal Sen, Nagendra 
Nath Banerjee.e 

This period is memorable and remarkable for the advent 
of Brahmo faith which Makened many from darkness. The spirit 


OE tinue vas nuvel, It Jed a race towards a cultural towaorvc. 


interview with the Secretary Brahmo Samaj, 
Srl Santos Kumar Das on 426.86. 
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In 1835, the Government decided to abolish Persian 
dansuage in the courts and introduce Oriya in its place. This 
was also approved by the court of Directors by the despatch 
of June 26, 1835. But this decision could not be immediately 
carried into effect. % 7 3% Guna ldoduacs 
E Leis rden. On 27 January 1837, the Commissioner of 
Cuttack was iotimated that the proceedings of the courts should 
be recorded in provincial language but its translation into 
Pexsian language should also be despatched to the Sadar Courth “4 
subsequently, Even then the use of Fersian and Hindustani Langua- 
ges continued in Courts,” 

The new British officers eculd not follow oriya Language 
immediately after their arrival in Orissa nor Junior Tadian 
Officers vere conversant in Oriya Language. In 1839 the 
Commissioner camuunicated the view of the Collector of Balasore 
Gh the use of Oriya language in the folicwing manner: "the 
Magistrate of Balasore vas reluetant to favour the introduction 


of vernacular language as a substitute to Persian also reported 
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that Oriya language could not be of help in official work, 

he suggested limited use of Oriya longuage and that of Persian 
language in ali matters. The Commissioner maintained that Instead 
of Persian, Hindustaai should be used in correspondence that 

did not concern the common pecple n. c This he wanted to suggest 
in order to remove the bottleneck in official vork as well as 
safeguarding the interests of the common mass. 

Even though Oriya was subsequently used as court language 
and in offices too, the higher authorities expressed their doubt 
about its efficacy. Arcund 1841 attempts were made by Suddar 
Board of Revenue to replace Oriya by Bengali language in court 
dealings. 

IIIs, the Commissioner consulted the Magistrates of thre@ 
districts of Orissa and the Judicial authority and drop ed the 
proposal as unrealistic. Ne apprehended a videspread discontent 
in the province if Pengalee would be introduced in Orissa. To 
him introduction cf Bengalee appeared wrong and unde si Table. 97 

The history of Balasore and Orissa proper tells us that 
the province became a Seat of Struggle and domination by different 
races Like Afghans, iMuhnammedans, Marathas and English from time 


t ot ie. During this pericd some of these races did not leave the 
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98 f. R. R. letters issued from January and February, 1639, 
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land and became residents at Balasore and other places of the 
province, Gujaratees also cause to Balasore as businessmen. 
Thus some Marathas and Gujaratecs have temporaraly resided 4. 
the district of Balasore with their fert Lies. 98 Tho Musiins, 
Marathas, Engiashmen, Gujaratees who stayed at Balasore accepted 
oriya as thelr second language. So their offshoots automatically 
recaiced in Orissa who learnt Griya as a second language next 
to their mother tongue. Moreover, the British officaais who 
cane from other narts of the presidoney on transicer kne only 
Hindustani. They formed an opinion that üriya language wag 
not spoken by neny in Balascre. The Griyas being educaticaally 
backward could not dispel this impression. 
A remark of the Collector of Cuttack quoted below reveals 

the cffieial hatred towards the Criye language: 

The Ooriah of this district, whatever it may originally 

have been is now but a dialect of Bengalee from which it 

offers chiefly in pronounciation and in its uritten cha- 

Tacter I do not know how far such a sug.estion may be 

considered to be within my province buk I would submit 

that as a measure of general policy it is desirable 

that the Ooriyah should cease to oxist as a separate 

danguage within the British territories. It is new 

spoken by a feu hundred chcusand persons whose zt ten 


a language is unintslligible to their felicw subjects in 


Soran Magistrate Balasore, 16 November, 1891, Bundle of 


Records (Recurd Room, Balasore). 


Bengal although as soon as the ear becomes accustomed 

to the pronounciation the spoken language is easily 

understood. This small provance cen never hope to 

have a separate literatures but if the Bengalee 

character could be substitute fer its own, an inha- 

bitant of Orissa would understand a Bengalee probably 

as well as he would an Ooriah work. Ivery Bengalee 

Utrerahas its equivalent in Cory ah and the experinent 

might be made without difficulty, us 

Of course all British officials did not lock down upon 

Oriya language. The Commissioner Nr. Gouldsbury rejected the 
view of the e as erroneous. Gouldsbury 
observed that Oriya vas never a dlaleet of Bengalee and that 
lt was a tolerably pure dialect of the ganskrat. 00 He pointed 
out that though rescmbling the Bengali language, Oriya was by 
no reans derived from it. Fe enphaticclly remarked in his 
report that 3 uillzon people used to spaak Oriya that comprised 
an area from Suvarnarekha to Ganjam (ughalbendi, the coastal 
belt). The Jommissioner said thet such remarks by the Collector 
would simply give chances to the people of Pongal province to 
oecnny official posts in Orissa. The Gommissiorer held that 
Bengelee would never be a elght substitute for Oriya language. 


Ne mede it clear that the people of Orissa would be bonef it ted 


Wrcport or the Council, 1848, pp. 335,356,337. 
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if Oriya language continued to be the Language of the court 
and offices. He agreed to the remarks of the Commissioner. 
Henry Rickett vas another English officiel who vas 
syupathetie towards Griyas and Griya language. Ricketts 
pointed out in his letter of December 7,1837 that Orissa 
should receive noro Government helpe He had admitted that 
since 1803 when Oviyas were in neglected state, no attempt 
bead been nade to anelicrate their condition even after the 
lapse of $0 many years of their rule. The Bengalees who had 
already established themselves in Orissa since the British 
oeeupation of Balasure and Grissa ut large or before that, 
apprehended danger te their language and mode cf living in 
Orissae Hence they tried to twist the administration fron 
headquarters in Bengal to guide the wings in Orissa as a result 
Bengalce vould be the medium of instruction in schools for alle 
They could not foresee the bright future of a language of a 
province and tock if wrongly as a danger to their economic and 
soeial status tn Orissa. It vee awefully foolisl to seperate 
mother tongue from mother Orissa 1.6. son fron the soil. 
Ricketts was not distinct in his tone over the use of 
Oriya language in Balasore and Orissa in official circle. He 
observed thus in 1852 in his Report on the District of Pooree 
and Balasore "There have bean for some years Oriya schecls at 
Balasore and Bhudéruck, an English school is now authorised at 
Balasore. The Collector reccmuends that the Oriya school should 


be closed as a sufficient uch edge of uriya is acquired at thag 
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village schools and that a Bengalee school subordinate to 
the Unglish school should be substituted." In his report to 
the Government, Ricketf did not indicate any support for the 
prevalence cof Oriya language. He wrote: “It seems now Lo be 
gencrally admitted that a mistakes has been made in endeavouring 
to doprove Qoriya (Griya) instead of introducing Hindcostance 
op Bengalee but as I have said in reporting on Fooree, the time 
appears to have passed for effecting a change. If Hindocstanse, 
were made the language of the courts so few naow write the 
Persian Character that for some months there would be many 
difficulties", 102 

In 1659, Rev. Long advocated the introduction of Lengalee 
ag the medium cf instruction in Orissa. "Valuable as is the 
Oriya Language for imparting to the canon people an elementary 
education,it will be much easier for the Oriyas whe wish to 
acquire knowledge to gain through Bongalee a kindred Language. 
Both in Assam and Crissa, Government teaches Bengali to the 
highest eleases in the schools, 103 

In the post -H anne period, Sir Strafford North Cote, the 
Seeretoary of stove rer Ted a professed great sympathy for the 
uriyass Ha held that Orissa should be separated írom Bansal, 
because "the outlying portions of Bengal vere net receiving 
proper attention". 104 North Gote realised that the severity of 


102 poland, p +8905 History of Freedom Manent in Orissa, 
Vol. TII, Dette 

05 ov. fede Long, Yotes on querries suggested by a 
visitor to Orissa, J. A. 8. B. 18594 


ahne Department Proceedings, May 1920, Nos. 205-203 A, 
pp. 55678 e l 


Orissa famine vas due to the fact that Orissa was controlled 

by Board of Revenue in far away place in Calcutta and that 

the riya race and language were always under-estinated by 

the Bengalees, Orissa had not progressed to the extent as it 
ought to have made since 1805, the year of British occupation 

of Balasore and Orissa and for its pragwegs it required to be 
separated. It was a varning and timely direction to their 
subordinate admiaistrative authority in India to save thoir 
gocd administration from erecping impropriety in Bengal adminis- 
trative Bureau when the situation in Grissa had turned crave. 


Error 2 to Abolis i i : And 
AE op! t for Tiga 2 


A moverent to abel ish Griya language from schovls and 
oificeswas set afoct by some Pengelees in the late sixties 
of the ninetecnth century. Umacharan Haldor wrote in "Cuttack 
Star! suggesting the publication of Oriya text backs in 
Bengalee acript. He held that there was nothing wrong in writing 
Griya in Bengalee seript as Bengalee handwriting locked more 
beautiful chan the Oriya ecunterpar Rs He observed in a rather 
silly manner that if tha Oriyas eculd use paper; pen and ink, 
coming from Bengal; they should not hesitate to use the Bengales 
seript. 

One Siv Das Bhattacharjya, the Deputy Inspector of School 
Balasore nađe effort to intrcuduce Bengalee os the medium of 


instruction in vernacular schocils in place of Oriya. This 
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riitated the natives of Balesore, The local Zaminders, and 
Government servants demanded his transfer. Shyanananda De, 

tha Zawinder of Barabati, Balasore raised protests agalnst the 
efforts of Bhattacharya to introduce Bengalee language in 
Orissa. All appealed to John Benmes, the Collector (1869-73) 
of Balasore and President cf local committee of Public 
Tastruction. With his remarks ib was sent to the Inspector 

of Schools and ultimately that was forwarded to the D. F. I. 
Oriyas and Oriya language vera passing the critical period. 
li. Bhattacharya 9S was transferred and Redhanath Ray goro) 07 
joined in his place. 

The efforts for introducing Bengalce language in Balasore 
and Orissa went on and struggle against it continued sinulta~ 
neously. In 1869 the famous entiquarian, scholar of Bengal 
Rajendra Lal Mitra paid a visit to Orissa and dclivered a 
iscture, in Cuttack debating club in December, 1868 on the 
survival of Oriya Language in Orissa. He urged that uell- 
wishers of Orissa should support introduction of Bengalse 
Language in Orissa as the right substitute of Oriya in Crissa. 
He argued that the population of Orissa which had already been 
reduced | by the famine of 1866 was not sufficient enough to hove 
a separate Oriya language. He held that: Oriya readers vere not 
Large in number and hence no publisher would risk publishing 
new books in Oriya and that if Bengolee' would run as the 
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Language of Oviyas, then sufficient number of books wouid be 
available to people in Orissa. He pointed out that while 
500 books were published in Pengel in 3 months, only 3 to 4 
books were published in Oriya in orissa, 105 

He further added that education in Oriya medium could 
not satisfactorily progresa because of non-availability of 
suitable text books as well as teachers. 

At this stage some domiciled Bangelees started a signa- 
ture campaign for the introduction of Bengolee as the medium 
of instruction in the schoois of Orissa. They collected sbout 
one thousand suggestions. Consequentiy,the Oriyas of Cuttack, 
the nerve centre of Orisse and Balasore, the sensible border 
district felt paniery. Fortunctely Utkal Dipika the leading 
periodical of Cuttack took up the cause of Oriyas. The perio= 
dical was edited by Gourlshankar Ray, a domiciled Bengalec. 

In the seventies of the nineteenth century Kanti Bhatta- 
charjya, a Bengalee teacher of Balasore Zilla School started a 
drive for the, introduction of Bengelee in the schools of urissa. 
Fakir Hoban writes that after the retirement of Sadasiv Nanda, 
the Sanskrit teecher in Balasore Zilla School, one Kanti 
Bhattachezjya joined the same post. Bhattacharjya could not 
speck Oriya well. The Oriya boys used to Laugh at hls foulty 
oriya pronounciations. He could not utter NIA eas LLA of 


Oriya language whieh caused laughter in the class, 109 


108gtkal Dinikn, 15.53.69 bo 20. 5.69, ppe41~42. 
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in 1870, Bhattacharjya published a Bengalee book titled 
'Griya Ekta Ewetantra Bhasa Naye! (meening Oriya is not a 
distinct Language). 110 He was preaching this theory avong che 
studeuts of the Balasore Zilia Schcol. 

The Headmaster of Balascre Zilla School sent a copy 
of this booktto R. L. Martin, the Inspector of Sehools whose 
office was situated at Medinipnr. The beck also received 
favourable supnort freu the Deputy insvector of schools. 171 

Under these circumstances, an order from the higher 
authorities cene te the Readmaster of Balasore Zilla Schcol 
that only Sanskrit and Bengalee would beftaught in that school. 
Soon the mews sproad that Oriya would be abolished fron tho 
Government aided schools. 118 pt this stage Fakir Mohan kegan 
his fight for the cause of Oriya language. Accompanied by tus 
small comeittee members, he began to move from door to door, 
guarter to quarter in the town and spoke all about it in Balasore 
Gollectorate, urote about it in ad- Bahbike the only Oriya 
paper in Balasore in order to ercate the public support in 
favour of this language issue, 15 

people in 211 auarters accepted the Government order. 
They did not dare to raise their voice against such order out 
of fear. They rather said that the Government's order had to 


be corried out. Whatever woal be taught in school would be 
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followed by thelr children. Even Oriya Zanindars cared not 
speak anything over this issue. They categorically told thet 
hy shall we poke our nose into it for which we shall invite 
finen, 114 no Lody wanted bo incur dispicasure of the Government. 
Their answer was unsympathetic ond negative because it vas a 
Geverument affair and the Government had the Fight to intreduce 
and prescribe anything they liked. Beople were afraid of punish- 
ment and finesse It was quite natural at a time when the Board 
of Revante was in Calcutta which controlled Orissa and most 
of the officals in Balasore were Beagalecss 

Fakir Mohan vas undsunted in his spirit. He organised a 
mecting in Balasore Colicctorate to demonstrate publicity that 
the attempt to abolish Oriya language from schools as vell as 
court vas ill coneeived by the authority because the lotter 
vas based on hypocracy. He told Amlas that the order that 
reached the Headmaster of BaLasors Zilla School was act a 
Government order which haŭ the intention of abolishing Oriya 
in schools. He told them 'Bengaiees have misguided the Inspector 
of Schools. Gradually Oriya language will be abolished fron 
Balasore Collectorate @ise. Ofiicers and Clerks are Bengalees. 
You are all adept in Persian. when they abolisa Persian, where 
is your place and what as fhe value of your education when 


Oriya language will be abolished? Sons, brothers, relatives 


114% t opiography of Fekir Mohan Senapati, p. 54. 
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of the Bongalees will be Amas. You are sure to loss service 
and thereafter your successors will be deprived of servicen, 1187 
This touched the Amlas to the care and made them alert. They 
seid: "no it can net be so. Gur children will read oi. 116 
As if helpless, they all prayed Fakir Mohan to find out ways 
and moans, He prepared an application dealing such matter 
and got it signed by 500 persons, Then John Beams (1869-73) 
who was a highly learned man was the Collector of Balasore. 
Fakir Mohan submitted the application to the Collector, 17 
Even English Officers and missionaries supported Fakir Mohants 
move. 48 

Beams foruarded the letter with a strong favcurable 
Fecommendation to the Commissioner. Then T. EB. Ravenshaw vas 
the Comaissioner of OSS. 119 Ravenshaw sent the same to 
Lt. Governor vith a favourable recommendation. 

in faveur of the appeal, Beams pointed out that Oriya 
was an ancient language. Oriya education should spread in the 
whole of Orissa. He wrote a book an English where he dealt 
the issue and sent it to Government.'©° Be criticised the 
booklet of Kanti Bhattacharjya as hprof ouhály destitute of 


115 putobiosranby of Fakir Mohan S ènapati, p55. 
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121 f wrote that 1f Orlya had no 


Philological arguments". 
right to exist as a separate language because it was spoken 
by a few then this argument of Bhattacherjya might be appli- 
cable to others and there would be no necessity of Dutch, 
Derish and Portuguese. His argument was when portuguese people 
were minimum population in the globe, would that lenguace not 
exist? 12 
An order came from the euthority in Bengal in 1872 that 
Bengalce language vonid be abolished in all schools of Orissa. 
Schools 18 should be esteblisted in different »laces for the 
spread of Oriya language. 
The matter did not end here. It vas beginning of the end. 

Once a mecting was held at 7.00PM. in the first flour (Devi 
tenple) of Raja Shyamananda Deyts buiiding in Barabati which 
was attended by Deputy Munsif, Engineer, Schucl teachers and 
50 Bengalees and 7 to 8 Oriya people. in altercetion took place 
between Fakir Mohan and Kenti Bhattacharjya» Fakir Mohan tried 
to eccnvince all thase present about the usefulness of the 
general education. fhe necting discussed the Government order 
(stated earlier) to spread vernacular education in villase 


levels of orissa, |*4 


18174 f, June 1820. 
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OriyaeBengelee feud in Balasore assumed a very sorious 
ferm. Fakir Mohon was olweys trying to develop the Oriya 
Tangunage in different ways. He writes in his autobiography 
that Grigas had no chance to be absorbed in p.. D. end Postal 
Department. Lack of sducationeal qualification debarred the 
Oriyas from holding such posts. Because of his eiforts to 
promote the interest of Oriyas he was vilifused by the protagc- 
nists of Bengali language. 

In Baiabatl near the dank of Burabalang river and close 
to Enrcneans burial ground lived one Sri Brundaban Chandra 
Mandal 25 vho was hailed at that time by most Rengalees as 
the patzen of Bengeiea languege. He hailed from Cunchura of 
Medinipur. He started one Bengalea ifedlum School in a rerote 
village In Balasore. Fakir Mohan writes that Bengalees of 
Balasore gathered in his draving room (Balthak Khana) where 
they discussed from evening b121 9.00 P.M. how to remove Oriya 
Language from the Government offices and substitute it by 
Pengzaiee language. 

These Bengales genblenen didnnot even utter Fekir Mohan's 
name out of hatred snd simply rererred to as tdemned ring 
4eader 186 because Fakir Mohon used to speak in the meetings 
for the causes or uriya language, write artieles in Sambad Bahia 


for it and argued with Bengalees in favour of Uriyas and their 


TLangudge. 
a 
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Sanbad Bakika, the Griya paper published from Balasore 
by Fakir Mohan Senapati cdited by Gobinda Charan Pattnaik 
brought cut satirical comments on Mandoi's effort to establish 
Bengoles schools. Mandal took it as an offence and a challonge. 

Barabati School Committee consisted of 7 members, cut of 
whom 6 were Bengalees and Fakir Mohan was the only Oriya, % the 
School Committee depended on donation by both Oriyas and Bonga- 
1808. Afterwards Mandal did not like to coopersete in school 
uork because Fakir Mohan was a member of the School. Comittee. | 
As a result the School faced difficulties. Mandal declared that 


he would give liberal financial help to the school, if Fakir 
129 


28 


Mohan was renoved from the Sehool Connittae. ic utter surprise 
it carg out in the Government Gazette in the next week that 
„abu Fakir Mohan Senapati had been appointed as a member of 
Balasore Zilla school Committees, 780 His appointments ears 
astonished hiw when his name that was rezoved from one schcol 
committee, eculd find place in another school committee.As a 
result of removel of hie mame from, Barabati School Committee 
ail the oriyas no more contributed tu the former school fund. 

In this period ‘there wags no Municipality in Balasore. Both 


Brundaban Chandra Mandal and Fakir Mohan Senapatd were Commai~ 


ra f 
ssioners operating Chowkidary tax s! in Balasore toun, Naturally 
187 ran apati, p58. 
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they had some such bitter relation, This was also one of the 
reasons for his contempt towards Pakir Mohan, 32 

In this period of confrontation, Srinath Dutta (1869) 
vas the Headmaster of Balasore Zilla School. He used to tel 
Fakir Mohan humorcusly that by no means he could be outwitted 
{(Mahasay, Kichhutel Apnake Ant-te Paragelena). Later on the 
schocl was closed when Mandal Babu no more extended his help 
to the schools The Bengall-0riya language ecneroversy in which 
the Orivyas won roused nationalist feclings among the oriyas 


of Balasore as well as the rest of Orissa. 


Lakin Mohon's Literary seovivitios por the 
ESS of Oriva Lanevyaroas 


Fakir Mohan writes that there vas a bock shop in Balagore 
run by Damodar Babu of Sumhat, Balasore where Bengalee Books 


138 and 'Bdueation Gazette! 


were available. men 'Samprakash? 
were the only papers read at Balasore. One famous Zamindar of 
Balasore was subscriber of Sanprakash whereas Education Cazettec 
was subseribed by Balasore Zilia School. They vere weeklies, 
Fakir Uohants brother Nityananda Babu was a subscriber of one 
Bengalec paper "Bibldhartha Sangrahg". Noneavailability of Oriya 
books in Balasore inspired him to write some papers and books. 
Fakir Mohan Senapati the Chief exponent of Oriya ilteracure 
marked that the translation vork from English to Oriya das very 


poor in these days. He obtained the permission from tha learned 


apan 


152 tobo D aiz napa 2 9.41. 


155 T 4d. p. 48. 


scholar in Bengal and social reformer Iswar Chandra Vidyasager 
tu transiate his autobiography. He urote: "History of Prince" 
which he failed to publish. He also wrote grammar and arith~ 
matic boukse His other vork was Indian History in Oriya in 

tue parts for which he received a help of Rs.700/= from Inspector 
of Schools and RS. 300% from the Commissioner of Orissa, I. 
Ravcnshaw « 

Knowledge in Bengalees: 

E. C. B. Halum the then Secretary of Mission School, Balasore 
had uri ten one Oriya-cum-English grannar bock. Fakir Mohan 
extended his help in this vork, Fakir Mohan used to teach 
Bengalee to Collector R. H. Passi and Joint Magistrate Mayors. 
Company and Inspiration: 

A man is known by the co&pany he keeps. Fakir Mohan not 
only kept contact vith Baikuntha Nath Dey and John Beams but 
also used to keep elation vith Madhusudan Das (Bareatelew) 
third teacher in the Covernment School, Balasore then and 
Radhanath Ray who used to stay near 'Gadagadia? 4 denk inside 
the Bolasors town. This was ah area of residence of Amlas, Clerics, 
Deputy Magistrates. and Munsifs. Fakir Mohan's greatest and rare 
quality was that he never missed the opportunity to establish 
contact vith intellectuals of his time. 


nå 2 of EE. Hol SSD: p.52 3 rig 
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Fakir Mohan accompanied by Deputy Inspector of Schools 
Sbibdas Bhattacharjya and his friends Nanda Kumar Bhattcharjya 
went to Remuna the place fonous for Khirachora Gopincth, tho 
God, to start a school there. To this scheol the Zamindor 
Baikuntha Nath Dey contributed R. 300%. 85 
Baikuntha Nath Deyts Activities: 

Raja Baikuntha Nath Dey vas much ahead of time. He could 
pick ap the right thing ot the neod of the hour. His libera- 
lites was hereditary that he inherited from his father Shyana- 
nanda Dey who made not only great contribution for tarnished 
pecple in 1866 famine but also the language movenent he parti~ 
cinated for the existance and upliftment of Orlya language. 

In connection vith spread cf Oriya language, Bad kunt ha 
Nath Dey, the Raja of Barabati threw all his might publishing 
books. When publicatioa of Oriya bocks was so diffleult to 
the people of Balasore. Dey's press made a stride in this 
respect. Thus the compilation and publication of many useful 
Oriya sehool bocks and an Atlas nawed ‘Ripon Atlas in Oriya 
in 188415 t a cheap priſſce placed useful literature within 


easy reach of the poople. 


135 ; 88 8 8 1 p. 52 f. A Ell 
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Baikuntha Nath De; son of Shyamananda Da was born in 
185 in Balasora.In 1875 he became the Honcrary Magistrate. 
In 1875, he started a library temporarily in the house of 
Madanmohan Das of 'Barabati. He remained Vice-Chairman of 
Balasore Municipality from 1877 to 1891. In 1862 he beecane 
member of Bengal legislative Council. He became Vice-Chairman 
of District Board in 1885. [ls patronized the Balasore Hindu 
Girlst School in 1872. He also patronized Anantapur M.V.School 
(1891) Zubike School (H. B) 1387, Ronana 11. V. School. He gt art od 
Town Heli Library; B. De Social Club Library, Kistodes Pal 
Library, Bay ly 141, B. be Scelal Club<Library, P. De, a 
conbinucion of economic aifiuence and cultural afianity Was 
an „„ uho left this earthly life In the 
J T 1913. 
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This contribution of Baikuntha Nath Dey is admifable and 
conspicuous. Postcrity would count his liberal and mighty 
support culturally ond financially to channelise his intellect 
to give a leap to Oriya literature which was the need of the 
tine. He hed never shown his ieluctance for the spread cf the 
Lanvuege.e He was a versatile gconius. 

He translated works of Radhanath Ray (Meghfoot) and 
Madhusndan Rao tco» Fakir Mohan writes that he was a Vetary 
of truth, He wanted also a company of scholars to devote nore 
time for discussion an Oriya literature. To this was iha support 
of an administratcer, John Beans whe was culturcliy tough. 

The Latter half of the nineteenth century sav a unique 
combina tion of Fakir Hohen, Beams and Baikuntha Nath Poy = One 
an adninistrative genius foreign bo the land but akin to its 
culture; another Zamindar, a patron pregnant with liberel ont lock 
though a Bengelee was patronising Oriya language, much devoid of 
linguistic fonaticism (feeling) unlike others dnd third Pakir 
Mohan a frell son of the soil but blessed, whose disease and 
adverse remark like (Beta ring leader' could not overtake his 
‘zedsnecdt. He vas the commancer cf the Language combat. Ee 
was the repository, dil thite becans the guide and guardians 
of the Oriya languages 
Exemination of Oriva snswer Sorints: 

The procedure of examination shuyld be changed. Oriya 
examinations should net be conducted by Bengalees. Oriya answer 


papers should not be examined by Bengalees. This was proposed in 


mony pavers like -Orissa Patriot and Utkal Dipika (the light 

of Orissa). They also ecmmented that Caleutte Book Society 
was act competent to write Oriya books. When new Oriya bocks 
vere sent to it, the Calcutta society was returning these 
beoks to Oriya knowing persoas in Grissa for proper study and 
correction. A Committee vas formed to go through the merits 
and demerits of Oriya books. Those members included H. O. Lecey, 
as President and others were Jagmohan Ray, Bichitrananda Daa, 
Duarika Nath Chakravarty, Kalinada Bandopadhyay 138 Nabin 
Chondra Sarangi, Banamali Sahu,Gouri Sankar Ray» 

Government officers! Knowledge of Oriva Language: 

The new Lieutanant Governor of Bengal in a circular had 
directed that the Officers of the concerned districts sheula 
appear in exanination in their district languages. The Conui-~ 
ssiomers had bean directed to inform the Lieutenant Governor 
whether Deputy Collectors were able to vrite weil in their 
own mother tongue. The assistants in the education departments 


werg also direeted to appear in their vernacular languages, 


Balasore Sambad Bahika had . the COmn⁰α. S, one r to 
appoint a Deputy Inspector who should be either an Oriya or 
an Englishman. It happened because Officers from cutside were 
not favourably inelined to the provincial culture, taste and 
habltse | 
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1S’ tad Dipika, 20. 3.69, pp. 45-46. 


Ska Dipika, 10. 7.62, pp. 110, 180. 


Subsequently we see the appointment of Radhanath Ray as 
Joint Inspector of Schcols by John Reams in 1877, the officia- 
ting Commissioner. 139 Later on Fakir Mohan, Madhusudan Rao, 
Nandakishore Bal became educational autheritics in Balasore. 
Even the higher administrative authorities took classes in 
sche ła and tried to publish bock in Griya so as to spread 
the vernacular education in Balasore and the province teo. 

Martin, the Inspector of Schools wrote thus: "There 
being no works in Criye on the act of teaching and Natural 
Philosorhy I kave engaged my-seif in compiling there fron 
different English and Bengalee books and translating them 
again into Oriya. I dictate them in Oriya to the pupils who 
take them down in their copybbeoks and are required to study 
them Like all other books ncu in usc. I am hovever trying to 
get these manuseripts ready for the press as soon as possible 14° 
itn a circular issued by Mertin option vas given to outside 
residents to study Oriya. Ie also declared prizes for writing 
books. 

It nes published in Sombad Rahilks of 29,9. 77 that 
through the initiative of John Beams *Griya Palm isaf iltera~ 
ture improvement Company was proposed to be formed". The capital 
was Rs.5,000/= and each share vas RS. 257. Attemots vere made 


to yublish new bookse 


Beant "uenfites of a Beneal Givition, Zian, Balesore, Cuttack. 
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Recognition of Oriva Iausuarce by Governments 


At last the great day dauned. Ravenshay the Commissioner 
suggested strongly to the Lieutenant Governor about the reten- 
tion of Oriya Language as the only medium of instruction in 
sechovis cf Orissa. The overall discretionary power was delegated 
to him bythe Lieutenant Governor to sce thet Bengalees language 
was not taught in the school of Orissa. He wrote categorically 
to the Collector of three districts fer the exclusion of Bunge-~ 
idee language e 

Pron a letter of Ase Crafts, tho D. P. I. of Bengal to 
the Inspector of schools, western Clrele (Fort William Lengel) 
on the 10th Apr21,1879 we know: "In reference to your 8/142 
dated the Ist April 1579 inquiring whether the exclusion of 
Dongalee from the schools of Orissa ordered in Govt. letter 
N10, 937 dated the 25th February 1873 is to be enforced on the 
Sehccls ander the aid system, I have the honour to state that 
the letter of wr. Ravenshaw which was forvuarded with tha Govern- 
ment letter quoted above and of which a copy is onelosed fer 
reference referred to ali schccls in Orissa whether Government 
or aided and was based on the belief that the persistent 
exelusicn of Bengclee from schools was essential te the pros 
gross of education an Orissa. If any: further reference is. 
necessary you'should bring up some one school as a special 
case stating the number of Bengolee and oriyas that nou attend 
it and the clreumstances of the surrounding sekoci going 


Population. Vory strangely even in 1879 after the question of 


retention of Oriya language in schools had alrcady been 
decided by higher authority of education, Inspector of 
Schools of Western Circle Bhoodels Mukherjee wrote from 
Chinsurah on 24th April 1879 to Raja Baikuntha Nath Dey of 
Balasore to allow teaching of Bengalee in a Private School. 
Clubs and Secjetics:s 

In the late sizties of 19th century the snail middle 
Class of Balasore became active to protect their mother tongue 
i.e. Oriya language through the fermation of club, societies 
and assuclations. During this period a number of associations 
were formed. Balasore Utkal Bhasa Unuati Bidhaveni Sabha vas 
formed by Daitari Prasad bas in 1887, Bhadrak Besha Hitaiskini 
Sabha vas formed in 1874. Baisswar Sabha vas formed in 1875. 
Balasore Notional Society vas formed on 30.6. 78. Fakir Mohan 
Senapati, Raja Balkuntha Nath De, Daitari Prasad Das, Harish 
Chandra Serkar had close assceilation with lte Balasore Town 
hali, the Oldest of its type in Orissa was constructed because 
of their efforts, whieh became the venue of many such asso~ 
craticngat difzerent times 

Unity Associatiun was also formed. Baikuntha Nath Ley's 


Egal Club was formed in 1895141 Belasore Zilla School Reading 
Glub was formed Gn 8.8. 1896. 


141g rale Jesislator ond Freedom Strugzie, p. 7. 
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Persons like Fakir Hohen Senapati, Redhanath Ray, 
Chandra Mohan Haharana individually and collectively endea-~ 
voured to write some text books im Oriya lenguage. Chandra 


Mohan Maharaua of Remuna, Balasore and Madhusudan Hao formed 
42 


Aicchana Sabha to promote the cause of Oriya languase.Balasore 
Hatzcnal Branch Brahmo Somat was also formed at this tine. 


Balasore Haribhakti Pradayini sabha tas also formed which is 
still found in Barabati close to Madan Mohan Das campus vith 

a marble plate on the gate written in Bsngait.The marbie plate 
at the gate clearly shovs its name in Bengali Language. Balasore 
Sonskrit Samiti was formed on 405295. Balasore Be De Social Ciub 


was formed on 1.6.95. Balasore Mohamigdan Association was formed 
On 1747.96. 
k : ere 2 

fhe second half of the nineteenth century saw the develop 
ment of Pan- Craya nationalism in the Oriya speaking tracts of 
Bengal, Madras and Central provinces because of the alicged 
discrimination and injustice by the noneOriyas against the 
Oriyase In Balasore Pan-Oriya sentiments arose because of 
efforts of some Bengalees such as Shivdas Bhattacharjya and 
Kanti Chandra Bhattacharjya to abolish Oriya language from 
the schools of Orissas Consequently for schetime acute bitterness 


between Bengalees and Griyas prevailed in Balasore. But after 
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the Government's decision in favour of Oriya language the 
opposition of Bengalees towards Oriyas melted away. The 
formaticn of Balasore National Society for taking part in the 
deliberations of the Indian National Congress united the 
Bengaless and OriyaSin a common platform and harmonised the 
reintions between the two comuunltiss in Balasore town. 

The active patronage of tha Oriya Language and Oriya 
nationalism by Raja Baikuntka Nath Dey, the domiciled Bengaiee 
ganinders of Balasore also became an import tector in harmo~ 
nising the relation between Bangalees and Orayas in the town., 
Wich the formation of Utkai Sammilen} undsr the leadership of 
the Cuttackbased lawyer Madhusudan Das Cuttack became the 
ncopye=centre of Oriya movement, as Cuttack was the headeouartcr 
of Orissa division, baving the only college (Ravenshaw College) 
of tha division and the most important newspaper in Criya 
language, i.e. Utkal Dipika- Under the circumstances, Balesuar 
Lolivued the lead of the Cuttack intelligentsia in respcet of 
the Oriya movement. 

tka DAL: 

The language movement took another turn 4. e. unifying 
the Oriya tracts. Even in 1676, Shyamananda Te, Bichitrananda 
Das sent a nemorondum to the Lt. Governor of Bengal fcr union 
under a single administration of oll the scattered Oriya tracts. 


This was the first nom-ofiicial proposal for, such a groat nove. 
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On 20th June 1895, a memorial was submitted to Lord 
Elgin, the Viceroy of India by Utkal Sabha that the denial 
of speaking publie mectings in this regard vere held at 
Balasore, Sembalpur, Puri and Parlakhenundi. 

Por the unification of Oriya speaking tracts, agitation 
begen when ' Oriya’ was excluded from the court language of 
Sambaipur. It spread a wide contenpt throughout orissa. on 
10 May 1895, a meeting held under the Presidentship of Madhu» 
gudan Das passed a resclution to unite all Oriya-speakihg 
tracts. 

Madhusudan Das started Oriya Graduates and under gra- 
duates Assceintion which however fought for the cause of 
survival of Oriya langunge. The move for the survival had taken 
another turn. Now not only the intellectuals but these Associa- 
tions of Orissa hy eres toosafeguard the interest of the Oriya- 
speaking people ån the border A of Orissa. In April 
1003, Fakir Mohan Senapati attended the first meeting of Ganjam 
National Conterence held at Berhempup. - This conference pre- 
pared the greund for the first sessiun o Utkal Union Conference 
which uas held at Cuttack in Decenber 1005. 

In 1903 many not able persons) Like Hadtiusudan Das, Fakir 
Mohan Senapati, Gopal Chandra eraharad nende Shore Bal, 


Krushna Chandra) Chowdhury, Gopabandhu, Dash, pti. Basudeb 
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Lavyatirtha, Raghunath Rav, Rona Chandra Das mot ot Puri 
for unsficaticn of uriya trects acder one edninistraticn. 
ga Geeonbez 1903, the Ubial bnd cn Gonferencre vas 
organised in Gubtogke Racdhanath Ray cf Sapa, Bolasgore cunrecud 
the inangarel song of Utkal Samailani. Badkuntha Kath Toy 
seconded a propegal for unden of Criya~spentiing treets ubich 
he seat carlicr in 1902. Thereafter sene branches of Uthal 
Union Tonference were sbarted in the Balasore dag le! as in 
other Grdya=sneaking tracts, 43 
In 1910, the District Connittess sf Utkel Union 
fonfercnce wire oveanisod ot Balasore, Suttcek, uri res, crtivoly 
after tha 7th fessiun of Utkal nion n. ene hold at Cuttach 


in Teceaber 1910. S 


un ga Tecember 1971, the province of Bihar and rA 
cans inte cxistenss. Alter such constitaticn of the prevines 
Lord Garnon sold in the Muuto of Jesds: "What is the guod of 
Grissa being tied te the toil of Bihar where tbere is no afii- 
tity of Laaguage ond pacan, 47 

In 1972, the Netiinal Jonfevonse of Lalegere in its 
Jenuary Sessien pagsed sone resolutions. Thus “the analjia~ 
ban of ali Orlya-smcaking tracts and pleelng then under 
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tn 20th April 1915, Ananta Mishra, the roving missionary 
of Utkal Union Conference organised a meeting at Balasore. The 
meating was presided over by Fakir Mohan Senapati. rrom Balasore 
Ananta Mishra went to Sambalpur and from there he returned to 
Bhadrak. On 15th Moy 1915, he organised a meeting at Dhannasar 
which was presided over by Moulana Abdul Mchamaed., Hindu-lluslin 
unity wos stressed in the meeting. On 17th May 1915,he beid 
another meeting at Agarpara. There Harekrushna Maktab, the 
minor Zamindar of Agarppara shoved keen interest in the acti- 
vities of Utkal Union Conference. Thence Ananta Mishra proceeded 
to Ganjam.'49 S. 

In 1916 in the 12th Session of the Utkel Union Conference 
convened at BRalascre-Bhadrak in Permit Kothi cn December 29 
under the chairmonshin of Raja of Manjusha and a sub- Om fee 
was formed, 0 ft aneinded Madhusudan Pas, Raja Rejendra 
Narayan Bhanja Deo of Konika, Braja Sundar Das, Sudam Charen 
Nayak. The teth Session demanded a separate administrative 
unit for all Oviyaespeaking tracts, teahiog of Oriya in the 
Patna university - introduction of Oriya language in the ¢curts 
of Singhbhum and Ganjam, setting up of an engineering schow), 
opening of H. KA. and B. L. classes in tavenshay Ccllege, ostab- 
lishment of a Sanskrit College at Puri, beginning of a project 


F 


for a post in Orissa and the revivel of Sait Industrios. |?! 


E 


1498 Kl Sal Landl. Precee dings Fa,erse 


150 Bachelors of Ats + The Oriya Movement, 1919, p.585. 
= i 


| 


ibid., p. 335-336. 


240 


tn 1917, Fakir Mohan Senapati the father of modern 
Oriya litercture ubo had fought all along for the cause of 
identity of Oriya language, presided over the thirteenth 
session of Utkal Union Conference held at Cuttack In March 
1918. Most of the cariier demands were reitereted at the 
Cub beck Conference. Ta 1919 with Gopabandhu Dash in the chair, 
resolutions vore passed in the 14th Session of Utkal Union 
Conference for unification of Oriya trocts into one province 
and €eclaretion of Oriya as court language. In May 1920, the 
detivities of Raja Baikentha Nath De vere appreciated in 


gškal Unlon Conferences 


Balosore National Society snd 
Gropth of ational Consciousness: 


wopth oF 

Like Oriya Association or Utkal Sabha another associa- 
tion celled Balasore National Society was formed at Balasore. 
Balasore Town Yall =~ On behalf of Balasore National Society 
ats President B., Dey accorded hearty welcome to Sir Rivers 
Thompson Lt. Governor on the opening ceremony of ney Town 
Hall and Public Library on 30 November, 1885. The meeting was 
presided over by the Lt. Governor. The hall and library vere 
named alter Kristo Das fal Memorial Hall, a notable journalist. 
Ine sucicty which represented the notable personalities of 


Ro 
152 Since then 


urban and rural arcas uas esteblished in i879. 
it had taken up issues of local and nacional incerest fcr 

duscussions Even ehough its meetings vere regularly heid inside 
the campus of Balasore Zilla School with the permission of said 


authority, the members felt the need of permanent building of 


152 4 
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the association for which Hall of Sceiety! was erected and 
called Eristcdas Pal Memorial Hall. Shyamananda De was the 
patron and Adviser of the Society. The estimate of the 
building and the library vas Rs.16,000/= for vhich 911 attempts 
were made to raise public subscription. The hall and library 
was to bs-cslied the Kristo Das Pal Memorial Hall and Library [55 
The neus of this happening came out in 'Englishman' by its 
oun correspondent from Balasore. 

The series of association that tended to promote the 
Oriya language before the end of 19th century showed the 
awakening of the people. Members of Balasore National Scciety 
used to attend the National Congress regularly. National 
Society of Balasore nominated Baikuntha Nath De, Bhagwan Chandra 
Das and Remcsh Chandra Mandal as delegates to the 2nd Session 
ef Indlan National Congress at Calcutta in 1886. After their 
return Balasore people accorded them warm ovation. 

The third Session of the Naticnal Congress held at 
Madras in 1887 vas attended by Ramesh Chandra Mandal, the 
deicgate of Balasore National Society. (1) cn behalf of the 
Notional Socicty Ramesh handra Mandal, Bhagwan Chandra Das 
and Abdus Sobhan Khan attended the bourth Session of the 
Congress held at Allhabad ia 1088. The 1596 Calcutta Sessicn 
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Utkal ee 17 December, 1887. 
155 Tad, 8 December, 1888. 


of the Congress was attended by Renesh Chandra Handal. 6 
In 1898 Fakir Mohan Senapati, the famous Oriya novelist 
attended the Congress Session in Madrasa as the delegate 
of the National society. 87 

In 1907 as the delegates of National Society Bhagwan 
Chandra Das, Upendra Chandra Ray, Lalit Mohan Sarkar and 
Birendra Kumar Mandal attended the Congress Session in 
Calcutta. 188 In 1903 Bhagbat Prasad Mohapatra and J.Chosal 
attended the Congress Session in Madras as the delegates of 
National Socicty« 

In 1905 in protest against the partition of Bengal, 
the Bengalees launched the Swadeshi Movement to annul the 
partition of Bengel by means of boycott of British goods 
and promotion of indigenous industries. This novensnt had 
its impact on Balasore tem. 159 

In a crowded mecting held in the Balasore Town Hall 
under the chairmanship of Abdus Sobhan Khan, the people 
including Zamindars and lawyers, resolved to use indigenscus 


goods, 0 Another meeting was held in the Barabati School in 


1885 port of tbe Indian National Congress, 1895. 


r 
187 baklr Mohan Senapati Granthabali, Vol. I., p. 181. 
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160 %a Dipika, 16 September, 1905. 


which Fakir lohan Senapati, Karunakar Sahuaand Daitari Das 


161 


urged the people to use Indigenous goods. Gonsequently, 


a tendency to use indigenous goods, particularly cloths uas 


noticed among the people. 162 


Ey the beginning of the chenbieth century, there wore 
two streams of political consciousness in Balasore as in the 
gest of Orissa, eSa, the Congress Movement and the Oriya 
Nationallst Movement. The articulate domiciled Bengalees of 
Balasore town seem to have taken keener interest in the 
natvioaniist movenent than their Oriya counterparts. Raja 
Balkuntha Nath De, the domiciled Bengelee Zanindar was,however, 
an exception. He took interest both in the Oriya movement as 
well as the nationalist movement. His interest in the Oriya 
movement appears to be greater than bis interest in the nationa- 
dist movement. In 1902, he sent a memorandum to Lord Curzon, 
the Viceroy Lor the unification of Oriya tracts, 168 On 7 larch 
1905, he attended the mecting convened at Cuttack by Haharaja 
Shriram Chandra Bhanja and Madhusudaa Das to discuss the problem 
of merger of Oriya tracts, 3 Fakir Mohan Senapati, though a 
staunch protagonist of Oriya nationalism had also taken keen 


interest in Congress nationalism. He attended various sessions 


161 rusotten Kar, Indian Nationel Congress and Orissa 
(1885-1936), p. 58. — 
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of the Congress. After the formation of Utkel Union Conference 
the Oriya latelligentsia inerveasingly turned their attention to 
1 aad developed a tendency to keep aloof from the Congress 
setivities. Madhusudan Das himself though a pioneer of Congress 
naticnalism ln Orlssa became disenchanted with Congress and 
concentrated himself heart and soul on Utkal Union Confererce. 
Gontribution to unification of Griya tracts has been aptiy 
quoted thus: "Phe resolation which has been so ably moved is 

of supreme importance. ke have always been emphasising it since 
1902. lie have felt it. This movement proceeded from Raja Baikuntiia 
Nath De Bahadur, This was follcved by a memorial - a Viceroy's 


proposal vas nipped in the bude, 88 


6 | 
(Oop that Bamillani proceedings, pa65 (O. l. A). 


G R æ 
THE NWATIONALIOT MOVEMENT 
(GANDETAN DRA) 
Though from its inception the Indian National Congress 
vas attended by delegates from Orissa, yet there vas practi- 
cally no Congress organisation in Orissa in 1920 uhen Mahatua 


t There were tuc 


Gandhi Launched the Non=cocoperaticn Movement. 
reasons, general as Vell as particular, which would account 
fer the absence of Congress organisation in deiwa at the 
commencement cf Gandhian era in Indian pclitics. First, the 
pre-Gandhian Congress had ho organisation at the grass root 
level, it was more or less an annual fair, attended by sel- 
constituted representatives. Secondly, so far as Orissa was 
concerned, Madhusuden Das, the towering and unchallenged 
political leader of Orissa in pre-Gandhian era had turncd avay 
from the Con,ress, being unable te raise the question of uni- 


fication of Griya tracts in the Congress platz or a But after 


In. K. Mahtab, Dasabanser Ovissa, pp. 8-11. 


2 
Nivedita Mohanty, Oriya Nationalism ¢ for 
Orissa 136619364; De 92, Hahanty has narrated an interview 


bestueen Madnusudan Das and Surendra Usth Bannerji whieh tock 
place zn the Grand Hotel of Calcutta in 1902. In that intervicu 
Madhusudan recuested Bannerji to raise Orissa question in the 
Congress platform. The latter turned doun the formerts request. 


Cw t 


the first World War, because of the impact of var situation, 
war time slogans, the passing of repressive Rowlatt Acts 
by the Britash Government and the Jalianawallah Bagh massacre 
in the Punjab, a wave of naticnalism swept over the whole country. 
Orissa was no exception, At this stage Mahatma emerged as the 
deader of the Congress, and called upon the Congressmen te start 
agitation against the British Government along the lines of 
non-violent non»cooperation. In Orissa Gopabandhu Des, the young 
Lawyer of Puri emerged as the pioneer of the naw naticnal cons- 
eLousness. Under his leadership the people of Balasore as in 
the rest of Orissa Plunged into the Non=cooperation movement. 
iat Cong on at cyt 2 

Early in September 1920, the special session of Congress 
held at Calcutta adopted Gandhi's programe of Non=-vlolent, 
Hon=cooperation against the British Government, From Crissa 
Gopabandhu Das attended this Congress as the pioneer of 
Gandhian nationalism. From Balasore district, this session 
was attended by Harekrushna Mahtab and Nandakishore Das, both 
of vkon later on emerged as the prominent leaders of the 
Congress movement in Orissa, Mahtab was at that time a student 
of the B. A. Class in Ravensheu Jollege at Cuttack. He attended 
this Congress session as a delegate of Bharati Mandir, an ata- 
denice club of some nationalisteminded students of the Ravenshaw 
College.” Nanda Kishore Das was a student of M. A. Class in the 


3 
sabanser Orissa 218-19. 
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Caleoutta Usiversity when the special session of Congress was 
held at Cut tack. 


Union 


Uegpur Consress and Utkal Union 
Confersnceiin Chakragharpur: 


The annual session of Congress, held at Nagpur in 
December 1920, once again adopted Gandhits Non-cooperation 
resolution. This session was attended by 27 delegates from 
Orissa. From Balasore it was attended by a legrl practitioner, 
named Mukunda Prasad Das (wuko played an important role in the 
nationalist movement in Orissa and became the first Speaker 
of Orissa Legislative Assembly). Das also attended the” 
'thakradharpurt session of Utkal Union Conference which vas 
held immediately after the Congress session of Nagpur. The 
Chakradharpur session of Utkal Union Conference accepted the 
goal of Congress, decided to merge its identity zn the Congress, 
and resolvet to carry on the movemens for Sara! (or self- 
government) as wall as the merger of Oriya tracts through the 
Congrese organisation. 


Qrgonisation of Raiasore District 
Congress. Comittee: 


Tha Nagpur Congress allowed the Orissa Congressmen to 
constitute a seperate provincial Congress committee for tho 


Oriya tracts, even though Orissa was not a separate provinces 


Wee 


anda Kishore Dag, "Yo Tiban 0 danjela Kahani, p. 18. 
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Early in 1921 the Utkal Provincial Congress Committee 
(hereafter U. b. 0. 3.) was organised under the presidentshlp 
of Gopabandhu Das. The districts of Balasore, Cuttack, Puri, 
Angul, Seambaipur, Singhbhum in the province of Bihar and 
Orissa, and the district of Ganjam in the Madras presidency 
constituted the jurisdiction of the newly constituted Utkal 
Pradesh Congress Committee. The U. P. O. C. entrusted the orga= 
nisation of Congress in the diftercnt districts to different 
personas. Harekrushna Mahtab, a member of U. P. C. C. was given 
the responsibility of organising Congress in uhe Balasore 
district. 

The Balasore district Congress Committees was formed 
on 10 ABEL 1921 with Bipin Bihari Das as the President and 
Harekrushna Mahtab as the Secretary. Mahtab entrusted the 
organisation of Congress in different areas of Balasore 


district to different persons in the folloviog manner; © 


Banchhanidhi Mohanty ~ Bhadrak Subdivision. 

Surendra Fath Das ~ Balasore p. 8e and Ronuna P. 8. 
Nandakishore Das — Soro P. 8. 

Nilambar Das i 


1 Basta, Balaipal and 
Krushna rrasad Mahapatrat Singla PeSe 


Karunakar Panigrahd § 


~ Jalesvar and Bhograk PeSe 
Biswanath Hota i 


Neh ab Ccadbanar Pathe. Dp. 42-44; Interview with Bhairab 
Sintra Mahapatra, the Getegenerian Congressman, 28. 8.66. 


Bhairab Chandra Mahapatra remained in charge of the Congress 
oifice at Balasore. A centre of Congress activities in the 
district was opened in the Balasore toune This was called 
Svaraj Mandir (mesning tompie of freedcm). In other places 


of Orissa such centres were called Svaraj Ashrams. 


The Congress Movement soon became quite popular anong 
the people of the district through the dedleated efforts of 
a number of young Congressmen. Surendra Noth Das and Muhammed 
Hanif resigned from the posts of police sub- Inspector and 
exeise Sub-Inspoctor and whole~heartedly joined the Non- 
cooperation Movement. Mahtab discontinued his studies in the 
Ravenshow college. bith an H. A. degree Prom the Calcutta undvor- 
sity, Handa Kishore Das’ dia not seek any enploynent under the 
Goveinment and chose the hard life of a nationalist worker. 
Banchhanidhi Mohanty, the nationalist poet discontinued his 
icegal studies. He roused a great deal of nationalist fervour 
not only as a freedom fighter but also through his songs and 
poems which became quite popular. Bhairab Chandra Mahepatra® 
left the Ravenshaw College in March 1927, wont to Saduket 
Ashram and returned to Balasore after three months to carry 
on the Non-cooneration Movement. Upendra Panda and Subodh Dey 


left college to join the movement. Students notably Nllambar Das 


? interview on 8.1.86. 


Stnterview in MNalikaspur residente on 2622.86 3 
Bastern Times, November 8, 1980. 


and Diswanath Hota, left the schools and joined the movement. 
Gandhi's Visit: 

Mehatma Gandhi came to Orissa in March 1921. Ne reached 
Bhadrak on 25 Mareh 1921. At Bhadpak, he addressed three 
meetings.” In his address to the people he exhorted them to 
boycott foreign cloth and institutions, establish national 
schools and arbitration courts, spread Khedj, and give up 


10 Gandhits message of noneviolence and fearlessness 


intoxicants. 
appealed to the masses. H. K. MNahtab writes how the people rgs- 
ponded to Gandhits appear "The very word 'Swvaraj' (moaning 
self-government), uttered by him, created a ray of hope in 
their gloomy hearts. His repeated denunciation uf the British 
Government as the satanic government roused a spirit of fear- 
dessness among the people. Through his message of non-violence 
tne people could discovor their hidden strength. That strength 
was the uncontrollable strength of the mesk and mild poople, 
Nobody coula even dream that the people who were so 10 y; 
inactive, lifeless and cova:dly a few months back would suddenly 
become active and bright. 1? 

From 6 April to 13 April 1921 the Jolianvallah Bagh 


week was observed in a feaceful manner throughout the district. 


f. K. Mahteb - Gandhi 0 Odisha, p- 16. 
Wo oqiected orks of Mahatma Gandhi, Vol. TI.; pp. 474-5. 


MWieterview with Lakhman Kamila an oetcgsnerian freedcm 
fighter of Resuna on 11.1.86. 
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The circulation of the nationalist newspapers and 
perlodicals such as Samal (the Oriya weekly brought out by 
Gopabandhu Das); Samachar Darne ant, Ananda Bazar 
Patrika and Suarniva Samachar ronsed and sustained the spirit 

— 


of nationalism anong the people. i ad; the uriya 
translation of Mahatma Gandhi's Indian Home Rule by Kruttibas 
Nanda Sarangi became quite popular among the people. Some poons 
on Mahatma Gandhi such “Mohan Bansi (the enchanting flute), 
composed by Banambar Das and Gandhi Mahatma", composed by 
Jagabandhu Singh gave a lobt of thrill and inspiration to the 


pe ople » 


Drang 

P ideas were popularised through thectres 
and operas. Ab the request of H. K. Mahtab and Nilambar Das, 
Mukunda Das Drama party staged at Balascre such nationalist 
plays as 'Prisont, "Adopted Soni and Prince . Krushna Prasad 
Basu Opera nerty staged its plays at Ertal and Basta. Mytho- 
Logical plays on Kansa and Prahlad were staged. The fight 
between the god and the demon in these plays symbolically 
represented the fight between the nationalist forces and 
alion rule. These plays had tremendous impact on the mass 
mina. 3 


"Sendra Prasad Mohapatra, a gamindar of Sinduri vas 


supplying canopy for drama partye 


The Gandhian programas of Nonecooperatiun had negative 
as Vell as eusitive aspects. The negative aspect of the pro- 
grame consisted in the boycott of British Government, Govcrn} 
nentis ccutrts, Goveranent School, and British goods. The 
positive aspect of the programme ineluded such items as raising 
of subscriptions for Tilak Svaraj Fund, establishment cf nat on- 
al schools, promotion of Khadar and other indigenons industries 
and settlenent of disputes through arbitrations 

There vas an unprecendanted awakening among the rural 
folk. Many of them enrolied thensclves in the Congress and 
contributed to Tilak Swaraj Fund. 

The Coagressmen started hartel before the Balasore Zilla 
Sehool, calling upon the studeuts to leuve the school and join 
the Congress movement. Ivo prominent freedom fighters of Balasore 
district + Eilambar Das and Biswanath Hota discontinued their 
studies in Balascre Zilia school. According te Nilambar Das, 
many others also left the Zilla school at the ceall of congress!* 
atzoaal schools vere.established im Balasore tam, Bhadraly 
Soro. 18 Upendra Panda opened a nativaal schocl at cuamal. E 
To supervise all the national schools of Orissa a naticnal 
university, crlied Utkal Siksha. Parishad vas established with 
Pandit Gopabenchu Das as the President and Nanda Kishor Das 


uf Saroas the Secretary. 


14 nterviet tath the Author on 8.1.86 from 9. 00H to 5.00PM 
at his Soro residence. 
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Boycott of foreign cloth and promotion of Khadar uere 
Sikultaicously cavrled cut. Balasore and Cuttack were the tuo 
tcuns in Orissa, where the boycott of fcreien cloths wag most 
succcssfule Four about one year after the commencement of 
Non-cocperation movement no foreign cloth could come to Balasore 
markée. Subodh Chandra De and Biswanath Hota vho had dase oH, 
nued their studies for joining the Nun-ecoperation movement 
suifsrc¢d a lot because of packctting before fcreign clicth 
Shops, In Balasore nearly 50 Consgressuen were jailed fur carry- 
ing on boycott of Loreign cloths, 17 

The young Congress volunteers dissuaded the cloth 
Chants by all possible means from selling foreign cloth3. 
Sonetimes they prostrated themselves before the bullock carts, 
carrying Loreigh cloths. 

Ga 17 November 1921, a bullock cart carrier of Balasore 
need Ske Baksu, while cariying forcign cloth at night from 
the Balasore Ra 17 station disobeyed the Congress volunteers 
near Balasore jail. In this case for obstructing the transpor- 
taticn of foreign cloth fifteen persons, including H. K. Uahtab, 
Mathura Uchau Behera, Aviram Nanda, Purna Chandra Ray ek and 
Blas rab Chandra liahapabra weec fined Rs.25/~ each (or sentenced 
to fifteen days? imprisonment in case of non=payment of fine) !® 
Burna of foreign cloths was carried out uith religious zoal, 
after Gandhi had burnt a heap of foreign cloths at Bombay in 
the wake of A.I.0,demectings 
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The merchants who sold foreign cloths in defiance of 
the Congress direction vere socially boycotted. They vere 
denied the service by washermen, and barbers and all possible 
help from the villagers. In Jaleswar where boycott of foreign 
cloth was executed ander the direction of Karunakar Penigrahi 
a Marwari cloth nerchant vas boycotted by his workers for 
selling foreign cloths. The workers ceased work in his rice 
mill. Witimacely he had to return all the forcign cloths to 
his whole=-saler in Caleutta, pay a fine to local Congressmen 
and give an undertaking to them for not selling foreign cloths 
for one year, 19 

Boyeott. cf courts and settlement of disputes through 
arbitration was an interesting feature of the Noneeccoperation 
Movement in Balasore district. Because cf the persuasion of 
Congressman in Bhadrak, no Zamindar filed any rent suit against 
the tenants for one year. Banchhanidhi Hohenty played an impor- 
tant role in dissuading the Zanindars cf Bhadrak from filing 
rent sults. Many Gisputes were setcled in the village Panchayots. 
In Shrijang village which is tucnuty kilometres away fron Balasore 
town because cf the efforts of Gour Mohan Das many disputes 
could be settied in that village. 20 In that village even sale 
oL Lands was registered in tho village panchayat. 


9 ey, 
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fhe EEE. of Setticmant: 

Towards the end of 7922, the decision of Government to 
uncertake Land settlenent perturbed the people settlement of 
Lands usually took place after a lapse of 30 years. But the 
pecple were tired of harsh behaviours. of settlement assistants 
and painful increase of tax amount. This was declared in the 
settlemont caupe Settlement work began during harvest period 
op after that. feople had no time to devote for their lands 
in caups. A notice vas issued to the villa ers to attend the 
coup. The Congress Ashram at Balasore took it as an issue. They 
directed the people not to attend the camp. Everybody boycotted 
the canp. Even the (win and camp offieers could not cet place 
to stay. Seetion 144 vas clamped on the area. The Balasore 
Zonindars protested against the policy of the Governuent. Samanta 
Bhagbat Prosad Mohapatra took up the matier to Legisletive Council. 
Camp work was postponed for one year. Mathura Mohan Behera who 
led this agitation vas arrested. 21 
Renressions 
House Burning = Soon after the Non-cooperation movement in 1982, 
house burning became a burning problem in the district as well as 
Orissa. In Balasore Congress workers were accused of burning 
houses. Such an accusation was made by Governnent to create 
misunderstanding among the common mass about Congress workers. 
The sufferers vers. common people. It vas a snare on the part 


of tha police to frighten the common psogle so as to prevent 


“Ipasabarsar Orissa, p· 51. 


them from helping Congress workers as bell as participating 
in the freedom novenent.”” 

Hence to end the panic a joint move das made both by 
Governnent and Congress workers. A Coandttee to protect the 
town was Lormed vith District Yagistrate, Shyamlal Gupta as 


Chairman, Supsrintendent of Police Hudson as Vice-President, 


Harekrushna Mahatab as Secretary and some gentieman as members. 
The members of this joint body controlled the situation. for 

the first time a body of Private and Governrent officials conid 
be formed. 
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Most carious was the rele of Balasore Municlpality in 
1921 in connection with Non-cooperation movement. The Connk~ 
agioners of the Municipality passed a resolution against the 
Noneccoperation movenent in their mecting held at 7.350 A. H. on 
6 April 1921 in the Municipal Qffice. The mecting vas attended 
by Hel. Khastagir, the Chairman, Rai Saheb Bipin Bihari Dey, 
Vice-Chairman, the Superintcndent of Police, Balasore, the 
District Inspector of Schucls, Balasore, the Civil Surgeon, 
Balasore, Rai Saheb Prafulla Chandra Pattnaik, Daitari Prasad 
Das, Manmath Nath Sarkar, Surendra lohan Mitre, Bined Bihari 
Kar, Rajanikanta Patnaik. The resvlution which was adopted in 
pursuance of the Bihar and Orissa Governments! Circular No. 


34-711 of 14 February and March 1921 on Non-coaperation 


Mode 2 2 2 pi $ ppe 57, 88, 40-41. 
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Movement was as follows: "In reference to the Circular sent to 
us by the Government in regard to non=ceoperation movement 
this municipality desires that in view of the fact that portion 
of the non~cooperation movement alms at pataly i sang the present 
Em attending non-cooperation meetiags lest they may be 
infected with the poewSenv". The resolution was moved by 
Narendra Nath Sarkar and seconded by Surendra Mohan Mitra. 
The minielpality also passed another resolution which prohibitod 
its enployees from attending any non=cooperation meeting. Thus 
the members of the municipality stated above went against the 
non=cooperation moverent as well as the spirit of the local 
self-government, as envisa.ed by Lord Ripon.” 
Kanika Agitation: 

A tenant's uprising took place in 1922 in the gamindasy 
of Kanika which comprised parts of Balasore as well as Cuttack 
district. The Cuttack portion was Imnown as 'Chanmukhi! ond 
Balasore portion vas known as tPancharukhi'., 

Raja of Kanika made the price of paddy abnormally high. 
As a result tenants revolted. They were beaten like anything. 
150 persons of Chaunukhi area being handenffcd were taken to 
Cuttack vio Panchamukha, the Balasore Zamindary. This influenced 
the Panchamukhi area. Stich type of operation ereated fear complex 
in Balasore Zamindary which was still calm Afterwards 78 tenants 
of Panchamukhi area were convicted under Section 107 ORPC. Section 
144 was @lamped in Kanika. Chakradhar Behera the leader of the 


240.4 of 1921-22, Proceedings of tho Clause Y, 
Balasore Municipality. 


tenants revolt in Kanika was arrested by the 8. D. O. An old 

non aged 60 vas convicted in the Bhadrak Collectorate. A book 
on Kanika by Banchhanidhi Mohanty was banned. Laxsmi Narayan 
Sahu visited the troubled zone and published in the paper the 
burning isane. S. D. O. passed an order banning any public 
meeting at Bhadrak on Kanika affairs. Then Hudaen was tha Sel. 
of Police. He instructed Mahatab not to hold ny meeting on 
Kenike affairs for which later on Gopabandhu Das and Bhagirathi 
Mohapatra vere arrested. In this connection, High Court gave 
its verdict that it vas a Zamindar tenant conflict rather than 


treason. 
Balasore District Convention 1922 =- Nilawber Das, the octogene~ 


pian freedom fighter told this author in an interview that the 
Balasore District Congress Convention took place in 1922 under 
the leadership of Gcpabandhu Chowdhury .During this perlod nost 

ef the famous Congress Tenders were ching to Balasore to address 
over the Yunetion of Congress Convention. In 1922 most of the 


leaders vere arrested and put inte prison. 


Bastg Conrress Convoytion 1923 =~ In 1923, the District Congress 


ae presided over 


Convention vas held at Basta. Rajkrushna Bose 
the Convention on 22<4=25. Nilambar Das told this author that 

he vas the organiser. Sri Das vas orgonising Congress vork for 
Natiunal liberatioa at the grass root level, He vas assisted by 


Subodh Chandra Dey, Chintamani Mohanty of Basta contributed 


Mahatel k } P. 26% Interview vith B. C. Hohapabra. 
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Rse3,000/= towards Congress conventich. It was also passed in 
the mecting that so long as tax on salt vas not abolished, 
nobody vould take salt. In another resolution 'fricclour Flag! 
was suggested to be honoured by all. Gradually branches of 
Svaraj Ashrams wore established in Basta and Bhandari Pokhari 
and other places. 


Elections to District Board and 


3 lat Co 2 
The Election for Balasore Municipality and District Board 


tw 14272, 
took place. s 


Mahatab took part in it as a part of national work, 
fe became the Chairman of the Board. Johnstone was then the 
Collector cf Balasore. Efforts were made te start union Boards 

at Remuna, Chandbali. Even in Kanika, the Raja's zamindary, the 
Board's vorks vere carried on and influenced the people. The 
tenants of this place wers somewhat relieved! by the interference 
of Board. The Board's activities divulged the Kanika Raja's evaudil 
intent ions. S In 1923 Radheranjan Das and Bhagbat Prasad Mohapacra 
were elected to the Bihar and Orissa Legisictive Council. In 1926 
I. K. Mahatab went to attend Bihar Orlssa legislative Council as a 
representative. As a icgislator he highlighted in the Iegiskative 
Council Raja's inhuman torture on his people. 


eib; Dasobansar Orissa, pp.56, 57. 
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Mabtab's Vorious rable Activities jn Balasore: 

Harekrushna Mahbateb brought out an Oriya weekly paper 
tpragatantrat on 2-10-28 and en English periodical entiticd 
‘Adventure! from Balasore. It wes published from Balasore 
Ashron. Balasore became a hotbed of Hindu Musalman dispute over 
beat of drums in front of Masjid (prayer 041) aht ab was 
always apprehending attack. Hindus were wesker. Mohtab started 
an asscoelaticn of players uith sticks named 'Birastani Akhada 
cup. These players used to worship Sir Hanuman, the devotee 
of Sri Ramachandra of epie, The Ramayan. He was cclossus. After 
such a beginning Hindus were not misbehaved by Muslims in Bal as chỹ 
Fron these deys every year till now such association used to 
denonstrate thelr game with sticks and swords in front of Goddesij, 
Durga in Dasahara festival that takes place ia the month of 
Oe tober. Bhairab Chandra Mohapatra in his interview added that 
Biswanath Hota had played prominent role in organising such an 
assoclation. 

The istrict Congress Conference was held on 23rd May 
1924 in Jalesvar. Karunakar Panigrahi was organising the 


conference. The same year Gopabandhu Dash cene to North Balasore 


20 j 
cb, Sadbanar Pathe, ppe 104-105, Dasabanasar Orissa, p.58. 


J0 interviou with Bheirab Che Mohapatra ( 88 years freedom 
fighter) on 2622.86, 5.7.87 at his liallikaspur Residenec) ; 
Bostern Times November 8, 1980. 


Hereafter Basta also became the venue of another conferences. 
Mahatab organised both these sittings. Nilambar Das exhorted 
all to oxtract salt for their use and sell the same in front of 
Police station. Herekrushna Mahatab, Karunakor Panigrahi, Mathura 
Mohan Behera went to north Balasore via Basta. Polies issued 
warrant against Nilambar Dase Das told that che disguised himself 
do evade the eye of police. He even hid himself in bamboo bushes. 
Sometines be acted as a fisherman to hoodwink the angry and 
cunning eye of police. Khadikepada was a Khandayot populated area 
in north Balasore. De himself bided there and police hed no 
easy access because of their unity. 

Mahstab organised a conference of Primary School Teachers 
at Balasore. Use of Khadi and Spinning were introduced to teachers 


and students, 


— 


In 1926 Utkal Pradesh Congress Committee convened a meeting 
in the Svaraj Ashram of Cuttack. In that mecting Mahatab vas 
elected President to the General Council and dadumani Mangaraj 
as Secretary. Nanda Kishore Das and Bonchhanidhi Mohanty became 
members. 

In 1927 Balasore sufferred mich due to heavy flcod. Bhairab 
Chandra Mohapatra, Upendra Nath Panda, Abhirom Janda and Harekrushna 
Mahatab worked hard to give relief for the flood affected people. 
Agravalla Panchayat; Narwari Relief Society, Gujrat Relicf Society, 
Rankrishua Mission, Bharat Sevasran resched Bhadrak to extend help 
to the distressed, Kews end photoes of such calanity cane out 
in paper. Revs G. F. Andrews brought this matter to the Viceroy 


of Indias?! 


for the flood. C.F. Andrews, Reve Fakkar, Horace Alexander came 


As a result, an Enquiry Committee vas instituted 


to Orissa to help the flood affected people, G. F. Andrews reached 
Bal asore. 32 He stayed in Sveraj Nandir at Balasore for 4 days. 

He was welcomed with sengs composed by Nanda Kishore Das. Ne 

ond members of the Commission and Laxminarayan Saha went through 
the report of Congress workers headed by Mahatab and the Govern~ 


mont report oo. The Congress workers report on the flood was 


accepted. 9 lakhs of rapees came as help. 8 
S Mahet 
G: to Org a 2 


Mahatma Gandhi visited Orissa again on 18th beceuber 1927. 
It vas his second visit to Orissa, He stayed in Charbatla village 
in Bhadrak Subedivision for two days. 

MIAT Rising: 

Around 7928 another rising like that of Kenika raised its 
head in Nilgiri state which is 14 kilometres away fron the Balasore 
town. Like Kanika, a heavy tax was impoced on the people of Nilgiri 
by the Raja on the occasion of his daughter's marriages. This added 
to their previous burden of taxes and other exactions collected 
by the king during the time of hunting (Kheda). Moreover, Nilgiri 
was 80 close to Balasore thet the neus of freedom movement was 
alvays knocking at Nilgiri. Naturally the hardpressed people had 


beeume counselors ef the evils of Rajas 


Stepajotantrn, p- 5, 3.3. 1985. 


32 reado omen Say Vol. IIT, p. 81. 
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wenee the people decided not to pay more tax on account 

of marriage. They started agitation against the tyrannical 
chief. Harckrushna Nehtab was already known in Balasore as the 
able orgeniser of freedom moveneat. People of Nilgiri conmuni-~ 
cated to him their grievances in writing. Mahtab published in 
Prajatantra Press a leaflet titled "Oppression in Nilgiri! cand 
circulated it widely. Consecuently the Raja became more oppressive. 
on the advice of Hahtabs thousands of pecplo left Nilgiri and 
came to Baissors to demonstrare thelr protest against the Raja's 
oppression. Mahtab ventilated this news to Rev. C.F. Andreus. 
Immediately the latter came down to Balosore and saw the refugees 
of Nilgiri calmly waiting. In his book ‘Indians and Simon Commission! 
C. F. Andrews has given the following description of the sufferings 
of the peoplo of Nilgiri: 

"Shortly after the daparture of Mahatma Gandhi from 

Orissa for the Madras Congress about a thousand resl- 

dants of a neighbouring Garjat ran away to Balasore 

with stories of relentless cruelty and oppression 

perpetrated on them. Their allegation vas that the 

Roja was squandering away every thing in luxury, that 

there were no accounts maintained of the rents realised, 

that people's suffering had exceeded all limits and 

rany of them had left the state in search of justice. 

They were waiting at Balasore for months together 

with endless patience which could be compared with 

the patience of John in the Bible.” They vere firm 


5454 stury of Freedo vement in Orissa, p. 100; 
Dasabanser Orissa, peGt. 


350 uoted from Dasabansar Grissa, p.61. 


that they would not return home until their 
sufferings were remedied. At Balasore sume Ware, 
workers had also helped these poor people by saving 
them from starvation". 
C. F. Andrews settled the problem with tha Raja. Raja agreed 
to lift the tax and pay wages properly to the labourers. The 
agitation came to an end. 

In 1929 that the Balasore Municipality election was 
postponed because of tha coming of the Simon Commission which 
had been boycotted by the Congress. The Municipality passed the 
following resolution: "The local self-government be requested 
to postpone the election of the Municinal Commissioners of the 
Bad asore Municipality till the report of Simon's Commission is 
cut.” hes above resolution was passed in the presence of Rai 
Saneeb Bipin Bihari De, President, Narendra Nath Sarkar, Rai 
Saheeb Prafulla Chandra Pattnaik, Vice-Chairaane The Civil 
Surgeon of Balasore, Mrs J. Simon, V. A. J. Underwood, Gyan Ranjan 
Pattnaik, Rai Bahadur Manmath Nath Dey, Manoranjan De, Tona 
Charan Deb Mandal, Moulavi Abdul Geny, Radha Prasana Das, 
Moulavi Sk. Taffayal Lossein. S 
Civil pD 8 ovement: 

The Congress Session held at Inhore towards the end of 
Decencer 1929 declared complete independence as its goal, to 


be attained by non-violent Civil Disobedience Movement. The 


3670.2, Proceedings of an Ordinary Meeting of the 
Commissioners of Balasore Municirality held on Friday 
Sth July 1929 at 8,00A.M. 


i 
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entire nation was excited by this decision of the Congress. 
Everybody waited anxiously for Mahatmats lead. After tvo months 
of silences, Gandhi declared his resolve to start Civil Dis- 
obedZence by breaking salt Laws. On 12 March 1930 at 6.30 Ail 
he started his historic march from his Sabarmati Ashram to Dandi, 
a place on the sea»shore, which was 241 miles away from his 
Ashram to break the salt law by picking up salt left on the shore 
by the sca. Thereafter, he asked cll Indians to break salt law 
openly and prepare themselves for non-violent resistence to 
police actions 
yarat ‘op 2 D die Movements 

fa January 1930, Nanda Kishore Das of sto, Balasore 
resigned from his seat in the Provincial Legislative Council 
Gf Bihar ang Orissa in pursuance of Congress order. 57 

The Third Session of the Utkal Pradesh Congress Comuittee 
vas held at Balasore on 15.3. 30. The necting chose Gopabanchu 
Chowdhury to lead the Civil Disobedience Movement in Orissa. 
He was to finalise the time and place for such campaign. 28 

The freedom moverent took a new shape in 1950, in Balosore. 
This year Hovelerushna | Mahtab who had been giving reception to 
matric exarinees every year at Balasore urged them be ‘participate 
in Salt Movement in Balasore. | 

on 20 March 1930, the Utkal Pradesh Congress Committee 
chose Inchudi, a place in the Balasore seashore which was 


tuenty kilometres! away from the Balasore. town as the place 
| MRP eana RPO SIO j ? ! 
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where the Civil Disobedience Novement would be Launched by 
nanufacturing contraband salt. 

Gopabandhu Chovdhury and Acharjya Harihar Dash were to 
iead a team of Congress Civil resisters to violate salt laws 
at Inchurl carly in April 1930.5 This vas the first batch of 
salt Satyagrehis in Orissa. The list of Satyagrahees are as 
fellows: (1) Acharjya Harihar Das, (2), Murari Tripathy, (3) 
Gunanidhi Mchanty, (4) Madhabenanda Das, (5) Durga Prasad Garb, 
(6) Sadhu Charan Padhi, (7) Gokulananda Mohanty, (8) Gouranga 
Charan Mohanty, (9) Ram Prasad Sahu, (10) Gobinda Chandra, (11) 
Siba Prasad Bhagat, (12) Sudhansu Sekhar Gupta, (73) Biswanath 
Hota, (14) Raghunath Mishra, (15) Udayanath Mohanty, (16) A. H. 
Mohapatra, (17) Kalipad Das, (18) Sridhar Moharana, (19) Bolaram 
Das; (20) Golaknath De, (21) Purna Chandra Bose. 

A meeting was held on the bed of the river Kathjuri in 
Cuttack to give warn send off to the Civil resisters on 5 April 
1950. Gopabandhu Choudhury, Pandit Krupasindhu Hota, Kedarnoth 
Ray, Kishor Hoban Jardar addressed the meeting. On 6 April 1930, 
Gopabandhu Chowdhury*? narched to Inehudi from Cuttack with the 
above 21 Satyagrahis. But after his tuenty miles foot march from 
Cuttack to Balasore, he vas arrested. Thereafter, Acharya Harihar 


Dash headed the expeditions. 


I 


39 precdou Movenent in urissa, Vol. III, p.85; Keport of 
O. D. Movement in Utkal, 25 September 1950, pads, A. I. G. C. letters. 


40 fe port on Civil Disobedience Movement in Utkal, 25 Sept. 
1930, Ded, A. I. C. C. latvicors 3; Report of Satyagraha Movement 
in Utkal, January, 1930-Marchy 1954 «5 Del, A. I. C. C. letters. 


The second batch of 20 Satyagrahis left Cuttack for 
Inchudi on 9 April 7950 under tha leadership of Madan Mohan 
Patt naile 


On 41 April 1930, Jibromji Kothari and Surendra Nath Das 
of Rasalpur were arrested near Inchudi in the village Tundra, 
while they wore preparing the ground for the salt satyagrsha 
at Inchudi, 
sonment each. This arrest on the seit belt of Balusore for the 
first time drew attention of the people of Orissa and created 
stir. 


They vere sentenced to six months rigorous impri- 


Jibramji had come to Belasere after meeting Gandhi. He 
had al readytleernt the technique of extracting sait, He also 
brought some salt. earth with him and showed the device cf 
extracting salt from salty water before police. 

Acharjya Horihar Dash and others coming in evening 
train, reached Bolasorg on the 12th. n Balesorg Permit Kothi 
becune the camp: of Sahyagrahis. 

Accompanied by other Satyagrahis, Acharjya Harihar Das, 
the Sowmander of the Satyagrahi regiment walked on foot from 


Balasore to Inchud on 13 April to commence the violation of 


28 nenori, on Givil Disobedience Movement in Utkal, 
Saptember, 1950, Pety Ae I. 3. C. labters. 


bee ht Khothi vas che first Salt Office of the British 


Government in the provinec.It was the passage through which 
articles of trade nere permitted to leave the port and enter 
inland aiter due serutiny by the customs officer. Tt is in 
front of Government Hospital. At present it is a rice mill 
and) the adjacent field is calied permit field. Balasore 
Zilla School Souvenir, 1853. 


268 


salt laws. He gave prior notice” 3 to the district authority for 
such a move. He was given tumultuous reception by the villagers 
on the chartered route in this freedom march. It was similor 
to Gandhi's Dandi march. He was arrested with others at 8.00A.11. 
on 13 April whem he broke the salt law by pieking up a handful 
of salt earthe Police made lathi chapge on Satyagrehis.** 
According to Bholanath Dash, an octogenaricn of the 
Srijung village who was present when cher) a Harihar Dash was 
arrested by the police. 9 4 to 5 police men were engaged to 
control one Satyagrahi.e The Satyagrahis did not open their fists. 
It became difficult for the policemen to control them. One old 
man called Binod Choudhury who did uot give salt earth to police 
was beaten merciicssiy. Even police exercised sker power by 
pressing their boots on the legs and hands of the Satyasrohis. 
The old mon Bined Chaydhury was thrown into a diteh. This was 
dene in the presence of an Indian Superintendent of Police 
named Rabbe S His courage and love for nother-land was so supreme 
that this ernelty became meaningless to him, The old man did not 
leave the salt sarthe The police officers were very ernel vhile 
behaving vith the Satyagrahis. Police started throwing the salt 
earth collected Fron the Satyagrehis. But the Satyagrohls tried 


45. port on Civil Disobedience Movement in Utkal, 
25 September, 10505 Pedy AeI.CeCeLatters. 
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to collect the samc. In spite of the obstruction of police, 
Satyagrahis extracted salt from salt earth in many camps." 
The Congress volunteers also Sold this contraband salt in 
Balasore town and other places. 

Reoressive Measures h 22: 

At first the nolice dissuaded the peuple from taking part 
in the Civil Disobedienes Movement. They also called the Satya- 
gr his bad names in order to irritate them. Police also broke 
salt pots, destroyed salt pans, assuited volunteers, police also 
made lathi charges. They also twisted the satyagrahis uris TB, 8 
threu them on the ground, trampied them under boots. They alsd 
arrested and detained the Satyagrahis in the hot sun without 
providing them any food. Police also tried to snatch away the 
salt earth from the hands of Satyagrahis which they refused to 
give. Police adooted the method of catébing two hands of Satya~ 
grahis from behind. Sometimes urine vas poured on Satyagrehls. 
Sometimes they were left unconscious, wounded without getting 
any aid. Sometimes they were dragsed to police station like dead 
animals, blood flowing on roads. An old lady of eighty was 
essulted by polies while requesting the police to free her son. 
on 13.4. 30 while one Nong an Aohenty uas carrying tbrine! 
to Balasore from Inchudi was beaten with batten by European 


Sergent and constables. 


*’satyagraha, pp.65, 624, Collected Works of Gandhi. 
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Setyagrabis used to stay for salt extraction in the 
field from the morning up to 18 Ofeleck in the afternoon. 
They always struggled hard till they vere in senses or 
nad not lose their last bit of strength to keep the sacred 
sait safe and there-hy save the honour of the country. 50 
BArterenk- Regiments of Civil Rasistsrs: 

From 13 April 1930 regiments of civil resisters fron 
ali over Orissa Swarmed to Inchudi. The place drew the atten- 
tion of all. This vilia.s became the selected field where all 
wanted to break salt law. The Collector, S. P. and armed police 
had camped there earlier. On 13 April 1930, the Satyagrahis of 
Srd regiment care from Puri and fourth bateh of Satyagrahi cane 
from Cuttack to Inchudi.”! satyagrahis on behalf of Utkal 
District Cormittee from Ganjam, Sambalpur, Baripada cane to 
Inchudi.s These teams bore different names, The groups of Cuttack 
bore the name of tLonha Stamba Bahini’ and of Puri 'Patitapaban 
Bahinit. The District Congress Committee of Jamshedpur” also 
sent its team of civil resisters to Inchudi. Some Gujaratis 
from different parts of Orissa also joined this movement.” 
children, women, youngmen and olamen jumped emotional ly into 
such a colossal call for the liberation of their motherland. 
nnd 13 villages OE néuEby places joined this movement. 
Numbers of volunteers multiplied. 


50 port of Salt Campaign, peð, AppendlxeG, A.1.C.C-otters; 
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While the police continued its policy of rapression, 
the people reacted to it by scelally boyeotting tha Government 
officials. The oificers who had earlier camped there could 
not get rice, Iire-wood, water etc, from the villages. They 
were bound to carry these things fron the town. In these 
adverse situation, fhe officers had to carry back ail their 
duggages to born. This is how police and officers suffered. 

Salt belongs to saa. Peoples of Balasore villages in 
coastal belt always used to extrect In earlier days. On the 
other hand Government realised enormous amount of money fron 
an exeise tax on salt. Afterwards the Indian people vere 
denied by the Pritish Government the right to extract salt. 

Gandhi had decided to launch Satyagraha on the issuc 
of salt, because it was everybody's food from the poor to 
the rich. Ee wanted te femonstrate that it was the birthright 
of every Indian to extract salt, the nature's gift. Hence, 
salt lewo vere to be broken. Inchudi sea beach was an ideal 
site for salt manufacture. When the waves of the sea receded 
from the seashora, store up sea water became available in 
thousands of acres, vwhich everybody extracted. People broke 


the salt lav by picking up salt left on the seashore’. 
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The people in the surrounding villages of 120hadz- 
extended all possible help and cooperation to the Satyagrahis. 
Tachndl became a place of pilerimage, Feople visited the spot 
with food stuffs for the Satyagrehis. They supplied rice, 
vegetables, ghas and other consumable articies. Thea chief 
Organisers of Civil Disobedience used ta send a Iimited number 
of Satyagrahis, to lead mass operations daily, and ho depute 
others in batches to neighbouring villages for propoganda and 
opening of neu centres for manufacture of salt. 

Cn 15 April the action of police became most brutal. 
They broke the salt manufacturing en then pots such as 
thoiling brine?! and the earthen pots for cocking rice used 


for Sivil Resisters in Inchudi. This was done in freut of the 


District Magistrate and Superintendent of Police, Balasore who 
were both Indians having 120 constables uitu them. 
SaLys 


Tougrds the Last part of April 1930 about 21 centros 
uere opened for breach of salt law in the seashore of 
Balesors risht from South to north. These were organised by 
the Satyagvabia. Salt Satyagzeha was carried on at various 
other places such as Hasalpur, Srijang, Sardhanpur, Bhimpur, 
Tundra, Kuanrpur, (Gadu, Rad bal; Salagaon, Boita, Kharang, 
Kharsagahapur, Abhizabpal, Brahamapur, Manderi, Bachheda, Broms 
Panchapada, Ratel, Saxatha; parikh’..°° These places remained 
under the leadership of Karunakar Panigrahi, Na. TLamba Das, 
Mathura Hoban Behera. 


— 


SS report of Gad. Moverent in Utkal, 285 Septenber 1930, 
ess Ae TaCels letters 3 AE Diniks, 21 June, 1930, h 
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Not only call to disobey salt law vas enough, the 
procedure to apread the practice vas taken up by cne or two 
picdged Civil Resisters with determination who extended help 
to the village people to break salt law. They also collected 
such solt for their day te day use. ON 234-30, 75 Satyagrahis 
were lathi charged vhen at that time "tuo Aeroplancs vere seen 
hovering over the seenen, 58 

The wave of salt movement tonched cntire shore of 
Balasore ssa coast. Notice was served to the D. M.; Balasore 
that Sctyagrchis vould observe Satyagraha in Saratha (east of 
Haladipada market). Karunakar Panigrahi, Hlambarx Das, Biswanath 
Hota, Bhagabat Sabu began to continue this action along the 


888 coasta”? 


Biswanath Hota, Narendra Nath Jena, Bhagabat Sahu 
vent to Saratha to extract salt from salt carth and thereby 
broke salt Law. It was 1.00 A. H. on 20 April. Police arrested 
Karunakar Panigrahi ond Mathura Monan Behera and village Chief, 
Chintamani Mohanty, Medhusudan Das on the Sartha sait bed. 
Nilambar Das and Karunakar Panigrahi were sentenced to 
one year imprisonment and others 6 months. Government vanted 


to frighten the Satyagrahis and villagers, 


SExenort of C.D. Movement in Utkal, 25 September 1930, 


p.67 4 J. G. C. letters. 


oo Satvagraha, Collected works of Mahatma Candhi, 
pés T 


It vas Mahatma Gandhi's direction to include tha boys 
belou the age of 16 in disobedience movement, because of the 
shortage of volunteers to carry on the strugele. Students 
left their studies being influenced by this movement. They 
wore Gajendra Nath Sahu, Rabindra Mohan Das, Nityananda 
Mohapatra, Ashetra Hohan Raul, Gourgopal Das. They enrolled 
themselves as Batyagrahis. 

Role. 9 3 

A number of women belonging to the villazes in tha 
vicloivy of Salt Setyagraha centres jcinad the Satyagraha. 
Rama Devi ond Melati Dev led the first batch of woman Satya~ 
grabls who manufactured contraband salt at Inchndi on 20 April 
1930, Both of them cztracted salt in tuo separate cemos along 
with village woren, On 21 April, 30 women of Kuamrpur village 
near Inehudi threw themselves heart and soul into the Satyagraha. 
Among them Ambika, Annapurna, Uma, Satyabhora become famous. 
The vonon Satyagrahis also sold salt. Being jnspired by them 
in different carpe thousands of villagers broke the salt law. 
Gouri Devi, the wife of Surendra Neth Das, wes the first lady 
to extract salt fron earth in a woven afecy biering coenchshell. 

On 22 April, 60 ladaes from different neighbouring 
villagos of Inehudi such as Tundra, Deira, Kuanrpur, Kulican, 
Rasalpur, Srijung, Bhimpur joined the salt Satyagraha. In toto 


20 maunds of salt was extracted by them. 


nl 


One port of Satyagraha Movenent in Utkal ~ January, 
1930-375 pals A- I. J. C. Iotters. 


279 


Satyagraha brought some dramatic changes in the life 
style of vormen. Women cane cut of their seclusion to take 
part in the freedom struggle alongwith nan. 'Hundres of 
enthusiastic women of all classes and communities discarded 
the age old pardah to greet and receive the Satyagrahis when 
they passed hear or through their villages", This was most 
encouraging in an hour when song cf tne soll were courting 
arrest and physically tortured for their motherland.” nhen 
all the leading men vorkers were put into prison, women filied 
the responsible position and though quite new in the field 
carried on the fight most ably and enthuslastically"...." 
wonen worked more strenuously and bore greater hardships 
than many of the men leaders could have done u. Y 

Although a considerable number of vomon took part in 
the Salt Satyagraha, only five of them vere prosecuted. They 
were Sarala Devi, Chandramani Devi, Sunamani Devi, Maloti 
Devi, Rama Devi. Besides them one old lady also courted 
61 In 
Bhadrak Subdivision of Balasore such as Eram, Athilabag area 


arrest for breach of salt law in Balasore sea coast. 


hundreds of buchen and volunteers vere assulted by police. 


Police disperased their modesty = 


59 port of Satyagzaha Hvorenk in Utkal, Jan,; 1930 
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Report on Salt Campaign, 7930, Appendix-C, pp. 5-6. 
A. T. G. C. letters, 


Shavlis Bere Episode: 
Most heart vending incident of police brutality tock 

place at the viliege Siuduri, 2 miles to the south of Balasoro 
toun on 25 April 1930. On thet dey 300 villagers and Satyagrahis 
were carrylag some mannds of contraband salt from Inchudi to 
Balesore (On present salt road’? named after such salt moverent) 
Satyagraha camp at Permit Kothi, they were stopped at a placo 
called 'Chauliabarat©* 


police attack. The following description of police brutclities 


near Sinduri village. Then followed 


has been given in A. I.G. C. file; 

"Tt wag about 2 GtClock in the mid-day. The sun was 
buruoing high and the way was entirely sandy. Voluntcers and 
the villa,ers wore all coming hungry and thirsty after the 
whole day's operations, but vere ali on a sudden attacked by 
a force of armed constanie headed by Police Officers, the 
Bub-Divisional Magistrate and the 8. P. These covards had a 
preneditated plan to suddenly attack the Sstyagraha party and 
teach them a lesson, They therefore concealed themselves behind 
sone thoray bushes called *KIA' and suddently attacked the 
party fron behind. The beating was merciless, so horrible 
and so inhumen that words cannot describe them. They vere 
trampled by the police whe had (hobb nailed) amzunition boots. 
Out of a ercud of 300, 60 persons became senseless, more than 


half EE 


Dee ian bom holon hum to brode Parti 
6475 Oriya Rice is called Chaul, Mere rice purchase Ae W Sen 
and sale vas done. Bara means Banyan tree. Co habh, 


SSperort on Salt Campaign, Appendix-d, P. 4, A.- I. C. d. letters. 
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It was very surprising that tthres or four lorry 
loade of orned police! attacked these unarmed Setyagrahis. 
The Police not only used freely lathis, rists, bettens 
but dragged the Satyagrahis by their legs. Satyagrehis stocd 
firm even though police rained blow after blow over them. 88 

4 The villagers of Sindnfl and Keshi cane running to the 
epot with vater and food and first-aid to save the thirsty, 
wounded Civil Resistcrs. Une old man of the village nared 
Brundaban Senapati told this author that his sacred thread 
ceremony nas being observed on that day. Naturaliy water rice 
in plenty could be available whieh could save thirsty Satya- 
67 WOES barrica seeretly for aid towards the pond side 
of late Ramanarayan Mohapatra a Zamindar of the area. These 


who helped were Musi Nani (Lady); Narendra Senapati, Rana- 


gvahis 


narayan Mohapatra, Gajendra Senapati, Gadadhar Senapati. 

Plot ces vere also taken during such incident. The situation 
becaue so tense that a clash seemcd inevitable. But exemplary 
non-violence of the villazers controlled the situation. The 
Superintendent of Police ordered retreat. 88 The author in 
his visit saw a big palm tree standing as a mute testimony 

of the heart-rending incident. 


66. pt of Satyagraha Mouvement in Utkal, Jane 1950 
March 1931, 


„ atervlen with Brundaban Senapati on 18.8. 87, 


SSA $a 276. 


SCrorort on Salt Campaign, Appendix-C, P. A4, A. I. O. O. letters. 


such as Gopabandhu Chowdhury, Harekrushna Mabtab, Krushna Prasad 


Mohanty were arrested. hithin a short time after the commencement 
of nevement, the Divisicnal Commissioner of Orissa visited 
Satyagrahe scene at Inchudi and ordered the arrest of Prana- 
krushna Pratiherd, Congress doctor Krupasindbu Khuntia and 
Others on 26 April 1930.6 eh le the leaders vere arrested and 
jsiled, the police atrocities on the ordinary workers and 
volunteers continued. Police made lathi charges in Kherang. 

In Khavasapyr, Athilabed houses were burnt by police. on 21 Nay 
1930 when a vast crowd of 2,500 including women were carrying 
salt garth were lathicharged.'? Police started snatching orna- 
ments from the nose and ears of the women and otherwise nolosted 
them. The women did not try to recover their ornaments that were 
scettered about and were being collected by the constables but 
came back with their salt earthy, | fhe entire district of 
Balasore was astir, In Bram about €00 women joined this move- 


x 
ment to break sit law on 8 June 1930.72 


— 


69 | 
Report of C.D. Movement in Utkal, 25 September, 
1950, P. 7. AI. C., C. letters. 


70 
Salt Campaign, Appendiz-C, pp. 5-6, A. I. J. C. letters. 


71 : 
Report of G. D. Movement, 25 September 1930, p. 7.; 
AI. raCeletterss 


72 
Utkal Deepika, 21 June 1950, p. 226. 
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Dally arrests and convictions continued with sinul- 
tanecus breach of law at Inchudi and other salt law breaking 
centres. Few casos were sent for trial to court. 

kith the advent of monseon (end of June) the canvaign 
or the defiance of salt laws vas automatically suspended. 
Even thon brutalities of the Police did not cease which 
indirectly strengthened the firmness and determination of 
the Satyagrahise Thus, the more the oppression, the more the 


l 
determination, Police begaa to raid Congress Ashram in 


Balasore District. 


A no tex campeisn began against the payment of Chankidari 
Tax in one Chaukidari Union of Balasore bhana. It was Union Ik. 
Choukidari Tax was collected as a principle by the President, 
the head of Chaukidars. President was either a Zamindar or a 
Pichman from village appointed from the side of the Government. 
Government paid him something ont his collections Under him, 
there were some 10/12 Chaukidars. People were ordered to pay 
this tax besides land tax. Naturally psople were taxed hard 
then Congress Ashram in town and village were captured by the 
Police, Lingaraj Misra and Brajanath Mishra, President and 
Secretary of the U. P. 3. C. respectively made: whirlmind tour 
of no-tax area in Balasore. They carried a arnai against 


the payment of Chaukidari take 


Mahal { je- Abprsar 9 iss 54.77. 
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Police medo assault and looting Kesarpur village vas ode 
of the most affected villages where Police brutality reached 
elimax. Conch-shelis vere then used to warn the villagers abcut 
the arrival of Police. Police demanded Choukidari tax. Tt was 
one rupee and eight annas. After breaking the docrs of the 
house, Police had teken 300 rupees in cash and other property." 

Police threatened tuo ladies such as Mother of one 
Ananta and mother of Babaji. They refused to nay Chaukideri 


75 those ladies were forced by police te part their orna- 


tax. 
rents. This happened in the first week of July 1930. 

In the same eventful month of July 1930, when Union 9 (IX) 
becane vietin to Police attack, a village Srijanga famous for 
salt Satyagraha situated in the neighbouring Union No. 10 and 
eutside xo Tax ares vas subjected to atrvucity of police 
under different circumstances.’ | Here p. O. O. had not started 
mo tox campaign. The population of Srijang was about 4 theusand. 
The villagers did not stop payment of Chaukidarl Tax. The 
tax vas normally paid in instalment. 

80 per cent of the village people had cleared up their 
dues, some paid for thalf of the year'. The situation took a 
sericus turn because of highhandsdness of the Chaukidari 


Presidents The President refused to give receipts of actual 


Tait Jampaign, Appondix-C, p. 9. A. I. C. G. letters. 

TS 1bid. 

78 bd. 

770, D. Movement in Utkal, 25 Sopte, 1930, p. 12, f. T. G. C. letters. 


*8appendixeC, Salt and So Tax Canpaign, p. 9, A. I. C. C. Iebterg. 


peynent. ? The President asked these people to pay up their 
arrears. They refused to pay till they got reeeipts for the 
amount already realised. Bhagirathi Das was Chaukidarl president. 
Village people who had not yet cleared up their dues lodged a 
protest against the conduct of the President and demanded either 
an apology or his removal before any further payment of the tax 
was made (m earlier occasions the people did not like his 
support to the British Government by giving false evidence 

in a cass against Congress uorkers 7. 0 

On July 18, 1930 one 8. I. of Police accompanicd by 
6 arsed constables and a Dafadar reached the village and ordered 
fer paynient of the outstanding taxes. But pcople placed their 
grievances against the Presideut before the S. I. The problem 
could not be discussed as the President was not available on 
that day. 

Very strangely the police who came to help in the 
President's work for realisation of tax and who promised the 
Villagers earlier to solve the issue reached in the morning 
of 72th July with armed police force. The police immediately 
arrested the 3 Satyagrahis, 8t 
two other noted villagers under the Chaukideri Tax ordinance.” 


of the village Ashram and also 


795 Sort of Satyagreha Movement in Utkal, 
pent 1950 = March 1931, p. 6. 
801d. 


81 Tpb Id., A. I. C. O. letterse 
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Police became too much rapacicuss Police ordered 
lathi charge. The people vere astonished $o see such bhigh- 
bhanéedness of the police and begred them to free their arrested 
brethren, S Srijang vas always in the bad books of police, 
Hence police wanted an opportunity to teach the villagers a 
Lessons 

Such animosity of the police Cowards the pecpla 10d 
to a clash between the villagers and the police. Ton youths” 
of Srijgang viliage retaliated. As a result. & police men and 
some people were Andared. S8 Bat most inte:csting was that the 
3 Satyagratis saved the police Sefe and 4 constables from a 
virulant attack” of the youth aging vithia 20 ycars. These 
young boys belonged bo the ordinazy village fombites. They did 
not hall Irom educated classes, The Satyagrehls rather gave 
the injured nolicamen first-aid bringing them to their local 
AShTam. 

n 12 July, the District Magistrate,5,Pe, one Inspector, 
2 B. 18. ond 5 armed constables reached Srijang village at 
9 GtClogk at night. then police opened firs people vent berserk. 
8. P. and Oe. left the police there to bring the arsa under 


ett ol. 7 


„ 


SSppenddz-O, Salt Campaign, p. 70, A. . C. C. letters. 
SArpid. 


859. p. Hovenent in Utkel, 25 September 1950, p- 12, 
A. I. G. C. letters. 


SS port of Satyagraha Movemeltt in Utkal, Jen. 1980 
Marei 19517 Dp. 6,0. ; A. I. C. C. Ie ers. 


8? senen@ix-C, Salt Caupeign, p. 10, A. I. C. C. let lers. 
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That night villave Svijang locked deserted. Police 
locted werellessly 44 houses. Property approxinately cre 
lakh of rupees was taken avay by police, three women vere 
reped, timages of family gods were broken'. Police took 
tuenty thousand rupees in cagh from nearby villages ð by 
apply.ug methods of intiuidation. 80 a reign of terror vas let 
cise for many days. The heuse of Cour Mohan Das, a rich nan 
of the village vas locted.@? He vas absent on that day. 

After such an operation of police, Punitive police 
was pota” at Srijang and 30 neighbouring villages. At the 
same tine Punitive TE g also realised from that village 
and other 30 nearby villages. An amount of Rs.6,000/- vas 
realised, Peuple took shelter in nearby villases. Approximately 
60 persons had been arrested for offence of rioting and under- 
went trisl. Provinelal Congress Committee suspended for the 
time being, the No Tax Campaign because of such atrocity of 
police in Srijangs. 

In Sri ang Riot ges that broke ont on 12 duly 1930, 
72 persons became abseonders. In this euse, Collector urote 


to the Connmissionor, Orissa Division, Cuttack that our Prasad 


Seer t cf Satyagraha Movensnt in Utkal, January 1950 
tlarch 1951, peS, A. I. O. C. letrers. 


89% Tax Campaign, Appendix=-C, p. 10% A. I. C. C. letters. 


roport of C. D. Hiovonent in Utkal, 25 Sept., 1930, p. 123 
Report on No Tax Campaign, Appendix~C, p. 17, A. I. C. C. letters. 


91Tt was a tax imposed on the people and area for their 
enti-police attitude and activity. 


%2srijeng Riot flle No.5, Confidential Section, 
Balasore Collectorate, A. G. C. 56, *. F. C. O.; Dele 


Das has a leader and assaulted the Sub- Ins pee tor . 

"Bsull Rath was a isader and was rioting". 

paidi Das, dressed himself as a Jonst able and 
assaulted the Sub-Inspector and president". 

Mamnodar Das was one of those who surrounded the 
Sub-Inspector andhad scuffle with the police", 

"Bhagaban Mohanty assaulted the president,” 

Daring the month of July, Satyagraha camps were declarcd 
a Pa Satyagraha basically meant the interest and benesit 
of the people. 

Laxmi nar ay an Sahu of the servants of Indian Society 
and Pandit Iingaraj Mishra, the then acting President of 
U. P. o. b - condueted an enauriy into the policé atrocities at 
Srijang. AS a token of protest against the barbercus activi- 
ties of the Government and a tokon of sympathy for the Innocent 
people. Samanta Bhagabat Prasad Chaudhuri Mohapatra of Bhadrak 
resigned his seat in Biber and Orissa Couneile 

But again similiar incident” took place in Kesharpur 
ied by the sub- Deputy Madan Mohan Pattnaik accompanied by 
& Police party. On 24 July Gcepinathpur vas raided by S.P. 
A villager, Bhagabat Bhuyan was errested. ALL his property 
vere taken aways Others such as Babu Parida (65), Lachman 


93 7Tbf da, p. 2, A00-56, Welle CeCe 


report of C.DaMovement, 25 Sept. 1950, p. 12, 
A. I. C. C. letters. 


Mreport of Satyagraha Movement in Utkal, Jane 1930 
Mare 19375 Pb, A. TI. C. O. Iet bers. 
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97% Tax Campoign, Appendix-0, p. 11, 4eI.%.Celetters. 
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Barik and Baishnab Naik with 8 Satyagrahis courted arrest. 
The village Keshapur was reided for the third time, A vilia er 
nemed BDanshidar was arrested, Kedarnath, Laxmidhar Mohapatra 
were tortured. 

The villagers cf Potagaon such as Baikuntha Mohanty, 
Kamal Das; Mohan Khatua, Madha Majhi Gangu Badhei, Kanha 
Majhi were humiliated by . 

Rickettine by. Congressmen: 

After such reign of terror in Srijang and outlying 
areas, the Congressmen started picketting in front of Excise 
shops and boycotted foreign cloth. It was rainy season. 
Generally Marveri communities imported cloth to Balasorc. It 
vas sbonped. Guing to picketting, import of opium, Ganja, 
Mduor to Balasore was reduced considerably. The confirmed 
drunkards also understccd the movement and became sympathetic 
te the Satyagrahise The opium takers gave up opium and drug 
habits 'tatidy! drinking too (prepared from the date tree) 00 
he cutting of date trees canpalgn bogen in sea~shore areas. 


ipproxinately 7,000 date trees vere cut down in the State of 


tess Attitude of Bolosore Municipality in 1930; 
The Balosore Municipality opposed the Civil Dis- 
cpedienee Movement just as it had earlier opposed the Non- 


eocperaticn Movement. 


28% Tex Campaign, Appendix=0, p. 11, A. T. O. G. letters. 


9 Summer Report on Picket ting, Appendixz-C, p. 18; 
A. I. U, C. letters. 


1000. p. Hovenent in Utkal, 25 Sente 1930, p. 15, A. I. O. O. Iortcrs. 
107714. 


On 31 Judy 1930, under the presideatship of Bipin 
Bihari De, the Municipal Coumissioner passed the following 
resolutions: "That the Commissioners of the Balasore Manici- 
pality agsembied at this meeting today, emphatically abhor 
the Civil Disobedience Movement set on foot by the Congress 
party as it has already brought serious disasters on the 
peaceloving citizens throughout His Majesty's Indian empire 
and has became verktable menace to them”. 

"That they sincerely desire that the scandal be ninved 
in the bud at any cost and that they are ever ready to hartily 
cooperate wlth the lecal authorities with a view to bring peace 
and hermony in the country and remove the present unrest, 102 

Those member Councillors included Bipin Bihari De, 
President, Raj Bahadur Manmatha Nath Dey, Chalrman, Jadunath 
Ghosh, Vice«Chaimuan, Ralisahecb Prafulla Chandra Patanaik, 
Civil Surgeon, Balasore, Rev. J. T. Frost, Haji Nasiruddin, 

Munshi Abdul Sattar Khan, Benode Bihari Kar, Gyanranjan Patnaik, 
Charu Chandra Ray, V. A. J. Underwood, Radha Ranjan Das, Srinath 
Samante Rao, Balkuntha Hath Das. 

But while opposing the Congress movement, the munici- 

pality gasse a resolution against the running of liquor shops 


at Balasore. 


102» rocacdings of an Ordinary meeting of the Commissioners 
5 8 Municipality held on Thursday Set July,; 1950 
a * Ralie 


DD 
CO 
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The resclution runs as follows: "considered letter 
No. 465/70 E Dt. 18. 10.30 from the Superintendent of Excise and 
Salt Bolasore asking if there is any cbjecticn to the settle- 
ment of Jianuor shops within the municinaliarea.s Revs H. 3. Forst, 
Seconded by Babu Charu Chandra Ray proposed that no liquor shop 
shcuł be settled within the Municipal area. This was carried 
unanimously "e 

The member Councillors present included Rai Sabeeb 
Bipin Behari De, President, Rai Bahadur Manmath heath De, 
Chairman, Babu Jadunath Ghosh, Vice~Chairman, the Clvil Surgeon, 
Balasore, Rev. H. J. Forst, Gyan Ranjan Patanaik,Charu Chandra 
Ray, lManeranjan Das, Moulavi Syed Abdul Jabbar, Baikuntha Nath 
Das, Srinath Samanta Rac, Munshi Sheik Taffayyul Hossain. V? 
Aoti~Gonsress Measures by the Goveranents 

The Governrent adopted all possible measures to curb 
and prevent the Congress movement. Khadi Store and Swaraj 
Ashram were searched at Balasore on 28 December 1930. Thereaf ter 
the Congress organisation at Balesore were declared ‘Unlawful 
assuciations, 104 


Syclostyled machine vith important papers vas seized 


in the Congress Ashram at Balasore. Palasir Abasame' by Haro- 
krushna Mahatab, Luna Mora Gite (Song on salt manofacture) 


pablisbed by Gopinath Press, Bhadrek, Bira Bidushi of Rana 


OS oroceedings of an Ordinary moeting of Balasore Municipolity 
held on Friday tho 24th uctober 1930 at 8.0U4,M. Balasore 
Municipality was formed in 1876. 


WS Report of C. D. Hovement in Utkal, 25 September, 1950, 
i 5. 16, A. I. G. C. letters. 
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Prasad Singh, Aman (call to nation) oy suntala Kumari Sabat 


inspired the peuple in the wake Cf such wovement banned the 


fire of national patriotism. Some bocks like 'Ppajasir fbasane, 
Ghassbhol Suka, Nausi were banned. Swaraiya Pala by Nityananda 


Mohapatra has appreciated during this periode 

Around 300005 Satyagrahis were sentenced to imprison- 
ment for salt movement. Loss of property vas beyond tuo lacs 
of rupees. In such a great awakening, farmers, common men 
emotional iy participated father than the sducated mass. 

uovernnent started applying different methods 106 to 
curb the progress of S.tyagrahis by a 'Gampaign of false 
prosecution and terrorisaticn!. Nobody could give shelter to 
any Satyagrahi or else he would be prosecuted. 

Police directed people not to give íoca to Congress 
uoerkers lest they would be prosecuted. Police bouk advantage 
of Private disputes. O False eases of rioting and unlawful 
assembly gira cooked up's. Six persons were sentenced to inpli- 
sonmeat Lor possessing, distributing and selling eyeclostyled 


0 
pulictings! i 


1087958 Who, p- 76. 


106 Report on G- D. Movement in Utkal, 25 September 1930, 
p.18, A. I. J. C. letters: A. CG. G. 57, B. 3. 8. ANUIi-Propaganda 
fils, 1930-31 2 p.38. 


107 port on C. D. Movement in Utkal, 25 September 1930, 
D. 183 A. I. SC. C. letcers. 
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Publicity by the Government agency became active to 
counteract the Congress movement. Thus they applied different 
methods in different localities., Pamphlets were distributed. 
They made the school teachers their instruments. Instead of 
Governuent servants, non-officiais were to be engaged for this 
work to motivate common peoia 

Fron an order to Balasore Collector by Ir. I. G. alle; 
Commissioner, it is found that leaflets and pamphiets vere 
published to motivate people to support Government work. The 
leaflet bore such headings such as "Getting it across* 
freedom" “where do ve stand", "The Congress Programme and 
excise", Civil Disebadience". The Subdivisional Officcrs weie 
instructed to organise the work of tAman Sabha! in the villages, 
to rente public opinion in Government favour, Meise leaflets 
were strictly distributed to excise dealers, 70 Government 
agency tried to reach its anti~-Gongress message near inte- 
liligentsia. 

An enti=propaganda association by the Government 
namely; "Balasore People Velfare Association! vas formed 
under T. H. Mitra, the Deputy Collector. The members vere 
instructed tto keep eye and ear open to lessers, isnd-lords, 
igading tenants . 


3 tare ia 


7095. . g. 57, B. C. 8. Pile-I, Page 27-47; A. O, C. 583 1. C. C. 
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7108. 0.8. Anti Propaganda File, 1981. 
111. 0. 0. 57, B. C. 8. Anti Propaganda rale, 1930-31, p. 31. 


The 8. P. of Balasore S.K. Rob wrote to D. M. Balasore 
on 89. 1.31 that the release of Mahatma Gandhi had affected 
tremendously the popular mind. Naturally agein all Congress 
activities like ‘illicit manufacture of Salti was in full 
SWIRE. 

The Commissioner Orissa Division wrote to D. M.; Balasore 
on 6th January 1931 to know whether more than Rs.1,000/= would 
be sent for the district for that yeer to quicken the anti- 
propaganda drive. He also enquired about the expenditure 
towards printing of tSatyasanachar!. F The antl-propaganda 
officers had taken up Soro, Basta, Singla, Khaira, Simulia 
Zone Tor their places of activity. 5 In Bhadrak S. D. O. vas 
in charge of anti-Qongress propaganda vork. t 

Qne Gopal Ghosh, Sub-Deputy Collector was directed by 
the authorities to carry on anti-Songress propaganda at HRemuna. 
The Collector instructed Ghosh to accompany Rai Saheeb Prafulla 
Chandra Patnaik to the market where he wonld influence people 
by peaceful persuasions 

In Bhadrak P.., Basudebpur v. 8., Chandbali P. 8. 
remained. Rajkishore Garanaik, carried on anti-Congrcss 
propaganda. In Dhamnagar p. 8. the Manager of Kothar Estate 


carried on propaganda on behalf of the Government, 


1188.0. 8. Cede Move file NOaly 1950-31. 
1758.0. 8. File No. 1, 1930-51. 
My 10. 


The loyal and anti-Congress Zamwindars tried to 
dissuade the people from joining hands vith Congressmen. 
when the officers held talk vith the village people, the 
Zamindass acvompanied them. They posed as if they were great 
benefactors of the people. 

Cn 31 January in a meeting that was called in Balasore 
Circuit House, the D. M., Balasore praised all the anti-propa- 
gonda officers. These officers were honoured vith Sanad, later 
on on 28th February 1931 for their loyalty to the British 
adninistration. ! 

8. P. cnd D. lie: Balasore went to Tundra and Inchudi 
and apprised the people of the demerit of salt Satyagraha 
and O, D. CVE. 200 persons gave an underiazing not to joan 
such nove, A propaganda weetung was called in Baliapal from 
the Government side. It was attended by businessmen and 
Zamindars, They assnred the Dells their Bele. In Bhadrak the 
merchants and traders gave assurance to Government all help. 
The District Officers were instructed to collect the speeches 
of Congress leaders, 15 u beok written by II. G. Hallet nemod 
‘is India Poorer! wag given to officers to utilise it for l 
their antl-Tongress arive, 

Attempts were made to check observance of any death 


116 


anniversary of Congress leader on Flag Day or Independence 


Day by Congressmen. Police could check the celebration of 


— 


1154. C. . 57, p. 30, B. C. 8. C. D. Mova, File 1930-31. 
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death anniversary of Motilal Nehru by vigorous propaganda 

at Manikhamb and by the arrest of some leaders. Propaganda 
officers used to move in villages creating impressions in 

the people the bed effect of the revival of Civil Disobedience 
Movement when Balasore was suffering under economic stringency. 


The Independence Day was celebrated on 26 January 1931. 
The Congress flags were unfurled in the morning on the S.D.0's 
Court, Municipal Oftice,Zilla School Building» They were broubht 
down and destroyed. Mukunda Prasad Das himself hoisted the 
flag on his own building near the Balasore Railway Station. 
A meeting tovk place in the evening that day. 150 males and 
8 females attended.Ghanashyam Mohanty delivered speech and 
was sentenced to 4 months hard labour imprisenment. A leaflet 
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'Swadhinata Pratigyan" was distributed to c.unter it. Cond lence 
was also observed in a mecting ior the demise of Motilal Nehru. 
tha. Concress Pronscandas 

The Congressmen sought to win the people as well as 
Government servants to their cause through their propaganda. 
They issued some leaflets in which they tried to prevent 


people "to take part in execution of warrants for realisation 
p 
of fines imposed on political 5 . These List | be t 


1171. a. o. 57, p.30. B. 2.8. G. D. Move, File 1930-31. 


seized by the police. 

Appeals were made to the Government officials to resign 
from services and join the Con.ress movement. A letter under 
the Caption Take Care? was despatched to the Government offi- 
cial to forsake their jobs for the sake of nation. The letter 
runs as folios: 18 

kespected Sir, 
"at this critical point of the countrylots 

of Sinple Villagers entering jail will laugh on their lips 
whereas you donot wish or set apart minute to think for your 
motherland. You are a learned man. You can understand the 
good and evil of not joining this India wide move." Instead 
of that you are opposing Sivil resisters inhumanly. You are 
warned seriously. 

Take a piece of paper and at once write on application 
resigning your post, otherwise you will have to faee conse- 
quence very soon". 

Lithographed letters, printed materials from 
“Revolution Bulletin Press" signed by Subhedre Mahtab were 
being distri buted. 

Again another forg of approach began to urce the 
farmers and common men not to help the British Government 
financially. 


— 


118. 0. 3. 57., B. 3.8. File No. 3, 1931, p. 25. 


Cell of Ranaveri: 
Bande Hat ran 
Warning to Kissans 

Beware Beware 

Let not the villagers pay war tax to the hypocratic 
Britishers. In every village ‘Young volunteer crops should 
be formed. Remove Fear from the country. Don't be afraid 
at all of people with red pagarees (Seri) alt? 

A hand bill with heading Second batallion of the 
Salt Satyagraha vas distributed by Gajendra Narayan Das 
who was accompanied by ( Setyagrahis and marched to Inchudi 
Chatan field. 10 members of the family of Bhagabat Prasad 
Mohapatra, joined Satyagraha. 0 

Surendra Nath Das of Bhimpur,Balasore vas arrested 
for the second time under Section 17 as he collected money for 
Congress work and incited the people to restart Salt Satyagraha 
just after he was released from “a. Golak Nath De an 
advocate had absconded and was distributing Congress leaflets. 
He hod "moved the matter to Hon'ble High Court to prosecute 
him under the legal practitioners act n, 122 Both S. N. Das and 
Ge De used to persuade:. the people to take part again in the 
Salt campaign just sfter the harvest. 


1191. 0. . 86, p. 9. 
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People were persuaded in Sartha area by Congress 
workers not to pay additional police tax. 10 Golak Neth De 
was very secretly making collection for funda for Oriya 
labourers. 

Congress became more active. Besides the training 
camp organised by Gandhi Kerma Mandir at Balasore, Congress 
aimed at Swaraj and Social reformation, Spinning of thread, 
spread of female education, remarrisge of widows became the 
day to day work of Congress volunteers. 4 

Satyagrahia now guided the D.c.c. It went ahead with 
establishment of Panchayats, est: blishment of Congress Offices 
in viliages, collection of subscriptions, 8 The Con, ress became 
more active after the settlement between Gandhiji and Viceroy. 
As a consequenee, Government no more collected Punitive Tax. 
Peaceful picketting in front of liquor shop and foreign cloth 
stores continued. 

Underground Moyenant: 

Because of severe repression by the Government, some 
Congressmen carried on underground movement. After the arrests 
of Congress workers in Congress Qifice, Surendra Nath Das made 
Farasidinga, a French enclave, situated on the bank of river 
Burabal ang at the outskirt of Balasore town the field of his 


128. . 0.57, B. 0. 8. File Bo. 3, 1931, p. 25. 


134. . toCommissioner, File Nue87, 1931 (Confidential) 
pp. 229-231. 


1250.1. to Commissioner, File No. 87, 1931, pp. 162-164. 


activities. British had no control over this area. It was 
under the French Government and the British administration 
did not have jurisdiction over it. Surendra Nath Das continued 
the Salt Movement at Inchudi giving diredtion from French 
Balasore secretly. 

Nilambar Das carried on underground movement in 
Langalesuar. He said the movement started from grassrovt 
level. He hided himself in Hasinpur Bamboo forest. Voluntecrs 
were trained for Congress work at French Balasore under the 
guidance of 8. N. Das. He used to send batches of Satyagrahis 
to different places for Satyagraha along with required amount 
of money. Surendra Nath Das used to convey message and send 
Satyagrabis by ferry boats to different places on the bank 
of Burabal ang river. Police arrested men, women, Banarsena 
(Monkey brigade)in Mahapeda of Basta thana, Balasore and other 
places. Later on Nilambar Das vas sentenced to 6 months imprison- 
ment. The Commissioner of Orissa instructed the Collector to 
eateh Surendra Nath Das when he comes out of French encleve. 
The Commissioner in his letter to the D. M., Balasore had 
directed to watch the pecple coking out of French enclave 
and catch then rechanded s when they enter British region. 

Supplies were checked frum outside the French enclave. 
Hence it became difficult fur the Congress workers to stay 
daside the French territory for a long period without supplies. 


120 b. C. C. 38, B. C. 8. Fortnightly Report File, 1932. 
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When the French administrator visited French Balasore 
the district authority drew their attention to such underground 
work by Congress people of Balasore. The French authority refused 
to take any action against the Congress people in their territory 
unless the Congress workers broke French Laws (1932). Simple 
warning was given to Fak Saha by French authority in 1932 who 
had lent a house to Congress workers in their area. 27 The 
district authority had filed a number of cases against hin. 8 
Leaflets were coming out of French Balasore with the signature 
of Cour Mohan Das and was being distributed in the town to 
hold meetings, processions and continue the movement. 

In Bhogarai the tenants refused payment of rent to 
Zamindars as because the Zamindars did not trenit the interest 
on arrear rents T Here most of the teachers were being 
influenced by Debendra Nath ciri? the Zamindar of the area 
to work for Congress movement. He was Vice-Chairnan of the 
District Board. As a result of which relation with the movement 


he was not allowed to use his gun by the British authority. 


But in Jankunda (Baliapal) the Zamindar was loyal to Government. 
Several leaders of Baliapal were also tried in 1932.82 


127 . 6, 2.6, B. 3. Records, Fortnightly Confidential 
Report, 1932, p. 17. 
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15 1 Interview with the son of the Zamindar Debendra Nath 
Giri, Dre Bijay Giri on 10.7. 87. 
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“War cry (Rana Bheri) a cyclostyled booklet 
circulated from French Balasore. It dealt with the Congress 
activities in Balasore town and urged upon pecple to join 
Civil Disobedience move. The Bhimpur Ashram was kept under 
Ordinance. The volunteers wanted to break the law and enter 
into it but were captured. 

Attempts were made by Bhadrak High School to hoist 
National Flag at Bhadrak Munsiff‘'s Court. On 29th March, 
these objectionable leaflets were distributed inside the Court 
and prayer was made to the Zamindarsnnot to pay arrears. About 
10 volunteers in this regard had been arrested and two students 
were resticsted. 70 This shocked Mahatab and other leaders very 
much. Another boy was fined by the Managing Committee. Thuse 
who took part in it were below 15 years. They were prosecuted 
under Section 447 I. P. C. with whipping too. 

According to Collectors Confidential report 1038 persons 
in the district were prosecuted for . The Collector 
in his 23rd August 1932 report mentiona that while Subhadra 
Mahatab wife of H. K. Mahatab, some females and volunteers were 
supplying food to Congress workers in French enclave were 
arrested. The younger brother of Harekrushna Mahatab was arrested 
under the pretext of his observing ‘Flag Day’ at Bhadrak. In 
1932 a political prisoner of Bhimpur died in Balasore jail due 
to attack of Malaria. 


1587, 0. 0. 56, 23rd July, 1932. 


154, 3. C. 56, Balasore Collectorate Records 
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Fines were imposed on Women Volunteers. Later on also 
women volunteers were imprisoned. 70 women with babies cane 
in a procession to thectawn under the leadership of Kokila 
Devi. 86 some were arrested. Still others did not shock. For 
them authority brought Christian and Santal (Scheduled Tribe) 
fonales who would remove them from the road. A secret post 
office worked in Manikhamb for which a gentleman was punished, 
He used to bring and despatch the Congress news. Police seized 
some unauthorised papers, Police was heckled at Manikhamb.'°” 
Thereafter a group of boys brought out a procession in Balasore 
with national flags and placards. They were called Banar Sena’ 
(Monkey Brigade). 

The biggest demonstration was on the 18th December at 
Balasore when two Sankirtan parties moved about in the town 
and a well attended meeting was bald in the town hall where 
high caste Hindus attempted to do the work of the sweepers 
as an encouragement to the untouchables". > Even Baner Sena 
protested against Gandhi's arrest. Nanda Kishore Das, President 
District Congress “ommittee, Balesore and the Director of War 
Couheil was sent to jail. 


ACHE. PIS; Soochow Pate ecl, 
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Congress suggested to adopt the following ways for 
disobedience: 
1. Meetings or conversations, house to house visits 
and shoutings of Boycott Slogans, 
2. Preparation of Baycott leaflets, booklets in 
local language, 
Se Reading and explaining of Boycott literature 
to iilliterate men and women, 
4. Pictures and stencils of short baycott slogans 
on Boycott British goods. 
Slogans were written on walls and in small tickets 
"Boycott British machinery", "Boycott British Petrol” 
"Boycott British soap", "Boycott Foreign Cleth". 
The tickets would be distributed from windows, Railway 


platforms, tops of bases, trains also in fairs, festivals, 
139 


processions, schools, courts and colleges. 


The educational authority of the district in its report 
admitted that school teachers were taking part in the C.D. 
movement. Some teachers left the schoul without prior intimation. 
Nilambar Das was instigating the teachers to leave their work 
and join the Congress work. The authorities transferred the 
teachers found involved. Guardians were given an undertaking 


18 hett Campaign, 1932, 4. I. C. C. lot ters. 


not to alle their children to join C.D. Move. The members of 
the Managing Committee hereafter could not take part in 
Congress work lest they could quit their membership. Convicted 
teachers would not be re-appointed. Names of the boys would be 
atruck eff 1f found joining: such Congress Movement. 0 
Abktachment..of pro-Concresamen's Properties: 

In 1932, Government attached properties of the following 
persons because of their involvement in C.D. Movement. This 
did not take place in other districts of Orissa. They were:- 

1. Srinath Raju of Jemkunda, 

2. Srimati Trimani Devi of Balasore, 

3. Sarat Chandra Sahoo of Chhada, 

4. Nimachand Behera, 

5. Adikanda Pati of Bamaounia, 

6. Rama Devi of Simulia, 

7. duns Basan of Bhograi, 

8. Baidhar Ponda of Baliapal, 

9- Ganeswar Biswal of Jagai, 

10. Srinath Acharjya of Bhograie ©” 
Government's Henression: 

All money orders to Congress leaders or letters from 
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Congress leaders to outside were “intercepted according to 


the instruction of Director of Post and Telegraphs of Soth 


143 
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In a case of Ananta, Kumbhara (who prepares earthen 
pots) by easte of Prench Balasore who came to Balasore for 
remission of rent because some persons af Manikhamb in 
Bal sor town had refused to take from him pots for whieh 
usually they contracted with him. The Collector instructed 
the police to take action against the persons of Hanikhemb 
and helped hin to remit the eost of civil suit. 

The Collector also wanted to file some civilians against 
some tenants to frighten them and dissuade them from joining 
in non-payment of tax invited by Congress workers. The police 
became more vigilant in some places such as Bhimpur the birth 
place of Surendra Nath Das, Singla Baliapal, Bhograi, hemuna. 
Harijan. Movements 

During the Civil Disobedience Movement, Mahatma Gandhi 
started his antieuntovehability movement (popularly known as 
Harijan Movement) towards the end of 1932. The Congress leaders 
of Balasore such as Harekrushna Mahtab and Nanda Kishore Das 
took keen interest in the uplift of the untouchables. 

. Mahtab opened his Agarpara femily temple for the un- 
touehables and even allowed the Hari Jens to tcuch the deities. 
In consequence, the orthodox Hindus cut off relations with his 


144, 6. 8. Fortnightly Report File, 1932; 
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Nilambar Das allowed the Jari] ans to work at his home. 
In Bont p. 8. a night school was opened to teach the people 
of d@pressed classes, Afterwards, Hilamber Das worked for 
Heri ans in Khaire and Basta (This he disclosed in his 
interview). He started teaching them, worked with them in 
different social fields. He never minded access of Hari, ans 
at his home. On 9 May 1934, Mahatma Gandhi began his foot 
march from Puri to promote the uplift of the antouchables. 
On this occasion, Congress leaders like Harekrushne Mahtab, 
Nanda Kishore Das, Karunakar Panigrahi and others met Gandhi 
at Virharekrushnapur. 

Gandhi carried on his foot march from Puri to Bhadrak. 
Oa 6 June 1934 he reached Manjuri near Bhadrak where Mukunda 
Prasad Das of Balasore received him with warm ovation. Gandhi 
passed through the villages of Bhandari Pokhari, Barikpur, 
Todagan, Garadpur and reached Bhadrak on 7 June. Meetings 
were organised where he addressed huge gatherings. People 
were moved. They collected funds for him. Harekrushna Mahtab 
was busy for Gandhi's tour in Balasore. Gandhiji was to halt 
at Baradeswar in the temple premises but the venue was changed 
on protest of local upper class people. So Gandhi stayed at 
Mahatab's Cutchery house at Todanga. Use of wells was allowed 
here to Hari ans. 
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At Garadpur Ashrems, no public meeting could be orga- 
nised as it was not permitted by the Superintendent of Police 
Balasore. People saw Gandhi batch by batch inside it. Jivramji 
Kalyanji Kothari of Kutch cho.se this place as his field of 
activity for his whole life. His wife and another lady Puru 
Bai by name joined him,. Next day Gandhiji stayed in Mahatab‘s 
new house at Bhadrak, 5 Here he spent his time dealing with 
Harijan movement, flocd relief and spinning wheel. Here he 
told people thus "those who took part in the pilgrimage on 
foot should learn that real work lies in the village. The 
vast mass of Hari g ens live there. Untouchability has its 
strongest roots in the villages". Mahatab and his wife Subhadra 
Hahet ab were always busy taking care of Gandhiji and his follow- 
ers and extended cooperation to Harijans, doing Khadi work. 

Gandhiji left Bhadrek on 7 June 1934 for Balasore in 
train as his march on foot was stopped by heavy rain. He was 
requested to speak to the pecple in every statione Collections 
were made in ell stations. Wher the train halted at Balasore 
station, people in large numbers saw him. Phe train was detained 
for about an hour. Gan@hd was given RS. 2, 500% . Gujerati people 
of Balasore donated Rs.91/=. Congress volunteers accompanied 


with him in train tiil Kharagpur. *® 


— — 


Wohotch '5sadhanar paths, pp 168-164. 
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This short bat memorable assceiction with Gandhiji 
left an indelible impression on the minds of Congress workers 
of Balasore about Bapu (Gandhiji). They were inspired so much 
that they started opening Asbrams in villages. Gandhi Kerma 
Mandir in Mahatab's village expedited the movement. A Kayastha 
excise 3. I. married to a Harijan Girl. Mahatab attended it. 
Gradually movement took shape. One Basudey Das opened one 
Hari j an school in Palasahi on 15th August 1941. Many temples 
were opened to untouchables in Balasore and meetings were held 
in meny places of the district to remove untouchability from 
the society. 

In the year 1923, people who could pay Rs. 500/ as 
revenue tex vere eligible to exercise their franchise. Around 
50 persons, the so called microscopic minority had boastigg 
of such privilege. The table turned in 1935. The scope become 
wider. People paying Rs.2/= as revenue tax and 6 annas as 
chowkiderl tex got the scope to cast their votes. This amend- 
ment extended a rare opportunity to millionajre in those 


pre-inde pendence days. 47 


147 
Mal l \ ; Sadhanar Pathe, Pp. 185-186. 


Praja Mandal or reoplets Associations were formed in 
the Tributary states of Orissa in 1937-38. The Associations 
fought to secure democratic rights to the States’! people. 

The rulers turned deaf ears to the people's demands. As the 
people's demands were ignored by the rulers, they turned 
rebellichs. In 1938, unrest began first in Nilgiri which is 
at the outskirt of Balasore. Kailash Chandra Mohanty and 
Banamali Das'*® (present Socialist leaders) championed the 
cause of the people. The ruler of Nilgiri tried to suppress 
the people by vericug means. People were turtured,fined and 
sentenced to imprisonment. 

At this stage, the Congress Party tock up the cause 
of the States people. The Orissa Congress constituted a States 
enquiry committees under the chairmanship of H. K. Mabtab to 
hear the states pecple's grievances. Consequently the Praja 
Mandal movement became a pert of freedom movement. Peurle of 
Nilgiri wanted their own democratic and civil richts as well 
as cougtry's freedom from foreign rule. Volunteers of Praje 
Mandal movement head joined the Congress movenent. 

Harekrushna Mahatab, the key man of Congress movement 
in Balasore and Chairman of the Stste Pecple's Enquiry Committee 
tried to solve the dispute between the Raja of Nilgiri and his 
subjects through negotiation. Finally the ruler came to terms 


148, terview with Sri Banenal 1 Das on 4.2.86. 


with his subjects and conceded the following rights to 
then: 
1. The Praje Mandal was recognised by the Raja, 
2. The people got the right to hold meetings and 
hold processicas, 
3. Some rules and regulations were introduced in 
supersessicn of Raja‘ts arbitrary rule, 
4. The inte:cst on outsteocding rents were reduced, 
5. The people secured some rights to collect some of 
their required articles from ungles, 
6. Supply of Rasad (free food) to Government Officers 
on tcur was stopped, 
7. The Raja would not interfere in social affairs, 
8. Except elephants all other animals,causing harms 
to crops could be killed by the subjects, 
9. Forced labour was abolished, 
10. Magan (specicl contribution on special cecasicns) 


was abolished, 


Neiieii in Balasore: 


Netaji Subash Bose came to Balasore in 1939. A meeting 


in his honour was arranged in Balasure Town Hall open pendal 
on 10.8. 39. Be came and stayed in P. . D. Dak Bunglow near 
Railway station. It was one day visit to Balasore. 8 In his 
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Speech which he delivered in Hindi, he invoked people to oust 
the British from Indian soil. He who had severed relation 
with Congress forued a Forward Block, a Front in the country 
to fight out the Britishers from India. In Balasore those 
accompanied him for such campaign were Radhamohan Rana of 
Fonnna, Debendra Nath Giri,who was a fire brand and colleague 
of Subhas Bose in Presidency College, Caleutta. They enrolled 
7,000/8,000 members for such front. 

Netaji visited Balasore twice. Priyaneth Sarkar an 
octogenerian who cuitted his Chairmanship of Balasore Municipa- 
lity in 1939 also disclosed that he was influenced by the cha- 
rismatic personality of Netaji. 
individual Satyaszaba: 

All Indie Congress Committee in its meeting in Bombay 
in September 1940 decided to start individual Civil Disobedi- 
ence’? ageinst the British policy in war, as a mark of protest 
against England's apathetic attitude to Indian's hopes. 

The individual Satyagrahi would declare "This war is 
imperialistic. It will be inimical to help it by money, wen 
and mentally". They uttered this much and courted arrest. Vinoba 
Bhave was the first freedom fighter in India who inaugurated 
this individual Satyagraha. In Balasore Sardar Surendra Nath Das, 
Kailash Chandra Mohanty, Karunakar Panigrahi courted arrest 
being influenced by Rave. 
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zeblected works of Gandhi, p.516; Nanda 
Kishore Das, Moikan Tandak, p.129; Interview with Laxman 
Kamila and Rabindra an Das. 


Maline Partici stion if Conerssss 

Moulavi Athor, President of the Jamaitul Ulema Cuttack 
came to address Muslims at Bhadrak. The Annual Session of 
Muslim League was held at Balasore on 5.5.40. Moulana Sayeed 
Abdulla Alkadri Surawardy presided over the meeting. Simul- 
taneously Congress Muohamandans at Bhadrak passed a resolution 
against the Muslim league. 

Local league members disliked the entrance of Congress 
people into Mosque. But Md. Hanif delivered speeches against 
Muslim league. 88 A meeting was held in Remuna mosque where 
leaflet was roadout and distributed relating to the treachery 
against Arabs. League supported British Victory. Muslim league 
volunteers vere arrested as they were clad with red shirt and 
armed with lathis under defeace of India Act (29 December 1940) 
In 1941 Surendra Nath Das tried his best for Hindu Muslim unity. 
Gokulananda Mohanty a prominent Congress member tried to start 


Azad Muslim Party in Balascre bistriet. “ Differences between 
Hindus end Muslims in Agarpada (regidence of Harekrushna aht ab) 
was solved. 9 

Anti british Moves 


One Natu Setpathy SS hed been arrested and convicted 
under 0. I. R. as he was distributing the leaflet Ranabhor 4 
in Jaleswar market. The text of the leaflet was Lat not the 
villages pay war tax to the hypocratic Britishers. Let then 


155), 0, 8. Report File, 1940. 


154, ceS. Police Report File uf 1941; 
Interview with L. Kamila of Remuna. 
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devise means to drive out white man from India. In every 
village, Youth volunteer corpa should be formed. Remove 
fear from the country. Don't be afraid at all of people 
157 used by polices 4. I. C. 0. issued 
some circulars regarding compulsory levies for the war by 
the Government and Congress readiness for struggle. These 
were translated and distributed in Balasore. 

Belial 

AS Balasore suffered from flood, Harekrushna Mahtab, 
Gour Mohan Das, Acharya Harihar Dash, Laxminarayan Sahoo 
visited the affected areas and distributed relief. A. V. maker 
of servant of Indie Society had come down to Bhadrak, Manjula 
Devi and Sarale Devi came to Bhanifari Pokhari P.S. to provide 
work to the poi T 
Saty asraha. Campaign: 

Translation of Gandhiji’'s speeches to use Khaddar were 
distributed. A recam was staged in Dhamanagar vheref ron 
Rs.1,500/~ was collected. A Khaddi march began fram Soro to 
Jajpur on the 10th November 1940. Nilambar Das with a group 
of 6 Congressmen walked 5 miles a day. On the way they used 
to demonstrate spinning before the village people. ° 

Later on Harekrushna Mahatab spoke in a mecting in 
Remuna on 1. 12. 40 that people should not help the British 
in war by men, money and exhorted the people for non-violent 


with ‘red pagarees', 
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resistence. He was arrested for violating laws and vas sent 
to Abmadnager fort jail. Jagannath Das was arrested at Bhadrak 
on 4.12.40 and was sentenced to 6 months imprisonment. Satya- 
grahi Surendra Nath Das, Secretary Balasore District Congress 
Committees courted arfest at Deula hat (market) on 5.12.40. 
He was Sate i months imprisionment. He was speaking on 
untouchability. Kailash Chandra Mohanty while delivering a 
speech at Ambodiha hat (market) near Sargarh in Balasore was 
arrested and was sentenced to 6 months rigorous imprisonment. 
In 1941 Harekrushna Mahatab was in jail. But work in 
Agarpara was going on well. Rabindra Mohan Das 61 aod Sachi 
Routray used to inform him secretly about the Congress acti- 
vities in the district. They were also preparing a list of 
3rd bateh of Satyagrahis. Muralidhar Jena and Rabindra Mohan 
Das toured different places near and at Bhadrak to hold 
Satyagraha meetings. Gour Mohan Das was to stage Satyagraha 
in different dates from January to February in 1941. 
Laxmidhear Sanibigraha who started Satyegraha at 
Barikpur (Bhadrak) was arrested for anti-war slogans and 
was sentenced to 6 months simple imprisonment. Satyagrahis 
like Kamalakanta Kar (Sankara) hear Eram and Gour Mohan Das 
were arrested at Bhadrak, 6? These Satyagrahis shouted loudly 


161, 0.0.57, B. G. 8. Police Report File of 1941, p.54. 
162, 5.0.57, B. O. S. Police Report File of 1941, p.54. 


anti-war slogans. Karunakar Panigrahi vas making anti-war 
propaganda in Bhograi and other places of North Balasore. 
Quit India Ravolt 

The All India Congress Committee which met in Bombay 
in August 1942 ander the presidentship of Abul Kalam Azad, 
demanded provisional sat up of Government. 

Gandhiji wads „ We can no longer bald back our people 
from exercising their will. Nor can we go on aternally sub- 
mitting to the imperialist policy. The time has come for the 
English to go. Civil servants, army officers, Government 
officers all of them should quit India“. The quit India 
resolution was moved by Jawaharlal Nehru seconded by Sardar 
Patel. It was adopted. 

Gandhi said: "the Congress has pledged herself that 
she will do or die’. The resolution declared mass struggles. 
It received hearty response. 

In 1942 Balasore District was in a revolutionary mood. 
Congress workers here prepared to stage Civil Disobedience 
Movement in the district. The agitators moved to nook and 
corner of the district and provoked people to disobey Govern- 
ment laws. Strikes were lunched, schools and market were 
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Closed. Picketting was taken up as a measure of such movement. 
Mob in many places set fire to Post Offices, Dak Bunglows, 
Police Stativns. Police were gherawed. Telegraph lines were 
cut off. People evaded payment of taxes. The student agitators 
distributed a leaflet with 15 point demands. 
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To plunder Salt socks (stock), 

To obstruct Government servants by not 

giving them any informations 

No domestic workers should work ander then, 

Not to supply any boat, motor or other conveyance, 

To compel merchants not to supply any food~staffs 

to Government servants, 

To close schools and Colleges, 

To induce government servants to resign their jobs, 

To stop communication, 

To observe hartal in factories and mills, 

To cut the telegraph lines to stop commniecction, 

of the postal papers and messages and to break and 

loot the post boxes, 

To keep food-staffs in villages to form Swaraj Panchayat, 
To stop payment of assessment or taxes, 

To break the law by mass Civil Disobedience, 

To break the forest laws, and 

To persuade the Gover:.ment servants to demand 

more pay and wages. '™ 
Sardar Surendra Nath Das, Karunakar Panigrahi, Rabindra 


Mohan Das left rank and file in Congress and became ordinary 


workers. 


vol. IV, p.94. 


Some printed brochures with the caption of Congress 
bulletin and True news?! came out. People read the news of 
disobedience, steps of movement, incidents and places and 
persons. This was August Revolution. 


Sara: 
In Soro the students entered into the Sub-Registrar 


Office and tore up the Government documents. They were senten- 


31 


eed to R. I. for 15 months. Students strike continued in Balasore, 


Bhadrak, Chandbali. 30 students of Chandbali M. B. Sehool left 
the school and launched a strie. Al the students followed 
Bratwanendea Mohanty in a procession. 7 students were detained 
under b. I. . 68 

Bhandard Pekkari: 

On 17 August 1942,four to five thousand people armed 
with lathies etc. assembled at Bhandari Pokhari village to 
hold a protest mecting. The Balasore authority sent a Deputy 
Magistrate to study the situation. ha huge crowd gradually 
marched towards the Police station. 68 Police constables who 
were on guard checked this mob. The mob started destraying 
the furniture of the office. Police personnel fled away to 
save themselves. The mob then set fire on the Police Station. 
A Sub-Inspector had to give ap his uniforms at the order of 


165, 0.0.57, B. C. 8. Firing Incident File of 1942,pp.49-50. 
166x.k. bes, Mo Jibane Jagiala, p.133. 
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the mob. Post Office was elso burnt. Immediately,the District 
Magistrate rushed to the spot with a band of police force. 
But the bridge to Bhandari Pokhari was destroyed by the mod 
to prevent the police from reaching the place. Telegraph lines 
were cut off. Jaduneth Das, M. L. I., Baishnav Charan Nayak, 
Dwarikanath Das who were leading such mob were arrested. Punitive 
fine of Rs.6,000/= was imposed on 12 surrounding villa.es and 
they vere sent to sai.” 

In 1942, when all Congress leaders were in jail,Surendra 
Nath Deivedy worked from underground. His two bulletins ‘Congress 
Varta’ and "Satya Sambad were circulated by Gour Mohan Das 
of Balasore. 
Dhamacager Eirias Coda) s 

It was around August 1942, There wore five Unions 
eomprising 100 villages in Dhamanagar area. A significant 
character of this period was the growth of parallel provi- 
sional government by people with complete executive, legislative 
and judiciary set up. The area was bounded by Cuttack in the 
east, Bhadrak in the north, Chandabali in the south, Bhandari 
Pokhari in the west. This area was declared as Independent 
Dhusuri area. People who controlled the area maintoined jail, 
Kuteheri (Collectorate), Courts. They collected revenue, fined 
people for mistakes and offences. The leader was Murali panda, °° 


1675. 0. po. 11590 Of 2906242, D. MH. to Chief Secretary. 
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People boycotted Government Courts, Office, Kutcheri. 
Muralidhar Jena, Judhisthir Nayak and Rajanikanta were 
organisers. From the letter of Balasore Collector to the 
Chief Secrctary dated 23rd September 1942, it is known that 
Dhamanagar Police Stetion area was beyond police control. The 
uniforms of Chowkidars, accounts papers were burnt by the 
agitators of freedom movement. It added that there was loot 
and plunder of paddy and property of the Mahajans of the area. 
Police arrested Jagannath Das and Dwarika Nath Das. The area 
became sensitive and the situation turned tense. In this area 
Congress had already started its organisations. Anirudha 
Mohanty 17° Sagar By an were the revolutionaries. The police 
marched to the disturbed areas, It was called the Hag March! 
SePe, GeCe Fox equipped with armed police, forced Murali Panda 
and the mob to disperse. The slogan was no more Chimar'*”! 
Bande Matram! Mahatma Gandhi Ki Joy'. In 'Chimur’ Indian 
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Police fired at 8. P. for 3. P. killed an innocent satyagrahi. = 


Dhamanagar Police Station was in turmoil. Orders were 
issued by Fol ice to arrest Muralidhar Panda who was held res- 
ponsible for this disturbance. Police had information that 
Muralidhar Panda was looting paddy and burning Chuwkidars 


169 3. 3. No. 62. 
170. 0. C. 57, p. 51. 
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uniforms in Sriganga village. On 22nd September morning, 

8. I. of Police had 12 armed constables and two Havildars 
with him. Further 2 regular constables, 12 Chowkiders, a 
Dafadar joined him. Thay all proceeded towards Sriganga naar 
Kapali river. 

It was rainy season. Then police force after passing 
Sriganga came to a burial ground nuw called Sahid Nagar had 
marched towards Junia Katsahi a village 1 kilometre from 
present Sahidnagar. Villagers of nearby places became alarmed. 


At thistime people blew the conehshells. > Around 3,000 


came thronging from Lunia Katsahi. From e Governuent report 
we know that the S.I. had wanted truce with the crowd. The 

8. I. was at a distance of 20 to 30 yards from the crowd.The 
report runs that S.I. was attacked on the head by the mob. 
Syed Golam Usman a constable wes with him. Muralidhar Panda 
(an anarchist in his thirties) while showing the author the 
place on 2.3.86, where the police team was marching said it 
was a narrow pavement in between two corn fieldsused hy 
pedestrians. The uniforms snatehed away by the mob was given 
back. But just efter some moments when the police came back 
again to the burial ground which was a big plain area, started 
an onslaught. The mob had an altercation and also scuffle with 
the ,-olice. The mob was at a distance. "35 rounds were fired 


178. 0. 0. 62 ; Interview with Sri Panda. 
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in all". The firing took placé at 8.30 K. H. on 22nd September. 
The Government report runs that "when the position became 
desparate they opened fire. Many wore wounded due to back-shorts". 
Generally backshots were issued for sentry duty told Mr. Panda. 
10 to 11 persons fell down on the spot. The mob dispersed. The 
police force left the place. "Rs.2,225/= was levied on the 
persons of Katsahi firings, 78 

It was 2.00 P.M. 5 dead bodies with 6 wounded were 
carried to a place in front of Goddess of Lunia Katsahi 
village. From there the dead bodies were carried on a rally 
through Sgsua, Anapal, Haripur, Garadpur villages with slogans 
for martyrs and freedom of the nation and reached Salandi river 
bank at. 4. OOP. M. From there police allowed only 10 persons to 
cross the river by a boat at one time to Bhadrak side (opposite 
Side of the river). 

The leader Muralidhar Panda was arrested on his arfival 
at Bhadrak and sent to jail. Seventy wounded persons were 
taken to Bhadrak hospital. The names of those maftyrs according 
to Murali Panda included : Nidhi Mahalik of Rajmmkundapur of 
Bhadrak, Krushna Mahalik of Rajuli, Shyama Mahalik of Rajuli, 
Gour Jena of Susna Bhedrak, Agani Sahoo, Lunia Phamanagar, 
Sankar Behera, Katasahi, Chintameni das, Ketasahi, Gopinath 
Jena of Katsehi, Naba Kumar Nayak of Kasindapur, Bhadrak. 


1751. 3.0.87, B. O. 8. Fortnightly File of 1942. 
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Khaira: 

From a reportuof the Collector, Balasore to the Chief 
Secretary we know that some people insulted one S.I. in 
Tudigadia market and snatched away his hat. As a result, the 
Inspector of Police reached there on 24 September, 1942 vith 
a party of policemen at ail radhi. It the sight of the 
police, 300 to 400 peuple blew conehshelis. Immediately, a 
mob equipped with lathis rushed to the spot. An exchange of 
words began between the two sides. When the Inspector wanted 
to arrest the real culprit from the mob, he was prevented. 
The Inspector declared the gathering as unlawful., He commanded 
the people to disperse. At that time the mob was at a distance 
of 78 yards from the police. The crowd began to ghereo the 
police. Then the Inspector ordered shooting. Then Sergeant 
Major directed four rounds fire. But nobody was burt. Again 
keeping a distance of 15 yards, he ordered 5 rounds firing. 
None was injured. 

Emergency force came from Cuttack to Khaira. The next 
morning 8. I. and the Inspector went to arrest the accused. 
People blew conchshell. The police searched the huuse of 
Puria Naik at Panisiali. The force proceeded to Khairadhi 
and arrested some of the accused. Police demanded Baidyanath 
Rout. His house was broken open. He could not be found. While 
they were scarching his house some one from outside set fire 


176 
4 Confidential letter of Collector, Balasore to Chief 


Secretary Government of Orissa, 25th September 1942. 


to it. 7 There vene three routes to the place. Those vere 
Dantur, Dalang and Chattra (Soro). Police saw a group of men 
armed with lathis, country weapons such as bows, arrows, 
katuris, When they came close to police, the later opened fire. 
two persons from the mob were hit and fell down on the spot. 
Another beceme injured. The mob fell back. But in spite of 
seversl attempts the leader could not be traced. That day 
again at 3.00 P.M. haundgeds came and surrounded at Tudigadia 
to take away those dead bodies. 19 persons were arrested. 
Balasore: 
In Balasore 17 boys entered into the Court of Natabar 
Sahu, Deputy Magistrate on 28.9.42 and garlanded him. Then 
they asked him to resign. Just after that they went to the 
S. D. O. and repeated in same manner. They were sentenced to 
12 months imprisonment. In some places of Balasore attempts 
were made by agitators to destroy the Post Office. Police 
arrested more than 8 persons in this connection. 178 
Teachers of district Board school and some Doctors 
also helped the Congress activity. 5,000 people marched to 
Balasore from Remuna but were dispersed in front of the 
Mission School. 15 were caught redhanded and others retreated. 
Balasore Congress office was then under the police control. 


1771. 0. C. 87, B. C. S. Firing Incident File of 1942, 
pp. 49-50. 
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People thought it would be their real Congress movement to 
make their citadel free from the clutches of police. This 
ineident took place on 15th September. 

Gagnal: 

Pecple of Gurpal area of Balasore established a so-called 
National Government in September 1942. The members. of such 
Governuent in its meeting urged to paralyse the Government 
machinery. Their aim was to stop payment of taxes, not to 
extend any assistance or help to police and compel the village 
police to resign. The people tried to solve their civil and 
criminal matter in ther own Panchayats. i 
| ‘BRameSecial and Political Conditions: À 

Eren is 50 kilometres from Balasore which becams \ 
sensitive in 1942 August Movement. ` 

The conditions prevailing before 1942 that incited 7 
people to stage a revolt needs explanation social and . 
political conditions of Eram was contrelled by big Zaminders 
and Administrative Authority. They were most hostile to the 
population. People had no right ior their funeral ceremony 
without the permission of the Administrative authority. One 
could use 'torch light’ half covered in its face. No eracker 
could blast. No one could use ferry in river. 


A 


Voting system was peculiar in those days. Those who 
paid more revenue or Chowkideri tax were eligible. to vote. 
Middle class people had no such right. One or more Chowkidc:r 
was appointed according to population strength and area. 
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A union was the outcome of some villages. Some Unions made 

a thana. Defader controlled the Choukidar. The Choukidarsvere 
administered by a president. Usually this post was assigned 
to Zamindars or men of privileged classes. They worked as 
political agents of Government. Chowkidari tax was imposed 
according tc the earning of a man. It varied from 6 annas 

to RS. 1% . Nobody could keep a stick more than the height of 
Chowkidars stick which vas Chowkidar's height. Next to 
Chowkidar was constable. Jamadar was above Munshi. Above him 
was Inspector. The people showed proper treatment generally 

to revenue collectors whether he was President or Gomastah 

of zamindar. °° Daring Antust, 1942 meetings tcok place against 
the British rule in different places around kran. Those places 
ineluded Suan, Sankharu, Barunda, Gud, Betada, Basudevpur, 
Brahmanigaon etc. In an interview with Sri Kamalakanta Kar 
Ying leader of Bram movement who had control over 2% villages, 
said that Aniradha Mohanty, Gouranga Mohanty, Ganesh Prasad 
Tripathy, Krushna Charan Paul were working vigorously to hold 
meetings to arouse public consciousness against the Government. 
The workers were called ‘Mgerana Sena’ (do or die) and Marana 
Sena (do and die). 
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179 interview with Kamalakanta Kar on 21st and 22nd 
Marche 19086. 


180; nterview with Kamalakanta Kar on Erem Massacre 
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On 18.9. 1942 in a meeting at Eram, Basudevpur Thana 
was declared ‘Independent Banchhanidhi Chakla (separated 
Zone). Headquarters of it remained in Eram. The area between 
Gamei river and Kanabans river and Bay of Bengal i.e. 13 to 
15 miles in length and breadth was called Independent Banchhe- 
nidhi Chakla, named after the local poet by the people of the 
areae The Chakla run with a separete provisional local Govern- 
ment, having executive, legislative and judiciary authority. 

The Chakla was divided into 8 zones. Such as Basudevpur 
(from Vairabpur to Sukadevpur), Chudemani (from Chudamani to 
Pare), Beteda (from Guageon to Betada), Barandua (from Barendua 
to Chandrabhanupar), Brahmangeon (Jaipada to Belsauniie), 
Edtal (Bdtel to Sugo) and from Misrapur to Talabandh), Beideipur 
(from Krushnapur to Khempur), Keranjadia (from Rajgher to 
Balimunda). This Government hed a jail and set of officers 
to run their proviGgtatlset up of imena 

The firing in Eram took place on 28.9. 1942. The cause 
of the firing was drought that compelled the poor people to 
take away the paddy of Zamindar Radhakanta Padhi, D. 8. P. 
Kunja Bihari Das had already reached Padhi'ts Kacheri 
(Callectorate). G. C. Fox was then Superintendent of Police at 
Balasore. Narayan Padhi was the President of the Chowkidars, 
Meeting was going on at 5.00 P.M. in Melan Field. National 
Flag'® Was unfurled. Kamalakanta Kar and Ganesh Prasad 
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'835interview with Sri Bibakenanda Mohanty, brother of 
poet Banchhanidhi Mohanty, Eram on 21.2.86 at 7.80 P.. 


Tripathy were Chief organisers. The Government reported 

that Kamala Kanta Kar had control over 25 villages between 
rivers Ganei and Kansbans. There were 5,000 audience in 

the meeting. Ganesh Prased Tripathy was delivering lecture in 
the mecting. 

Then blowing of conchahell was the easiest and surest 
method to convey a message to nearby villaxes about the arri- 
val of police or danger from Government side. Now by this 
time band of police force had crossed Gamei river by ferry. 
This news spread to nearby villages through blowing of conch- 
shells. khen they came marching towards the meeting venue the 
people present got angry and snatched away the police uniforms 
and Jumped over it, which irritated the police. This was 
informed to the 0.S.P. Kunja Bihari des hy Sulav Mahal ak 
a Chowkidsr. P. 3, P. was on the spots, 185 
Hemendra Panigrahi executed the order. 


Officer incherge 


Due to heavy shower the place was muddy. People could 
not disperse immediately. Kamalakanta Kar in an interview 
said: 16 persons died on the spot in the firing, 10 persons 
were grievously wounded who died in the villages.Other 
wourded persons died later on in Koraput jail. 223 persons 
were wounded. 2 cases were filed. 148 persons vere arrested. 


The official report states that 26 persons aiea, 86 The injured 


184% AR. Kahani, ps7. 
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were 55. While visiting the spot in Eram the author came to 
know that the dead bodies vere heaped on the branches of big 
tree which was buried later on. The whole area wesva foul air 
for some days. In the burial place of such martyrs stahds a 
memorial tomb today, which tells us their heroic deeds in 

the freedom movement. 

The official report in the Eram firing case runs thus: 
nin these circumstances we are fully satisfied that there was 
ample justification for the order to fire in the first instance. 
Nor do we consider that the amount of firing was excessive". 
The D. 8. P. Was of opinion that firing though heavy was not 
without justifie: tion". 87 

Those deceased were: Basudev Sahu, Ballav Behera, 
Brushi Behera, Sari Behera, Mani Behera, Krushna Wain, Kali 
Majhi, Bhua Majhi, Chintei Majhi, Radhu Mohalik, Kurup Behera, 
Gobinda Rout, Upa Malik, Brundaban panda, Puri Bewa, Mani 
Padhan, Nidhi Malik, Sankar Malik, Bhagaban Rout, Prasadi 
Das, Dibakar Panigrahi, and Bhalu Panigrahi. 

Those injured were Ghonturu Dalai, Mago Mahalik, 
Ballav DaS, Nandini Mandal, age Parida, Bhola Dey, Banai 
Dutta, Bali Palsi, Madan Palai, Madan Penda, Akhi Parida, 
Maghu Biswal, Bandim Biswal, Jadai Behera, Budhi Das, Sanatan 
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Padhi, Hadi Majhi, Padbu Palai, Hera Dey, Kanduru Prusty, 
Krushna Prusty, Upendra Biswal, Gengei Behera, Sapan Behera, 
Hadi Saha, Kali Mahalik, Bhanu Biswal, Chemal Saku, Krushna 
Das, Tila Ojha, Jati Sahu, Madhab Pati, Sama Sankhue, Chađhu 
Panda, Balaram Das, Bhim Behera, Sanei Beherea, Ramakanta 
Biswal, Bhanu Mohapatra, Keli Sahu, Kangali Malik, Purna Das, 
Gobinda Bagdad, Kusa Tarai, Kasinath Das and Jira Behera. 

Students movement continued in Balasore, The leaders 
were in jail. Naturally students to the lead. This was 
disclosed by Trilochan Senapati,a student of that time. Even 
after 1942 when the leaders were in jail, they also observed 
independence longed for January, 26 for which they were beaten 
mercilessly by police. Many were arrested and sent to jail 
for their secret expedition to Poona in 1943, when Gandhiji 
was in Poona jail. Even in 1945 when some of the leaders 
were released they hoisted Indian Flag near Durgedevi closed 
to muna, for which they were immediately arrested. This was 
disclosed by L. Kamila, the freedom fighter. 

Jad Lite: 

"In the Balasore jail the treatment was particularly 
bad. Beatings, assaults and insults were comnon things on one 
occasion several young Satyagrahis were 30 brutaly beaten that 
they became senseless, 


106, art of Satyagraha Movement in Utkal, January 
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It was found from jail report that not only middle 
and poorer classes courted arrest and became prisoners, but 
also the school students became prisoners. The number of 
women Satyagrahis was few. From the same report, we find that 
Muslim and zohristian prisoners numbered very teu, 89 630 per- 
sons were arrested in the district for C.D. move. The prisoners 
were either sent to jails in Balasore, Cuttack, Fulbani, Patana, 
Berhampur, Puri and the like. They were either allowed weekly, 
fortnightly or monthly time to write letters to their relatives. 
The jail could keep them inside its four walls but it could not 
suffocate them from ventilating theirsfeeling for independence 
of their mothereland. 

Of all the districts of Orissa, Balasore has played the 
most spectacular role in the nationalist movement, particularly 
in Civil Disobedience Movement and Quit India Movement. The 
Salt Satyagraha at Inchudi was next to that of Dandi, which 
was organised by Mahatma Gandhi himself. The participation of 
the common people in the Quit India Revolt of 1942 and their 
heroic sacrifice are well borne out by the killing of people 
in Lunia, Eram and Dhamnagar. The greater involvement of the 
Balasore people in the nationalist movement was due to higher 
percentage of literacy, proximity to a culturally and politi- 
cally advanced province like Bengal, and the organising ability 
of leaders like Harekrushna Mahatab, Surendra Nath Das, Nilambar 


iS port of Satyagraha Movement in Utkal, January, 1980 
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Das, Nandakishore Das ete. With a glorious background of 
participation in the nationalist movement, Balasore district 
also has subsequently played a significant role in the poli- 
ties of Orissa in post-independence era. 
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CHAPTER = NII 
CONCIUSXON 


After having narrated the history of Balasore district 
in general and Balasore town in particular, it seems necessary 
at the end to identify the major forces and factors which have 
shaped the history of the area as well as the major trends 
during the course of its history. Being a part of the coastal 
belt, which has dominated the cultural and political life of 
Orissa, Balasore has all along played a significant role in the 
mainstream of Orissan history. Balasore has been profoundly 
affected by whatever development, political or cultural has 
taken place within Orissa and whatever influences have cone 
from outside. One can find various aects of Hinduism among the 
Hindus who constitute the bulk of the population of the district. 
The establishment of Afghan and Moghul rule over Orissa had its 
imprint on the people and culture of Balasore. The Balasore town 
and district have a sizeable Muslim population. One can find 
mosques in different places of the district. Turing the two 
hundred years of Muslim rule Arabic and Persian words entered 
into the spoken language of the Oriyas of Balasore district. 
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The coming of European traders of different nations - portuguese, 
duteh, Dane, French and English resulted in the influx of 
western culture and Christianity into the social life cf the 
people cf the district. While the traders carried on trade at 
the ports of Pipli and Balasore, the Christian missionaries 
carried on such activities as propagation of Christianity, 
spread cof education and social ref orm. The existence of old 
churches in Balasore and Jaleswar reminds one of the nissicnary 
activities which had begun in the district from the later part 
uf the eighteenth century. 

In the second half of the sixteenth century, the Hindu 
kingdom of Orissa disappeared and Muslim rule was established 
over Orissa. The Muslim rule brought misfortunes to Orissa in 
several ways; heavy amounts of tributes went to the Muslim 
uasters; outside elements dominated Orissa. In such a state of 
affairs enterprising European merchants came to Balasore. 
Balasore attracted early European traders because of its flou- 
rishing textile industry and its location at the mouth of the 
river Budhabslang. Pipli, situsted at the mouth of the river 
Suvarnarekha was used as another port by the early European 
traders. The English estcblished their factories in Baloscre 
as well as Pipli. According to Khanei-Duran, the Mughal subah- 
dar of Orissa, Balasore was a centre of ship building.’ Balasore 
developed into a thriving centre of maritime trade. In 1670, 
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of several factories in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, Balasore was 
the seat of their chief and his council.” Balasore and Pipli, 
writes the British historian V. .. Hunter "formed the basis of 
our future greatness in Bengal v. 5 

The English continued their trade at Balasore up to the 
middle of eighteenth century. The interference by the Moghuis 
and Merathas constituted a great hindrance to the British trade 
at Balasore. These Indian authorities wanted some concession 
from the English traders while English traders insisted on 
carrying on duty-free trade. The ultimate abandonment of the 
Balasore port by the English was due to the Maratha inroads, 
deposit of silt at the mouth of the river Budhabalang, and 
growing importance of Calcutta port. The textile industry of 
Balasore suffered a tremendous seteback owing to the cessation 
of English trading activities at Balasore. Throughout the 
period of Maratha misrule (1751 1803), due to the general 
dislocation of trade and industry caused by the Maratha raids 
and the cessation of English import, the cotton industry of 
Balasore languished. The daun of the nineteenth century saw 
the end of Maratha misrule and the introduction of Pax Britannica. 
But the cnce-flourishing cotton industry could not be revived 
any more, because by that time the British comercial policy 


"charles Fawcett, tha English Factories in Indie, 
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in India had undergone a fundaiental change to the detriment 
of the indigenous industry. The industrial revolution of England 
which had first begun in textile industiy in the middle of the 
eighteenth century brought about such a revolutionary pro ress 
in that industry that by the close of the eighteenth century, 
the English vigorously felt the necessity of de-industrialising 
India to facilitate the marketability of the British machine- 
made cot ton goods. Consequently the establishment of British 
rule hastened the decline of cotton industry at Balasore. In 
1822, A Stirling mede the following observation on the condition 
of textile industry in Orissa in general and Balasore in parti- 
cular: "A sufficiency of coerser cloth is made for the use of 
the inhabitants in all parts of the district (Balasore). The 
Calicoes of Balasore, Soro, Bhadrak, Janjipur and Hariharpur 
were once much prized and sought after the name of Sannah, but 
the dema:id tor the finer fabrics of that description having 
long since declined the quality now manufactured is very 
trifling". ~ 

From 1740, the Merathas (The Bhonsla Raja of Nagpur) 
again and again invaded and plundered various areas of Bengal 
and Orissa» Consequently Balasore became a cockpit of fight 
between the Nawab of Bengal and Bhonslas. In 1751, Maratha rule 
was established in Orissa. In 1765 Lord Clive got the grant of 
diwani of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa from the Moghul emperor 
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Shah Alam. The Orissa of the said grant was nothing more than 
the single district of Midnapore (which is now the border 
district of best Bengal). Hereafter, Balasore permanently 
became the border district of Orissae 

The defeat of Marathas and establishment of British rule 
in Orissa in 1803 ushered in a new era in the history of Balasore. 
But before the Oriyes could reap some beneficent results of the 
British rule, they had to suffer from economic ruin because of 
the colonial master's policy. The British land revenue policy 
and salt policy broke the economic backbone of the people of 
Orissa. The British did not introduce Permanent Settlement in 
Orissa. They introduced temporary settlements and showed no 
cunsiderction for the Oriya Zaminders and landeholders in the 
matter of revenue collection. Consequently, many Oriya Zamindars, 
because of their ignorance of Eritish re,ulations lost their 
estates, which were purchased by the Bengali speculators. Not 
only many Bengali speculators became land-holders in Orissa, 
but also many Bengalis entered into the bureaucratic set-up 
in Grissae In the nineteenth century, the administration and 
public life of the Balasore district are preponderantly dominated 
by Bengalis. While many native proprietors lost their estates 
because of the temporary settlement, the common pessants 
suffered a lot because of frequent assessment and over-assessment 


of revenue. 


Another economic ruin the British Government caused to 
the people of Coastal Orissa in genercl and Balasore district 
in particular was the establishment of monopoly over salt 
manufeeture and salt trade. From the ting immemoricol, thousands 
of peuple in the district had been making significant additions 
to their livelihood by manufacturing salt. The salt monopoly, 
introduction of salt tax and importation ofMiverpool salt 
irretrievably demnaged this industry, which was a poor man's 
means of earning livelihood. In spite of the restrictive salt 
laws here and there the people manufactured salt illegally 
and finally launched Salt Satyagraha in 1930 at Inchasi and other 
places in the Balasore sea shore at the call of Mahatma Gandhi. 

Being practically an appendage to the Benbal presidency, 
and ruled by the strange foreigners and non-Oriya (Bent ali) 
burcaucrats, Orissa had virtually been neglected by the British 
administration during the major part of the nineteenth century. 
The famine of 1866 thoroughly exposed the negligence of Orissa 
by the British bureaucracy. Greater attention was paid by the 
Governnent to the construction of roads and canals in the 
post-famine period. In the Balasore district communic:tion vas 
improved by the opening of a port at Dhamra which was loc:ted 
at the mouth of the Vaitareani river. The Government constructed 
a coast canal connecting the river Hooghly with the river Matai 


near Dhamra. 
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In the postefauine period, as a result of the growth 
of education and press a class of intelligentsia grew in Grisse. 
Associations and Clubs were formed. The Cuttack and Balasore 
towns were the two main centres of sucio-political conscious- 
ness in the nineteenth century Orissa. While Gouri Shankar Roy 
was the pioneer of that consciousness in Cuttack, Fakir Mohan 
Senapati was the pioneer at Balasore. The principal object of 
this emerging sucio-political consciousness was to safeguard 
and promote the Oriya language and Oriya interests. 

But the nascent Oriya elite found itself confronted with 
the hostility of a powerful section of the Bengalis, who were 
domiciled in Orissa and hed been dominating the public life and 
administre:ion in Orissa since the esteblishment of British rule. 
The hostile Bengali elements challenged the separate identiy of 
Oriyas as a lingnistic-cume-cultural group and contrived to 
abolish Oriya language from the schools of Orissa. Fakir Mohan 
Senapati and his followers beldly faced this challenge. Conse- 
quently there was an acute Oriya-Bengali quarrel in Balasore. 
Gut of that quarrel, the linguistic nationalism grew among the 
Oriyas. Nivedita Mohanty sums up the results of the language 


controversy in the following words: 
"The language agitation in Orissa cpened up a new epoch 
in its history. with the linguistic naticnalism begi- 
nning to blopsom the educnted people started exploring 
other possibilities to bolster up their stcnd. The 
necessary outeome of the spirit of liberation has been 
the active press and the fcrmation of intellectual 
societies, ”ð 


SNivedita Mohanty, griya Nationalism, p.24. 


Fakir Mohan Senapati was not ohly the father of modern Oriya 
prose but also, in a sense, of the linguistic nationalism in 
Orissa. 

The Criye- Bengali language controversy quietened vith 
the passage of time for several reasons, First, all Bengalis 
were not Oppose to the cause of Oriya nationalism; there 
were sone domiciled Bengelis such as Raja Shyamananda De and 
Raja Baikuntha Nath De of Balasore, and Gouri Shankar Roy of 
Cuttack who espoused the cause of Oriyas. Baikuntha Nath de 
was the first citizen of Orisea to submit a memorandum to 
the British authorities for the amalgamation of the Oriya 
tr: cts. He also played an important role in the Utkal Samuil ani 
in its initial phase. The poet Radhanath Rai, a domiciled 
Bengal inhabitant of Soro in the Balasore district turned out 
to be the father of modern Oriya poetry. Secondly, linguisti- 
cally and culturally there was a lot of affinity between Benga- 
lis and Oriyas; the Bengali literature and socio-religious 
moveuents had considerable impact on the educated classes of 
Orissa, particularly of Balasore. In the nineteenth century 
the Brahmo preachers were coming from Bengal to Balasore and 
Cuttack to propagate their doctrine. The spirit of militant 
nationalism, which emerged in Bengal by the beginning of the 
twentieth century also captivated the imagination of the 
people in Crissa. Thirdly, the growth of Indian naticnalism 
in the last quarter of the nincteenth century united the 
Bengalis and Uriyas in a common platform. In the Balasore tcwn 
the Balasore National Seciety was formed to promote the growth 
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of all-India nationalism. Initially the Balasore National 
Society appears to have been dominated by the Bengalis. But 
subsecuently, Oriyas as well as Bengalis attended the annual 
sessitns of the Indian Nativcnal Congress on behali of the 
Balasore Naticnal Socicty. Today the uriyas as well as 
Bengalis live in complete harmony in Balasore district and 
nany educated Oriyas of Balasore have great fascination for 
bengali culture, literature and films, 

The geographical contiguity of Balasore to the province 
of Bengal, which played a pioneering role in the growth of 
naticnal consciousness in modern India has been an important 
factor for the growth of national consciousness in the Balasore 
district. The interaction with Bengal became closer towards the 
end of nineteenth century because of the opening of railways. 
Large number of people, educated as well as uneducated could 
easily ,o to Calcutta whieh was the metropolis cf the British 
India Indian empire till 1911 and has all along played a 
conspicuous role in the political and cultural lite of the 
country as a whole. 

During the Gandhian era of the Indian nationalist 
movement the Balasore district pleyed an important role in 
respect of leadership as well as mass mobilization. Balasore 
district Congress Committee was organised in 1921 as part of 
the Utkal Provincial Congress Committee. The Balasore district 
provided such important lesders of Orissa Congress as Hare- 
krushna Mahtab (the first Prime Minister of Orissa in post- 
independence ers, and a Cabinet Minister in the Cabinet formed 


by Jawaharlal Nehru after the first general election), ukunda 
Prasad Das (the first Speaker of Orissa legisiative Assembly 
after the first election, held under the Government of India 
Act, 1935) and Nanda Kishore Das, the first Speaker of Orissa 
Legislative Assembly after independence. H. Ke Mahtab and Nanda 
Kishore Das have played active roles in the organisational acti- 
vities of the Orissa Congress during as well as after the 
freedom strugzle. At the grass root level the Balasore district 
provided such active Congress organisers like Surendra “ath Pas 
(who earned for himself the epithet of Sardor, meaning leader 
by organising the pecple tor the Inchudi Salt Satyagraha) and 
Nilambar Das. The Balasore town became an important centre of 
the Congress activities in Grissa during the freecdum strug le. 
Two naticnalist periodicals, such as Pragjatontra and Adventure 
were being brought out from the Balasore town. The Sure. 
Mandir of Balasore, the district Congress headquarter trained 
the Congressuen for the implementation of the Congress programm, 
In 1930, Inchudi, a place on Balasore sea shore was the 
mein centre of Salt Satyagraha in Orissa. Besides Inchudi, 
there were twenty salt satyagraha centres in the Balasore 
district. In keeping with the long tradition of the salt 
manufacture in the district thousands of common people parti- 
eipated in the salt satyagraha. Even hundreds of house-wives 
came out of their seclusion to take part in the salt satyagraha, 
From the standpoint of the mass involv.nent, in the official 
report, the Inchudi Salt Satyagraha was reckoned as second 
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in the whole ecuntry, while the Dandi satyagraha, organised 
by Mahatma Gandhi himself, was considered to be the first.“ 
During the Quit India Movement of 1942, when the leaders 
were ín jail, in such places of the district as Erem,Dhamnager, 
Lunia, and Bhandari Pokhari, thousands of common peuple parti- 
cipcted in the antie-British demonstrations. The massacre of 
29 people in a public meeting in the Iran village by the police 
during this movement is a clear evidence of the couragecus spirit 
the comuon people had exhibited during the movement. The tragedy 
of Eram may be compared with that of Jalianawalla Bagh. 
Soeciaily, culturally and politiecolly, Balasore has been 
an advanced district of Orissa. The percentage of literacy in 
this district has been one of the highest in Orissa. Before 
and after independence Balasore has played a prominent role 
in the socio-political life of the province. Being integrally 
connected with the mainstream of social, cultural and -clitical 
life ofthe whole country the pecple of the Balasore district 
are liberal, broad-minded and tolerant in their outlook. Beono- 
mically Balascre remained a backward district at the time of 
Indias independence, because the old textile and salt industry 
had been irretrievably ruined long back, no modern industry had 
developed and the agriculture always ruuained subject to such 
natural calamities as flood, drought and cyclone. In 1942-3, 
the economic lire of the people cf North Balasore was terribly 
ruined by a devastating cyclo:e, and a heavy flood in the 
Suvarnorekha river. The naturel calamities dampen the spirit 
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sgadhanax. Pathe, p. 129. 
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of people from time to time, because a heavy flood or drought 
may spell a poor harvest, and a cyclone may nean a total 
dislocation in the economic life. Nevertheless the people are 
sceially and culturally active and optimistic in their attitude 
to lite. The dawn of freedom has meant to them the dawn of a 
new life. 
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left) 


P- 316 


Netaji (sitting third from 
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EEE 


iron left (Uarcyan Chandra Bhat tacharjya 
sitting outgoing 


(2) Mae ZYakub (incharge Officer Pelice) 


(3) Padwalochan Bindhani, Teacher, 
ach Loge Usi'eSchool, 1940. 


Abwab 


Adalat 
miL 


Amin 
Amala 
urang 
Barkandas 
Dazar 
Bigha 


Chakla 


Shoydhyry 
Choukey 
Chowkidar 
Chuiha 
Cutehery 


Daffadar 
Darogah 
Divani Adalat 


Gesses and charges levied by the Zamindars 
illegally besides the regular assessuent on 
the land. 

n Gourt of Justice, 


An Gifileer of Government in the Revenue 
Department. 


A mative Surveyer of land. 

A native Officer of Judiciary. 
A Salt manufacturing area. 

A guard or escort. 

Market. 


A measure of land, approximately 
% of an dere. 


A large division of a province compre- 
hending a number of Parganas» 


Holder of landed property. 

A guard to watch the property. 
A village watchman. | 

A fire place for boiling brine. 


Arena cousistins of Courts and 
Government offices. 


The head of village watchman. 
An Offieer of Police of Custom or Eelse. 
Civil Court. 
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Fauꝗq dar 


Faujdar Adalet 


Ganja 


Garjat 
Ghat 
Gola 
Gung 
Gumashta 


Guru 
Hastabud 
Jama 


damadar 
Kanungo 
Kauri 


Khas 


Kilia 
Kisti 
Kurkuteh 
Lakh, Lac 
Mahalla 
Halangi 


Mauga 
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An Officer of the Mughal and Maratha Govern- 
meats who was ineharge of Police and nanaged 
erininal matters. 

Criminal Court. 


A kind of intoxicating drug prepared 
from the hemp plant. 


frlbutary States of Orissa. 

A landing place on the bank of river. 
Goduwns. 

Area for market and Godouns. 

Manager of a Zamindar. 


A teacher in the Pathsala oF 
yrimary School. 


A comparetive statement of present 
and past produce of an estate. 


The total amount of rent or revenue payable 
either by a tenant or a Zamindar, 


An Offieer of Police. 
A revente officer. 


Shell of small gastropest found 
ia InGian Ocean used as money. 


A revenue term, applicable while in collection 
of revenue by Officers without any intermediary 
arrangements between them and the cultivators. 
A Forte 

Ins talnent. 

Salt available by Solar evaporation. 

1700; 000 (one hundred thousand). 

A Yard in a town area. 

Producer of Salt, 


Village or Group of villages. 


Mofassil 
Mughalbandi 


Moharrir 
Mukeddam 
uns 

Nala 

Minki tabal 
Pandit 


Pahi~kasht 


Panga 
Pargana 
Patana 
Pathasala 
Peshkash 


Perdah 
Raja 
Rani 


Reuanah 


Sahl. 
Samiti 
Sammiilani 


Senad 


The village. 


A long strip of eultivable Lend in 
between hill tracts and sea. 


A clerks 

Headman of a village. 
veltere 

Rivuict. 

Salt producing tracts. 


å teacher in Primary School also a 
Sanskrit teachers 


Temporary Icase-hold tenure of lover 
rate rent. 


Salt monuraectured by boiling the brine. 
Area comprising a number of villages. 
Arca of rehebilitaticn, big area. 

A native Primary School. 


A fine or present to the ruling authority 
on receiving an appointment. 


Veil. 

The king. 

The queen. 

A passport or a certificate by the Collector 
alicuing commodities to pass without any 
payazent or extra duty. 

A part of the village. 

An associations 

A conference. 

A grant, a charter or a documents stating 


the privileges, titles under the seal of 
ruling authority. 


Sarkar 
Satyagraha 
Serasta 
Shroffe 


Sieca 


Subah 
Subadar 


Sade SA 


Swaraj 
Tahasildar 
Taluk 
Thani 

ToL 


Unlee 


Villon 
aanana 


ilia 


fF 
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A Chet. 

Non- violent method of resistance. 

A Gepartment of Revenue. 

Monoy changers. 

A stamped coin, designation of the silver 
eurrency during the time of Mughals, 
accented by the Indian Princes and the 
East India Company. 

Province. 


The Governor of a province, a Viceroy 
under the Mughal and Maratha Reginc. 


Made in one's oun country, indigenous 
product. 


Selfgovernnent. 

Coliector of Revenue. 

£n estate. 

Residant. 

A school there Sanskrit is taught. 


An Gra current in Orissa, Commencing 
be tusen 27 August and 26 September. 


Smali Unit of a village. 
A lady « 
A District. 
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